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LANDMARKS IN THE LIFE OE-S^aL& 


CHAPTER .1 

CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH 

Stalin was bom on December 21, 1870, In a small- 
house on the outskirts of the town of Gori, in the former 
Tlflis Province. “The room in which the family lived," 

D GOEokhia ft schoolfellow of Comrade Stalin’s, tells us : 
in his reminiscences, “ was not more than about five square 
vards and adjoined the kitchen of the house. • The door 
led straight into the courtyard ; there was not even a aoor- 
sfcon The floor was of brick. Light filtered in through a 
email window. The wholo furniture of the room consisted 
of a small table, a stool, and a large sofa, something in the 
nature of a built-in bunk covered with a straw pallet. 

The thousands of visitors who flock to Gori every year 
aro profoundly moved at the sight of the humble home in 
which Stalin passed his childhood. H s parents were poor, 
folk. His father, Vissarion Djugashvlli, was a shoemakei- 
who for many years had been employed at the Adelkhanov 
factory, and at ono time had worked at home as a cobbler. 
Visitors may still soe Vissarion Djugashvlli’s "instruments 
of production "—the old rickety chair, the hammei and 
lasts. Stalin's mother, Ekaterina, was a hard-working 
woman who had to slave day and night to make ends meet 
in her poor household, and was obliged to go out to work 
as a washerwoman. Stalin was acquainted with Poveity 
and want from his earliest childhood. All at 95 n J saw 
the dire need of the workers and peasants, and sympathy 
for the oxploitod classes awakened early in his iyo«gB ^east 
In the numerous reminiscences of Stalin w ^tten by hi. 
childhood friends he is described as a lively and inqulsitiv( 
hnv n favourite among his companions. At tne age u 
seven he began to learn the alphabet, and within a year wa 
able to read first in Georgian and then in Russian. Pior 
1888 to 1804 he attended the ecclesiastical school bj Clori. 
Like Lenin he was a diligent scholar , and always obtained 
the highest marks. Ho was first In study and play, a leader 
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CHAPTER ,1 

CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH 

Stalin was bom on December 21, 1870, in a small 
house on the outskirts of the town of Gori, in the former 
Tlflh Province. “The room In which the -family lived” 
D Gogokhia a schoolfellow of Comrade Stalin’s, tells us : 
m his reminiscences, “ was not more than about five square 
vards and adjoined the kitchen of the house. • The door 
led straight into the courtyard ; there was not even a aoor- 
ston The floor was of brick, Light filtered in through a 
small window The wholo furniture of the room consisted 
of a small table, a stool, and a large sofa, something in the 
nature of a built-in bunk covered with a straw pallet. 

The thousands of visitors who flock to Gori every year 
avo profoundly moved at the sight of the humble home in 
which Stalin passed his childhood. His parents were poor, 
folk. Eis father, Vissarion Djugashvill, was a shoemaker- 
who for many years had been employed at the Adelkhanov 
factory, and at one time had worked at home as a cobbler.. 
Visitors may still soo Vissarion Djugashvill s instruments 
of production "—the old rickety chair, the hammer and 
lasts. Stalin’s mother, Ekaterina, was a hard-working 
woman who had to slave day and night to make ends meet 
iu her poor household, and was obliged to go out to work 
as a washorwoinan. Stalin was acquainted with poverty 
and want from his earliest childhood. All around he saw 
the dire need of the workers and peasants, and sympathy 
for the exploited classes awakened BaUyin hb **ei 
In the numerous reminiscences of Stalin written by ni. 
childhood friends he is doscrlbcd as a lively *nd inqulsit! Lv 
hnv n favourite among his companions. At the age o 
seven he began to learn the alphabet, and within a year wa 
abteto roaaflwS In Georgian and then to Rgwta*. Proa 
1888 to 1804 he attended the ecclesiastical school in Gor 
Like Lenin, he was a diligent scholar , and always obtaine 
the highest marks. Ho was first in study and play, a leade 
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, Vi iJe still a schoolboy^stanr ^ them tlie causes o i 
workers and peasants « schoolfellow of Stalins 

Sr poverty. ^\gfSountor they came 
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cons'SnfhifSeafoJ^eacl and beans, Comrade 
turned to him and said; food ? You plough and- 

sow "arS'gathe/in £ ££&&*■ »» °“ EM *“ 

u ^. gsyr5& ^ mi 

?^»h e eVeet U hif e S P o 0 you see there isn't much left; 

over for us.’ ' „„,, w .aaHnn in the course of which 

“ This started a lQ c .^ ei ( Sn bV step why the peasants 
Comrade Staim expialned step oy sc P v their friends, 

Uved so poorly, who ^P loi “* h 0 e k ”' S o simply and interest- 
^y«he peasant's &3?%S to <£m. and talk to 

Sl^ts h Se de Cr d to a °r"w?n and became an 

any !:lS»rtK'«^S£ 

safe assess? a 

•nonsense,’ Joseph said. 

" ‘ What book is that ? I enquired. 

"'Darwin. You must read it/ Joseph impressed on 

me ’ Another of Stalin's schoolfellows in Gori, Comrade 
Yano Ketskhoveli, relates the following in his reminiscences 

of their schooldays : . . h<} 

"In the spring and autumn we used to ramble in the 
icountry on Sundays. Our favourite spot was a small 
clearing on the slopes of Mount Gorldjvarl, 



•< Years passed ; bearing away with them our childhood 
l°ngin^s and^dreams.p^^ classes of the Gori school, we 
bPfflme acauainted with Georgian literature bu.t we had 
So mentor to guide our development and give a definite 
direction to our thoughts. Chavchavadze’s* poem Mo 
fip Robber' made a deep impression on us. Kazbegis 
Zeroes awakened' in our youthful hearts a love for our 
Sountiw Ind each of us, on leaving school, was inspired 
with an eagerness to serve his country. But none of us had 
riipar idea what form this service should take.” 

While still at the Gori Ecclesiastical School, as well as 
becoming familiar with the works of Darwin, Stalin first 
became acquainted with Marxist ideas. He passed out 
fiS thfi Gorl School in 1894 with a certificate of merit, and 
entered tS theological seminary in Tiflis. He found it hard 
to reconcile himself to the system that prevailed there. It 
was' an institution of the closed type in which the students 
Hvpd in clo-istered seclusion, cut off from the outside woild. 
The teachers were monks, who tried to instil in the students 
T reverence lor God, tie tsar, the church and private 
nroDertv As in a monastery, the church bell would toll 
every day at set hours calling the students to prayer. The 
urine in al item in the curriculum was theology. The 
indents for example, wore set essays on suchsubjects as 
^In what language P did Balaam’s ass speak?” The students 
were surrounded by a regular spy system, and watched at 
every S step, the minds of many of them 
life by this oppressive and stultifying ecclesiastical regi ime. 
The ecclesiastical schools and seminaries used to turn out 
uwll servitors of the tsar and the. regime, thoroughgoing 
Mgots and reactionaries. But many a revolutionary also 
SmSSed from behind their walls, such as Nikolai 

that the ecclesiastical schools and seminaries and theofcher 

Xenia Wan a.- «T«a* Bdmlw* of Ns wr ‘ ,ln **‘ 
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Jesuitical methods that pievauea become , a revolu- 

the oniy genuinely 
revolutionary doctrine. flfteen W hen he formed con-' 

‘“''“I whenTbeiaml w«S 

" n SS ‘H e & sr ", mk, 

Marxist liteiatuie was 11 lot hcld in 1938 

ssH^2wr4sp- t ”-sf; 

Mft f x””work T 7™' theV'studied 1 it? the ^oS^drolo 0 formed 
KepSU A waslf circle” like these that the works 
of Marx, Plekhanov, Chernyshevsky, Pisaiev, Belinsky,, 
nnbrolvubov and Eerzen were studied. , , 

Bv this time Stalin had read many books in Russian and 
aeomLn He also read translations of .foreign literature. 
His interests were wide, his knowledge varied, and he 
SSerlv strove to extend it and obtain a thorough ground- 
work of general knowledge. He subscribed to a circulating 
library in Tiffis, although seminary students wero forblddon 
fo do so He had a good knowledge of the classics— 
Shakespeare. Schiller, Tolstoy. He read Chernyshevsky and 
Pisarev His favourite writers were Saltykov-Shohedrln, 
Gogol and Chekhov, whose works he often quotes in his 

artt Stolff waKcSStaied with the Georgian writers- 
Rust’hveli, Eristavi, Chavchavadze and others. Ho was 
well read in the history of civilization and sociology and 
was interested in chemistry and geology. His love of poetry 
S shown by the little-known fact that ho wrote quito good 
verses himself, some of which were published in 1895 in the 
newspaper “Iberia,”' signed “Soselo” In one of these 
poems he says : 

“ Whose back was bent with toil unending, 

: / Who knelt but yesterday in thrall, 

Will rise, I say, the mountain's envy, 

On wings of hope, high over all,” 

So wrote this sixteen -year-old lad, confident that a day 



would come when in the Russian words of the “ Interna- 
tional” “ the lowliest will be the highest. ” Much of Stalin’s 
-youthful verses were appreciated by progressive Georgian 
intellectuals, and one of his poems was included in a jubilee 
anthology dedicated to the Georgian writer Rafail Eristavi. 

Very interesting reminiscences of this period are given 
by Comrade &. Parkadze, who draws a vivid picture of the 
intellectual pursuits of Stalin and his fellow-students : 

« we youngsters had a passionate thirst for knowledge. 

“Thus in order to disabuse the minds of our seminary 
students of the myth that the world was created in six days, 
we had to acquaint ourselves with the geological origin and 
age of the earth, and be able to prove them in argument ; 
we had to familiarize ourselves with Darwin’s teachings. 
We were aided in this by books on Galileo and Copernicus 
and by the fascinating works of Camille Flammarion. I 
recall that we read Lyell’s “ Antiquity of Man ” and Darwin’s 
“Descent of Man,” the latter in a translation edited by 
:Sechenov. Comrade Stalin read Sechenov’s scientific works 
with great interest. 

« We gradually proceeded to a study of the develop- 
ment of class society, which led us to the writings of Marx, 
Engels and Lenin. In those days the reading of Marxist 
literature was punishable as revolutionary activity. The 
•effect of this was particularly felt in the seminary, where 
even the name of Darwin was always mentioned with 
scurrilous abuse. 

« while acquainting ourselves with social and economic 
literature, we young people continued to be interested in 
.astronomy, physics and chemistry. We derived great benefit 
from Ludwig Feuerbach’s “Essence of Christianity. 

“ Comrade Stalin brought these books to our notice. 
The first thing we had to do, he would say, was to become 
atheists. Many of us began to acquire a materialist out- 
look and to ignore theological subjects. 

“ Our reading in the most diverse branches of science 
not only helped our young people to escape from the bigoted 
and narrow-minded spirit of the seminary but also pre- 
pared their minds for the reception of Marxist ideas. Every 
book we read, whether on archaeology, geology, astronomy 
•or primitive civilization, helped to confirm us in the truth 

° f R “ f The 1 v oun ger generation of to-day can scarcely ima- 
gine how difficult it was in those times not only to secure 
books, but even to read them. For example, the seminaiy 
authorities took away from Comrade Stalin, or confiscated, 
as the report of the assistant supervisor puts it, . Victoi 
Hugo’s “ Tollers of the Sea.” The same fate befell anothei 
book of his, Hugo’s “ ’Ninety-Three.” 



“We obtained our books from a circulating library on 
Kirochnaya Street. It was frequented mostly by teachers 
and other intellectuals; Maxim Gorky made use of _it in 
the early 'nineties. It had been founded for educational 
purposes, but nobody suspected how much political dyna- 
mite we extracted from the most ordinary books. 

“Comrade Stalin taught us how to delve into the 
meaning of books, and how, in the absence of books on any 
particular subject, to make the most of magazine articles, 
reviews and even incidental comments. This accustomed 
us to the habit of making summaries of what we read and 
copying excerpts. When suggesting reading matter to us, 
Stalin at first selected popular, and then more difficult 
literature, taking pains to explain anything that was not 
clear to us in our reading. „ , ■ 

“One day I got hold of a copy of Mendeleyev’s 
" Chemistry.” I remember the book well to this day. Stalin 
was keenly interested In it. 

“ We now know from the seminary records that Fathe* 
Gdrmogen, the seminary supervisor, reported that Djuga- 
shvili (Stalin) 'it appears has a subscription ticket to the 
Cheap Library, from which he gets books.’ 

“ Comrade Stalin had a passion for history, and we 
often wondered where he got the books from. I recall 
that he had books on the history of the Great French 
Revolution, the Revolution of 1848, the Paris Commune, on 
Russian history 

“Comrade Stalin was seventeen when, in 1896; he 
formed his first illegal Marxist study circle in the seminary 
and became a propagandist of Marxism. A second circle 
was formed later. I belonged to the first, the ‘senior’ 


group. .. . ; . 

Of the books read by Stalin and his comrades in those 
years, I recall : “ The Communist Manifesto ” ; Engels’ 
“Condition of the Working Class in England;” Lenin’s 
“What the 'Friends of the People’ Are and How They 
Fight the Social-Democrats” (Lenin: “Selected Works,” 
Vol. I) ; Beltov’s (Plekhanov’s) “Development of the 
Monistic View of History ” ; Adam Smith’s and David 
Ricardo’s books on political economy ; Tugan-Baranovsky ; 
Spinoza’s " Ethics ” ; Buckle’s “ History of Civilization In 
England ” ; Letourneau’s “ Evolution of Property ” ; Zieber’s 
“Social and Economic Researches of David Ricardo and 
Karl Marx,” and books on philosophy.", " 

" Comrade Stalin was fond of works of fiction. He 
read Saltykov-Shchedrln’s “ The Golovlyov Family,” Gogol’s 
“Dead Souls,” Erckmann-Chatrian’s ‘‘Story of a Peasant,” 
Thackeray’s- Vanity -Fair,” and much else. Stalin had 
been well acq*ainted .the Georgian; writers, -from child* 
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The seminary authorities noticed that Stalin had be 
come a centre of attraction for some of the best and most 
talented students. They watched his every step and sent 
m report after report about him. On September 20 igoi 
the following report was made to the rector of the 'semi 
nary: "At 9 p.m. a group of students gathered iri the 
dinmg-hall around Joseph Djugashvili, who read them books 
not sanctioned by the seminary authorities, in view of 
which the students were searched.” 

There are some very interesting entries in the Conduct 
Book of the Theological Seminary : ai ct 

t,w£ appears that Djugashvili has a ticket to the Cheap 
^toary, from which he borrows books. To-day I confiscat- 
ed Victor Hugo's "Tollers of the Sea,” in which I found 
the said library ticket-S. Murakhovsky, Asst Superviso 
Father Germogen, Supervisor.” 1 1S01 ’ 

The report bears the note : 

'' c °nfin e him to the punishment cell for a prolonged 
peUod. I have already warned him once about an im 
sanctioned book, " 'Ninety-Three ” by Victor Hugo ” (kitw 
made in November, 1898.) y -Hugo. (Entiy 

, . At 11 p.m. I took away from Joseph Djugashvili Tp. 
tourneaus “Literary Evolution of the Nations,” which lie 
had borrowed from the Cheap Library. The librarv tiriri? 
ms found in the book. Djugashvili was discove?ed read- 
mg the said book on the chapel stairs. This is the thir- 
teenth time this student has been discovered read in 0- bonks 
borrowed from the Cheap Library. I handed nvev 

visor!” Fathet Murakhovsky, ^Asstj^Super- 

The report bears the note : 

disrespectful and rude tnwtmi ? 1 « djugashvili is generally 
systematically refuses to bow -to on£ S n? S ti! n aut ^ orlfc - v ancl 
Murakhovskv), as the latter -j] e masfcers <S. A. 

the board of supervision A ® om Plalned to 

The report beai th^te ? ftVeilSky ' Asst ‘ Supervisor.” 

five hom«s m on nd the oiSerf 1 ^? th P th r i] unishment cel l for 
»•’ (Entry dated December 

When Father Dimitry, who wtf tffthe seminary 



supervisor, entered Stalin’s »•««« SuUTmS: 

^Don'tTou see standing 1 before you 9 ” the monk 
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MaX WiSi Stalin’s expulsion, n ^ h L^ li a e doS?er g was a s l Sd 
began to keep a close watch on j.j At the time 

In which all his movements were r ““^ u .f*,“Vdted 

of his expulsion from the seminaiy, lie . h ac j had 

Marx’s “ Capital,” besides other Marxist worn ^ hacl 
four years’ experience in secret Mai x s irc^ jnagazine 

published his first illegal i P ei ^ici knowledge in various 
He also had a considerable stole jgf kept adding 

social and natural sciences. Thi3 S e n extens i ve know- 
to, and he astonishes even specialists dj n 
ledge in the most diverse fields. alrea dv had a fully- 

When Stalin left the seminal y he wread^jj with the 

Sea “■ and “ 8 

love for the people ever moie piofouna. 



CHAPTER II 


EARLY 


IN THE SOCIAL-DEMOCRATIC 
MOVEMENT 


Before speaking of Stalin’s early revolutionary activi- 
ties, I must remind you of what Georgia, Armenia and 
Azerbaijan were like in those days. 

The economic life of Transcaucasia, which was nothine 
more than a tsarist colony, was in process of profound 
change Li his remarkable ^ work, “The Development *of 
Capitalism in Russia” (Lenin: “Selected Work',' Vol D 
Lenin refers to the energetic colonization of the Caucasus 
and the extensive breaking up of new land that accom- 
panied it. . . . The ancient native ‘ handicraft ’ indus- 
tries were being ousted by the competition of imported 
Moscow manufactures. . . . Russian capitalism was thus 
drawing the Caucasus into the world system of commodity 
circulation, levelling out its local peculiarities— survivals of 

K? &$g to a i89,T 2TW* 

. n -Pl e on iHdxistry of Transcaucasia developed with parti- 

attrac f ( h ]e foreign capital on a large *scale. 
Baku, Stalin says, did not spring out of the denths of 

towif t aud%ountrv lme TOhn S „ h ^ P b Contrasi existed between 
f " ak w U a s W ? S a eoSy 

most backward, patriarchal-feudal relations “Chid > t? 

msmm 

depicting a dog’s bead Sith p^dCtague^e Zk? 
•10 



.. „ CI iff precl from the class oppression of the- 
ng population suKerea^^ But be neath this oppression 

andl0 rces a o? revolution were working and a revolutionary 

ionsciousness awakenmg. ^ Berla , g b00k> we n0 W have a. 

Thanks to Comraa rk ^ creating a Bolshevik 

splendid J^® t ?i e f wa^awaBia.i What is more, Bena has 
jrganization in lit tie -known sources of information , wid 

hsciosed to us “tti im a vivld light on an important. 

writings Beria’s book, “On the History of the 
period of M*®* .. in Transcaucasia,” is a valuable 
Bolshevik Organgatimjs m i - a Commimist .Party It 

contribution to the hist y profound and complete 

has enabled to form a^m g^, in the creation of 
judgment of the pai P y Beria has done yeoman ser- 
of the S p?rty can afford to ignore his- 

^ learn from Bg*£*“* Send was' l ’gJJff 
the last Movement 1 in Georgia, headed by Urn 

served in. the social d a bourgeois-progressive trend, 

Chavchavadze. the wtitei^u^a ent also produced 

by local conditions in 

tl>e But inthe ’nineties ^^^Dassy, testlfjSg^o theta- 

telUgentsla. however, ^ ie d l ^ p^ rce ived this ideology 
Dassy, headed by Noe joiaaiu* .h . Kerlc(5 their preach- 

al50 ; s a «| 

Tu S tls S h,ter S ted t in 

? a 0 % e aS 3 Hlstory°S ,B th°e S Bolshevik Organizations in Trans- 
caucasia.” English edition.) . . i.u p jujgssameh Dassy 

c to 1895 Sellm pulukltoJoined the Mes™ ^ 
croup. , Lado Ketskhoveli Jomea w ■■ im o b the . great 
d898. P These three young- Maixis , u t he foundation- 
doctrine in Transcaucasia, 

of a revolutionary Marxist orgm^_ ^ 

V «KOF. JORBAWA. through S oH*h«»rt«M. o( ,M *Jf 

Sa 5.4SV-—- or ■ ' • 



Lado Ketskhoveli will be remembered by posterity 
one of the best representatives of Bolshevism. He was de 
voted heart and soul to the cause of Communism, In con' 
junction with Stalin and Sasha Tsulukidze, he did tremen' 
dous work in creating the first revolutionary Marxist or" 
ganizations in Transcaucasia and in organizing a secret 
printing plant. He performed a number of commissions 
entrusted to him by Lenin relating to the technical side of 
underground organization. He was feared and hated bv 
the tsarist authorities. On August 17, 1903, he was fired 
at and killed in his cell by a soldier guarding the prison 
in which he was confined. 

Like Lado Ketskhoveli, Sasha Tsulukidze, despite his 
poor health and frail physique, was possessed of an un- 
usually ardent revolutionary temperament and was also 
thoroughly devoted to the cause Of revolution. Together 
with Stalin, he took part in a number of debates with the 
Mensheviks. He contributed a number of articles to illegal 
publications, written in a consistent Marxist-Leninist vein 
He died of consumption in 1905. 

This group of revolutionary Marxists came into conflict 
irom the very outset with the opportunist majority in the 
Messameh Dassy. 

An important part in forming the views of Stalin 
Sasha Tsulukidze and Lado Ketskhoveli was played by the 
St, Petersburg League of Struggle for the Emancipation of 
the Working Class." 1 We find Lenin’s name being men- 
tioned more and more frequently in the debates and in 
the circles. The reverberations of the organized workers’ 
movement led by the St. Petersburg League of Struggle 
stirred up the masses in other industrial centres. They 
“ ad , a S1 ‘ llilar e ?ect m Transcaucasia, where in the latter 
half, and especially the end, of the ’nineties we observe 
the rise of an organized workers’ movement. In 1900 V 
one °E Lenin’s colleagues, came to Tiflis. 
was , a lo y al and militant supporter of Lenin. 
He had had vast experience in the revolutionary move- 
™ as a highly educated Marxist. He had been 
one of the signatories to the protest of the seventeen Social- 

?h?a 0 Sthor a8alnSfc the ifwffiiLeninwas 

•WORKING r CLi B S UR ‘und EVG T JE -° F S Tj lUGGI ' E F01i EMANCIPATION OF THE 
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their PO.Ict meent .bet the Party would follow behind ££ Taffi '£ 

'12 



The difference which at that time had arisen in other 
Democratic organizations were also splitting the' 
JJSnieh Dassy into an opportunist majority, on the one- 
K and a young revolutionary wing, headed by Stalin, 

° n difference arose ove^' the need for an Illegal: 

revolutionary newspaper. Stalin, Ketskhoveli and Tsulu- 
tldze insisted that such a newspaper be started. 

The second difference related to the need for starting 
mass agitation. The opportunist majority continued to 
maintain that only propaganda within the bounds of the 
law should be conducted; it feared a resort to mass agi- 
ation for that would, be exceeding legal bounds and adopt- 
iw the oath of revolution. But the movement was strain- 
ne at the old fetters ; it had outgrown the propaganda 
circles The need for mass agitation was making itself felt 
more and more keenly. This was figuratively expressed by 
Juvenalv Melnikov, a Ukrainian propagandist of that period, 
who said that "it is better to raise the masses one inch, 
than to raise one man a whole storey." • 

A mass movement was developing at that time among 
the workers of Tiflis, Stalin was conducting several Marxist 
workers’ circles, for he attributed the utmost importance 
to educating the advanced workers in the revolutionary 
cnirit Sylvestre Todvia. who was a member of one of 
Stalin’s secret workers’ circles, recalls being asked by him 
on one occasion what they taught in the legally-sanctioned 
Sunday school run by the opportunist majority of the 

MessamehnDassy.^ writes Todria; "that they explain 

how the sun moves, he replied with a smile, ‘ Listen, friend, 
don’t you worry about the sun ; it will not stray from its 
orbit; What you had better learn is how the revolutionary 
cause should move, and help me to arrange a little illegal 

’’^Anothe^woi'ker , by tlie name of Georgi Nlnua, who 
attended one of Stalin’s circles, relates :- 

"Comrade Stalin conducted our circle for over two 
years. Whatever the subject he was lectur ng 
always divide it into themes. He a s^endid knowledge 
of the history of the working-class movement in the West 
and of revolutionary Social-Democratic’' theory, an ". 
talks at once riveted' the attention of the workers mm 
would quote from *ction and scientific works ne wa 
always citing examples. When addressing ffs, he naa 
notebook before him or just a sheet of paper covered warn 

tUw. Their* name Is derived £rbm ‘heir lUeery ’ tht^poHUcsl 

Itself only with eeo/iomfi Issues, wages, hours, oonditlenii 
igiintt (he (Bar to (ho Liberal Capitalists. 



fine writing. It was obvious that he carefully prepared for 
'every talk. We usually met in the evenings, at dusk, and 
on Sundays would go out into the country in groups of 
five to ten and would carry On our discussions without 

regard for time. x . ,, 

“ Comrade Stalin’s lectures were more m the nature of 
informal talks. As a rule, he would, not pass to another 
sublect until he was satisfied that we hacl fully understood 
the first. When replying to his questions, we would cite 
facts from our own lives'as workers, recount what happened 
in the factories and how we were exploited by the manage- 
ment the contractors and the foremen. Whenever such 
subie'cts were touched on, Comrade Stalin would show a 
particularly keen interest. He would put many questions 
to the workers and then draw conclusions. These con- 
clusions were of the highest value and significance to the 
revolutionary movement. 

“Comrade Stalin was our teacher, but he would often 
say that he himself learnt from the workers.” 

In 1898 the railway shops and a number of other plants 
In Tiflis went on strike. These strikes were led by a group 
of revolutionary Social-Democrats headed by Stalin and 
Lado Ketskhoveli. In 1899 the first revolutionary celebra- 
tion of May Day was held by the Tiflis workers. A tram 
strike in Tiflis at the end of 1899 terminated ifi a victory for 
the workers. And on. May 1, 1900, Stalin addressed a re- 
volutionary May Day meeting attended by about five 
hundred worker^. ; > ■ • •• , ,»\ 

To-day, of course, there is nothing extraordinary in a 
meeting of five hundred workers. But that was the first 
meeting of its size in Tiflis, and it was the first speech Stalin 
made at a mass meeting of workers. \ • 

On April 22, 1901, there was a demonstration of some 
two thousand workers directed by Stalin. It was savagely 
attacked by the tsarist authorities. Lenin’s “ Iskra ” (“The 
Spark”), referred to this demonstration as an epoch-mak- 
ing event in the history' of the Caucasus. “This day marks 
the inception of an open revolutionary movement In the 
Caucasus,” says Beria in his book " Lado Ketskhoveli.” 

From December 28, 1899, to March. 21; 1901, when Stalin 
was obliged to gm into hiding in order to esoape persecution, 
he earned his living as an observer in the Tiflis geophysical 
•observatory. The memoirs of : Vano Ketskhoveli, entitled 
“The Dawn of the Working-Class Party ” and published in 
the “ Zarya Vostoka” (“Dawn of the East”), tells of this 
period of Stalin’s life. r i 

"At the ..end of .December, 1899,” Vano Ketskhoveli 
relates, “ there was a vacancy for an observer in the 
- observatory and, on Lado’s advice, Comrade Stalin applied 
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for it We had to keep awake all night and make obser- 
vations at stated intervals with the help of intricate instru- 
ments. The work demanded great nervous concentration 
and patience. The post of observer was always falling 
vacant, and that explains the comparative ease with which 

I then Comrade Stalin, then M. Davitashvili, and finally 
Vaso Berdzenishvili, who had also left the seminary at the 
beginning of 1900, found jobs at the observatory.” 

In addition to the reminiscences of Vano Ketskhoveli, 
-we have those of ! Vaso Berdzefifehyili relating to the period 
of Stalin’s life when, he i worked iin the observatory. 

"We used to get books 'WM^econd-hand dealers and 
from the Kaidanova libral'Wjbn Kirochnaya Street” 
Berdzenishvili relates. " ThlsTipJ^ry did us yeoman service. 
Comrade Stalin also used to procure illegal pamphlets and 
the "Iskra,” and let us. read them; but where and from 
•whom he got them nohe of us knew. Comrade Stalin would 
not even tell his friends where he spent his time. But I 
knew, because I had attended the illegal workers’ circles 
several times.” 

In 1901, on the initiative of Stalin and Lado Ketskhoveli, 
an illegal printing plant was started in Baku, and in Sep- 
tember of the same year the first Georgian illegal newspaper, 

II Brdzola ” ("The Struggle”), the organ of the Tiflis re- 
volutionary Social-Democrats, began to appear in Tiflis. 
This was a newspaper of the Leninist "Iskra” trend. It 
advocated the broad development of agitational work and 
called upon the workers to take up the struggle against 
the tsar, the landlords and the capitalists. It proclaimed 
the indivisible unity of the ranks of the working class of 
all Russia in the fight for Socialism. 

In an editorial In its first issue, the “ Brdzola ” declared 
that "the Georgian Social-Democratic movement . . . 
goes hand in hand with the entire Russian movement and 
consequently subordinates itself to the Russian Social- 
Democratic Party.” (L. Beria, "On the History of the 
Bolshevik Organizations in Transcaucasia.”) 

The “Brdzola” advocated the ideas of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. It fought the "legal Marxists”* and 
the "Economists.” It insisted on the need for an open 
revolutionary struggle of the working class. It stood for 
the hegemony of the proletariat in the coming bourgeois- 
democratic revolution, and it attacked the opportunist 

•LEGAL MARXISTS. So called because they did net belong lo er work In the 
Mantel organUatlono which wero Illegal under the tear. They advocated ibe capitalist 
lyelew na the moat nullable for Russia, seeing capitalism as as adrasee on the foods! 
eeadltlosB which still nurvivedi but they wero against the farther advance towasda the 
Socialist Revolution. 



Bernsteinist* views as expounded, among others tw t 
dania and Chkheidae. The leadtag arUcles in this^eZ' 
paper were written by Stalin and Lado Ketsklioveii ews ' 
On March 21 , 1901 , in the absence of Stalin, the atmrt 
ment in which he and Berdzenishvlli lived was seaK 
by the police.' Berdzenishvlli writes: searched. 

“They burst into the room, asked who I was wh n „i 
lived in the apartment, and began their search Thev flm 
ransacked my room, packed up and sealed bertainw 
publications of a Marxist trend, drew up a protocol am! 
gave it to me to sign. They then proceeded tn S, 3 ! 
Stalin's room. They turnod ove“ thing ups?de down pS 
into every corner, shook out the beddhig-but found Snth 1 
mg Comrade Stalin would always return a bS 9 <w 
reading it and never kept it at home. As to illegal mm 
phiets, we used to keep them concealed under a brick X 
on the banks of the River Kura. Comradp ataiSn woV,!?" 

thpv°^a ! n fc ? is res P ect ‘ After searching the second rooirf 
ha/ded® ™ “ P a pratocoi ' and awly emp“y-' 

DeJo^^^ 

s’ sm, sE 5S 

a Social-Democratic organization there This was th/°hl tt 
gintdng o the Batum period of his activities 6 be ' 

ists ’uinri W 4 ? C SS leidze and other “legal Marx- 

S1ISSSS30S 

advocated a collaboration between thT^pltXu 0 a^d^tli " h °‘ u ,bB ° , 6 hloen nluollcj, 
brh^ha-M the peaceful evolution of Socialism/ d * HOrkin S olaea which would 

of several group., the" D^d ^ the" L m^,c“ o^SUugJ^ot/™? f 1898 ‘ Co,n P°“ d 

anl^^in'oxity^MeMhmiks^^^aliin* led 'tbo Cb iQajorIty b Th^ 1 

the next Congrcs9 (1905). In 1908 Unit na« rr .Lull* m *"orIty refused to attend 
Bolihevlka continued to be the revolutionarv , bUt on,y on I ,l *P cr : ,fl <> 

**•»*. the Mensheviks temaloed apart. The/ contlm^.l'T* Dff n r rovolu,lounr >’ organlza- 
the Bolahevilc organizations and policies, until in 1912 aim ,b ® ° bnndo T ,em of 

aectlona by the expulsion of the Menshevik. Tl.« n/i'n „ ty plt com Plotely Into two 
of R.S.D.L.P, (Bolshevik*) till ffiff & wtn at ,\ T ^ C ° m, f UC r, d ,0 U8 ° ,bo 
Lenin* proposal, the name was chanced to r S . evc “ lb Pat1 / Congress, on 

1923 on the for^tion of the Soviet Unlon rt? J : °“ munis ‘ (BolshovUu) . fu 

Soviet Union (Bolsheviks). ° ’ “ c namc ^Mtns Communist Part y of. the 
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meooed party work. Batum was a big working-class centre 
with several large oil refineries belonging to Mantashev, 
Sideridis, Rothschild and Nobel. Stalin eagerly set about 
organizing circles of advanced workers at these plants to 
help him in his activities. He himself carried on propa- 
ganda among them. He also organized a secret printing 
plant, himself writing leaflets and printing them with the 
help of the workers. The Batum secret police reported at 
this period that the workers had a profound respect for 
Joseph Djugaslivill and looked upon him as their teacher 
«, . The development of the Social-Democratic move- 

ment, ” one such report states, “has made great progress 
.since the autumn of 1901, when the Tiflis Committee of the 
R.S.D.LP. sent one of its members, Joseph Djugashvtli a 
former sixth-class student of the Tiflis Theological Semi- 
nary, to Batum to carry on propaganda among the factory 
workers. Thanks to Djugashvili’s activities, Social-Demo- 
cratic organizations have begun to spring up in all the 
Batum plants. ** fh’«t rUvpetPd by the Tiflis Committee." 

On the night of December 31, 1901, Stalin called a 
conference of workers’ circles under the guise of a New 
year's party, which was attended by about thirty persons. 
At this conference was formed the Batum Committee of 
die R.S.DLP- — thn first /s/cra-ist Social-Democratic- 
organization in Batum. 

There are very moving reminiscences of this conference 
recounted by old workers of Transcaucasia. One of them, 
Rodion Korkia, relates that Stalin ended his speech with 
the words : " See. the day is already dawning I Soon the 
sun will rise. That sun will shine for us. Believe ray 
words, comrades ! ” 

With the help of the newly-formed workers' organiza- 
tions, the Batum Committee of the R.S.D.L.P. launched a 
number of strikes in that city in the beginning of 1902. The 
strike committees at the plants were directed by Stalin 
and the strikes grew more and more stubborn. The tsarist 
authorities became aiarmed and appointed a military 
governor over Batum.. The governor tried to intimidate 
the workers into calling off the strikes, but all to no pur- 
pose. Nor were the mass arrests effected on the night of 
March 7 of any avail. On March 8, 1902. there was a mass 
demonstration of workers organized by Stalin. The workers 
demanded the release of the arrested men, but instead of 
meeting the demand, the police arrested over three hundred 
of the demonstrators. On March 0, Stalin organized an 
even more Impressive demonstration, in which not only 
the workers on strike in the Rothschild and Mantashev 
plants took part, but also the dockers, railwaymen and 
other workers. Singing revolutionary songs and carrying 



red banners, the demonstration marched to the deporta- 
tion barracks, where the arrested men were held prisoner, 
and demanded their release. Fire was opened on the de- 
monstration; fifteen workers were killed and fifty-four 
wounded. I. Darakhvelidze, an old Batum worker, relates : 

"Comrade Soso (Stalin) stood in the midst of the 
turbulent sea . of workers, personally directing the move- 
ment. A worker named Kalandadze, who was wounded 
in the arm during the firing, was led out of the crowd and 
afterwards taken home by Comrade Stalin himself.” 

On March 12, Stalin arranged a revolutionary funeral 
of the workers killed on March 9. In spite of the recent 
shooting, huge numbers of workers attended the funeral- 
A leaflet written by Stalin and widely distributed both in 
Batum and in other cities was filled with revolutionary 
fire and passion: "All honour to you who have laid down 
your lives for the truth I All honour to the breasts that suckl- 
ed you ! All honour to you whose brows are adornpd with the 
crown of the martyrs, and who with pale and faltering 11 ns 
breathed words of struggle in your hour of death t All 
honour to your shades that hover over us and whisuer in 
our ears. 'Avenge our blood!’” 

Stalin at first lived in the house of Mate Rusidze, and 
then moved to the house of a peasant bv the name of Kha- 
shim Smyrba. In her “ Tale of the Unforgettable,” printed 
in the “Zarya Vostnka " Ninutsa Modebadze gives us the 
folowing picture of the conditions in which Stalin worked : 

Comrade Stalin lived in the home of Mate Rusidze. 
Two rooms were occupied by the Darakhvelidze brothers 
and Kotsia KandPlakl, while Comrade Stalin occupied a 
small adjacent room. This room had no window : the 
outer door was always padlocked and did not attract at- 
n Jr 6 hfihvpp ". the outer and inner doors (the 

rauitf ."‘cuteS wall huns Wlth Cl0thGS anii 

and 'bespihe^Shapatava. ^ h ° USe ™ S 0ccupled * MlaI ' 

. *' A Printing press was installed In Stalin’s room. Here 

an , d here h j s A leaflefcs were printed. Here, too, 
the dTad oFnlghtf USed to foregather f or conferences in 

lets "triple fear&SS IS r S ?o e draw 

work and with th - 

hon fc «fp li !!f i ^ S hol 1 Mm a Q SeCr l t prl ^l ng P ,ant In Batum in the 
a°qimn?p 5 myrb{ V This Abkhassian pearanfc was 

a simple man who was not even able. to read but he used 
to carry around the leaflets written and printed by Stalin 
18 



concealed in baskets of fruit. Hundreds of simple folk- 
workers and peasants— helped Stalin in his revolutionary 
activities. The close link always maintained between the 
masses and Stalin, the professional underground revolu- 
tionary; the revolutionary MarxUt-Leninist, was in itself a 
source of real strength. 

On April 5, X902, during a meeting of the leading Party 
group, Stalin was arrested by the tsarist police and con- 
signed to Batum prison. But neither in this prison nor 
in the Kutais prison, to which he was transferred, did he 
discontinue his revolutionary activities. He managed to 
establish contact from prison with his comrades still at 
liberty, and assisted them in the same way that Lenin 
assisted his comrades from prison. At the same time Stalin 
worked energetically among the political prisoners. He 
helped them to understand the great teachings of Marx, 
Engels and Lenin. The tsarist government convicted him 
on the charge of being the chief leader and teacher In 
the revolutionary movement of the Batum workers. He 
was also convicted in the case of the Tiflis Social-Demo- 
cratic organization. 

In February, 1903, the first congress of the Cauca- 
sian Social-Democratic organization was held, at which 
the Caucasian Federal Committee of the R.S.D.L.P. was 
formed. Confined behind prison walls, Stalin was elect- 
ed a member of the Caucasian Federal Committee in his 
absence. 

On July 9, 1903, the “decision of His Imperial Majes- 
ty was promulgated sentencing Stalin to exile in Eastern 
Siberia for three years under open police surveillance. Be- 
fore leaving for exile, he was again transferred to the 
Batum prison, and it was only towards the end of Novem- 
ber, 1903, that he was sent off to Eastern Siberia, to the 
village of Novaya Uda, Balagansk District, in the Province 
of Irkutsk. Many have undoubtedly seen the picture of 
Stalin during this period of exile painted recently by one 
of our self-taught artists. He is shown weaving felt boots, 
winter overcoat and fur cap, all covered with snow, stand- 
ing on a high bluff and gazing longingly Into the distance 
where lived the men and women with whom he had worked. 

At the time of his first exile, Stalin was already a 
prominent organizer and an outstanding leader of the 
masses. He had become the leader of the Transcaucasian 
Bolsheviks, but his tremendous prestige was not confined 
to Transcaucasia. One of his great services at this period 
was the formation, in conjunction with Lado KetskhovcJI. 
Sasha Tsulukidze, Mikha Tskhakaya and a number of 
other comrades, of the first of the /skra-ist Social-Demo- 
cratic committees, the publication of the first illegal lite- 
rs 



25*55 and the organization of the first secret printing 
npHnrt m«^hf fic ^ ca8 ?’ Another of his services at this- 

nomtefs” ?«i 1 «i Q StrU f? le S8» in8t the legalists, the “Eco- 
552?®®® and the nationalists, a struggle which he wup-m 
with as much vigour and energy as Lenin * Waged 

ft was durin S this exile, in 1903, that Stalin and Lenta 
5 eca ? ie ^5 j ia nted by correspondence. Recalling tills 
period when addressing the Lenin memorial meeting at 

s^d: m n 8011001 on 28, S Stalhi 

it Jil ^became acquainted with Lenin in 1903. True, 
pnwSSiSJLSJi 1 *' £ a ! acdUaint ance; it was maintained by 
SS5f® s S?i ld ®“ 0( B - ® ut . Jt made an indelible Impression 

work mVf?Pn^? h T has n f er ^ ffc me throughout all my 
worx m the Party. I was in exile in Siberia at the tims 

^rf k M> 0 fhl d ^ e ! Of fl Len,n,s revol « fc ionary activities since the 
end of the nineties, and especially after 1901 after the 

h?§ e a a ^ 0f n/ fi & ha S convinced y me that in Lenin we 
S52 „ a man °, f extraordinary calibre. I did not regard 

g? S e Z e S5i 0 fL t S e f ? rt l'’ bufc as lfcs actual founder, 
°? e understood the inner essence and urgent 

**£® da .°f , our Party. When I compared him with the 

he h ' warhead* luj P fi‘ ty ' it . al ways seemed to me that 
b® Wa J Q bead and shoulders above his colleagues— Plekha- 

them M len^’ SS ? nd f the °t hers I that, compared with 
S 8 JS'« vSlfeJ* 88 n i 0t ^ ust one of the leaders, but a leader 
of the highest rank, a mountain eagle, who knew no fear 
In the struggle, and who boldly led the Party forward along 

men?” TSi? r fi2n??J5n 0 1 tl ?° Ru ® slan revolutionary move- 
?f2r t00k a deep hold of me that 

mho \ ed mRe , a bout it to a close friend of mine 

tc> h elvp rnl V h?f j?n<J< po t i cal e *J le abroad, requesting him 
to give me his opinion. Some time later, when I was al- 

ready in exile in Siberia — this was at the end of 1903 I re- 

ceived an enthusiastic letter from my friend and a simnlo 

SpneS U mv y fr e a e t^ ^ whom P l£ 

appeare “» m y friend had shown my letter. Lenin’s note 

S critic?am i nf ly fb? 0 n’ ? con f ained a bold and fear- 
T 0f fc be ^ practical work of our Party, and a 

nf^X abl 7«.£ Ie ^T *i nd conclse account of the entire plan 
P £ rty ln 9 1 ? l, mme dlate future. Only Lenin 
^ write of the most intricate things so slmnlv and 
so °Qn??f Se y . and bolffly that every sentence dTd not 

hniri^H-^ofk ng o Uke a rIfle 5hofc * This simple and 
b °l d letter strengthened my opinion that Lenin was the 

having from 1 th°/ hahif 1 c !? not forgive myse1f for 
j ,r. the habit of an old underground worker 

to th^fto^f l6tter ° f Lenin ' s * ^ ma ny other letters', 
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“My acquaintance with Lenin dates from that time." 
(-"Stalin on Lenin"). 

A careful study of Stalin’s early revolutionary activi- 
ties shows that from the end of the ’nineties they were 
■closely interwoven with the activities of the founder of 
■our Party— Lenin. There were many occasions when Stalin 
had to issue slogans and find solutions to theoretical pro- 
blems quite independently; and in all his activities we de- 
tect the same underlying principles, the same line of con- 
sistent revolutionary Marxism that we find in Lenin. In 
this preparatory period, the eve of the first Russian revo- 
lution, Stalin's activities in Transcaucasia were wholly 
directed towards ensuring the hegemony of the working 
class in the coming revolution. 

In the spring of 1904 Stalin escaped from Iris place of 
exile in Irkutsk and returned to Batum, but was very soon 
obliged to leave that city. This is what Natalia Kirtadze 
says in her reminiscences of Stalin’s return from exile: 

“One night in the early part of 1904, there was a knock 
at my door. It was already past midnight. 

“ 'Who’s there?’ I called. 

" 'It’s me, let me in.’ 

“ 'Who are you?’ 

*' 'It’s me. Soso.’ 

“It seemed so incredible that I would not open the 
door until he had given the password: 'Long live a thou- 
sand times!’ 

“I asked him how he came to be in Batum. 

“ ‘I escaped', Soso replied. 

“Soon after, he left for Tiflls, from where he wrote to 
u« several times. Comrade Stalin was then directing the 
-activities of the Caucasian Federal Committee. 

“In the spring of 1904, Soso again returned to Batum. 
During this stay he conducted several debates with the 
Mensheviks in the house of Iliko Sharashidze in Barfcz- 
Abana,” 



CHAPTER m 


ACTIVITIES DURING THE FIRST RUSSIAN REVOLUTION 

The revolutionary movement in Transcaucasia led 
the Bolshevik organizations, played a big part in the deviv 
lopment of the first Russian revolution. The mighty re 
volutionary energy which had been dammed up bv the 
tsarist autocracy broke its banks, and in the towns and 
villages of Georgia assumed the form of an impetuous 
mass movement, of a genuine movement of the neonle 
The anger of the Georgian masses which had been accu- 
mulating for centuries against their oppressors, their hat- 
red for the landlords, capitalists and tsarist officials found 
expression in revolutionary uprisings in the towns and in 
the countryside. 

A most important role in the leadership of this move- 
ment, in the political education of the masses, was plaved 
by Stalin. As we know, he was exiled to Siberia In 1003 
but In January, 1904, he escaped and returned to Tiflia' 
where he assumed the leadership of the Bolshevik organi- 
st 10 ™ of Transcaucasia. This was the period in which 
the Bolshevik Party was taking more and more definite 
shape organisationally. Ideologically and politically fol- 
lowing the split at the Second Congress of the R S D L P * ’ 

. W P^ Stalin and Lenin we perceive the 

closest affinity of Ideas. And this affinity Is invariably to 
be observed whenever Stalin had to decide independently 
what course to take amid the rapidly changing events, 

OT nrMni h ifo Pei l i0d 5 nomber of Lenin’s writings helped tlie 
working c(ass to adopt a correct position on all ciuestion<i 

"What g Is° To 6 Be e nnnP? d mtn^r ° f revolufclon * His book 
r? To Be P, one? (Little Lenin Library. Vol 4). 
helped to prepare the Party ideologically: his "One Stct> 
Si ^0 Steps Back" (English Edition, Lawrence and 
), deve! loped the principles of organization* his 
TWo Tactics of Social-Democracy in the Democratic Re- 
nrnWpiSq & political education in the fundamental 

ussian revolution helped the ideological, organizational 

•Tk® S tUl U tke R.S.DX.P. 8*, n8 «e to page IS. 



and- political training of the Bolshevik organization in 
Transcaucasia. Furthermore, the writings of Stalin not 
only popularized the ideas of Lenin, the ideas of Marx and 
Engels, but developed a number of problems independently. 
Taken together, his theoretical writings of this period— 
as for example, “A Glance at the Disagreements in the 
Party,” written at the beginning of 1905, the article “Two 
Conflicts,” published in January, 1906, a series of articles 
under the general title “Anarchism or Socialism” printed, 
in the newspapers “Akhall Tskhovreba” (“The New Life”), 
“Akhall Droyeba” (“The New Times”), “Chveni Tskhovreba” 
("The Times"), “Dro” (“The Times”) and a number of 
other articles— give a developed exposition of the teachings 
of Marxism-Leninism on the principles of dialectical and 
historical materialism, and on the principles of Bolshe-^ 
vlk strategy, tactics and organization. 

Thus, in the period of the first Russian revolution 
Stalin worked hand in hand with Lenin in hamriiering out 
the Bolshevik line. 

It should be mentioned that a highly important factor 
in the activities of the Bolshevik organizations in Trans- 
caucasia — and not in Transcaucasia alone— was the sec- 
ret printing press in Avlabar. This printing press was set 
up on Stalin’s instructions, and its excellent organization 
singled it out from all the known illegal printing presses. 
For long the police were unable to discover its where-, 
abouts, and it was only on April 15, 1906, that it was seized 
by the authorities. On this press were printed the fol- 
lowing proclamations and leaflets, most of which were 
written by Stalin: “To the Caucasian Workers,” “What 
Are the Pacts?” “Workers of the Caucasus, It is Time for 
Revenge I” “To the Organized Workers of Tiflls,” “To the 
New Recruits,” “Comrades!” “The Beast at Bay,” “Down 
With the Warl” “To All Working Men, Working Women 
and Peasants of the Caucasus,” “To the Reservists,” “The 
Autocracy and the Armenians,” “Social-Democrats on 
Trial,” “To the Workers,” “To the Kakhetino-Kartallau 
Peasants,” “Brother Soldiers 1” “The Latest News,” “To the 
Workers of the First District,” and "Conditions of Labour 
at the Pridonov and Co. Confectionery Factory.” 

This press also printed pamphlets in Russian, Geor- 
gian, Armenian and Azerbaijanian, which were circulated 
not only among the Transcaucasian, but among other Party 
organizations of Russia as well. . . 

Here Is a list of pamphlets printed on the Avlabar 

press: Lenin, “A Revolutionary-Democratic Dictatorship 
of the Proletariat and Peasantry;” Lenin, T° the Rui^u, 
Poor” (Lenin: Selected Works, Vol. II); Stalin, A Glance 
at the Disagreements in the Party; Stalin, Two Con- 



flicts;" Stalin, “Statement Regarding the All-Russian Con 
ferences of the Minority and Majority;” also “The Peasant 
Movement in Guria;” “Four Brothers;” “The Working 
Day;" “May Day;” “What Every Worker Should Know and 
Remember;” “Socialism;” “The New Path;” "Statement Re 
garding the Third Party Congress, Together with the Party 
Rules and Congress Resolutions;” “Rules of the R.S.DLP 
Adopted at the Third Congress;" “Program of the RBJJLP 
Adopted at the Second Congress;" “Spiders and Flies”* 
“Revolutionary Songs;" “The Workers and the Political 
System in Russia;" “Our Demands— Immediate and 
Ultimate.” 

The tsarist government regarded it as a big victory 
when the Aviabar printing plant was discovered. Wo con 
get an idea of the plant from the following account which 
appeared in the bourgeois newspaper Kavkaz (“Caucasus") 
■of April 16, 1906: ) 

“ ‘Secret Printing Plant.' On Saturday, April 15. in the 
courtyard of an uninhabited detached house belonging to 
D. Rostomashvili in Aviabar, some 150 or 200 paces from 
-the City Hospital for Contagious Diseases, a well was dis- 
covered some seventy feet deep, which could be descended 
by means of a rope and pulley. At a depth of about nftv 
feet there was a gallery leading to another well, in which 
there was a ladder about thirty-five feet high riving ac- 
cess to a vault situated beneath the cellar of the house 
In this vault a fully-equipped printing plant has been dis- 
covered with twenty cases of Russian, Georgian and Arme- 
nian type, a hand-press costing between 1,500 and 2 000 
5$?®' S fmf r tS US acids j, bl » stin g gelatine and other parapher- 
«£ la , f ?A ^P raa nufacture of bombs, a large quantity of 
the seals varlous regiments and gov- 
ihl tut P n i* as YP 1 a JL an infernal machine con- 
JrfiSJf bs ' °i, dyua , mite ' The establishment was illu- 
acetylene lamps and was fitted up with an 
nf 6 ' system. In a shed in the courtyard 

mJprio^To 6 ’ th v5 ee n Y e bambs > bomb casings anct similar 
mterial have been found. Twenty-four persons have 

ne^paper 1 “Elva ,,a ( "tIpIi » \^ e edlt ° riaI offices of the 

impSed ii? this office! 

aTwelfas 1 St q ?w?n t }^hi f i L l6gal literature and leaflets, 

£n ‘ y eaKp Pa Se\l £ e°c r t?i?' wSs° have 
issuing from the secret printing plant in 
a 5 e bel «g made in the hope 

inac same evening three other persons were ar- 
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rested in connection with this affair. All the way io the 
prison the arrested men kept singing the Marseillaise.” 

¥ The facts revealed in the case of the Aviabar printing 
plant give us an idea of the tremendously varied work 
undertaken by Stalin in the period of the first revolution. 

As we know, Stalin was unable to attend tire Second 
party Congress because he was in exile, but when he re- 
turned he vigorously set to work to secure the convoca- 
tion of the Third Party Congress. Ho combated the coor- 
cillators on the Central Committee of the R.S-D.LP., and 
when he grew convinced that they were hand in glove 
with the Mensheviks in sabotaging the demand for the 
convocation of the Third Congress, he broke with the Mon- 
shevik-conciliationist Central Committee of the RJ3.D.LJP. 
He exposed the duplicity of Glebov (Noskov), who had been 
elected to the Central Committee at the Second Congress 
as a Bolshevik, but then betrayed the Bolsheviks and help- 
ed the Mensheviks to seize the Central Committee and the 
Central Organ of the Party. „ _ 

In November, 1904, a Bolshevik Conference of the Caur- 
casian Committees met In Tiflis, presided over by Stalin. 
This conference called for the convocation of the Third 
Party Congress, pointing out that the Congress was essen- 
tial both because it was necessary to establish peace in 
the Party and “because of the conditions of the present 
historical moment, which require exceptional unanimity 
and unity of action on the part of the individual sections 
of the Party for a decisive onslaught against the tsarist 
autocracy.” (L. Beria, "un the History of the Bolshevik 
Organizations in Transcaucasia”) 

In the years 1905-07, Mikha Tskhakaya worked hand 
in hand with Stalin in guiding the Caucasian Federal Com- 
mittee of the R.SD.L.P. Other members of this Commit- 
■tee were Sasha Tsulukidze, Stepan Shaumyan, Alyosha 
Djaparidze, Bogdan Knuniyantz, Philip Makharadze and 

Mllcho Bochoridze. it _ „ . „ . . 

In this struggle for a Bolshevik Party Stalin revealed 
himself as an organizer of outstanding talent, as an inde- 
fatigable propagandist of the ideas of Marxism-Leninrm 
and a prominent theoretician of scientific Socialism. The 
Bolsheviks of Transcaucasia had to wage a severe struggle 
against the Mensheviks, who were led by men like JordA- 
nla, Tsereteli, Ramishvili, Chkheldze and Lomtatidae 

Stalin and other Bolsheviks constantly toured the cities 
and other large centres of Transcaucasia, debating , with 
Mensheviks, Socialist-Revolutionaries and Anarchlste. 
Stalin himself visited the chief centres ! or the ‘movement 
-Tiflis, Baku, Kutais, Gori, Chiaturi, Khon , Bwtado Mg 
..other places. During these tours he not only debated with 
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JSfiSSg °th? r opponents of the consistent Mane* 
hne, but also carried on extensive organiza- 

ahevlk CWat S?- for exam Ple, he formed \ Bul- 

|hevik regional committee of the Party. On his inltla- 

formed ^m^retino-Mingrelian Committee was 

tnrSJS? i»f K . ufc « l dlrecfc the Parfc y organizations of the 
Sieves fc tii ^ V n , Ce A, F allowln S a debate with the Men- 
^etunA^hS ? ho T nl £ istrlc f- a Bolshevik Committee was 
BoWhKv?iv?«??M. In . th ? s . e debates with the opponents of 
trafnt- i n ? ston i s ied his auditors by his calm res- 

est 4 C0 ^? dence in the justice and strength 
iF hus ’ ln J f ay * l? 05 - he £ P° ke afc a huge meot- 
-JwL?* , d , ecI , by some tWo th °usand workers at which a 
-tjQne»Li 1*0 0 ^p P laa ® with Anarchists, followers of Kropotkin 
—Go gelia, Tsereteli and others. Kekelidze, who was pre- 

SgiftV r A elates: " The meeting opens. Kola 

each nf firct i A . lon S debate ensues . . . Whereas 

cafmlv f hnf oPPphents stormed and raved, Comrade Kola 
shattered and demolished all their ar- 
her ? i°5* the Bolsheviks were victorious: 
«ie workers supported Comrade Koba unanimously." (Quot- 

Stion s L i„ B ¥^ n5 °ScSi e a .^ StDry ° J the Bolshevllc 

wW 3? fa mous Baku strike broke out, 

t he herald of the first Russian revolution. This 
ShP^inSfniS 1 ® ?< aku P rol ® tariafc served as the signal for 
ovpr pSlS? 8 5?iS? 8 Januar y and February, 1905, all 
? la * At 5 he end of 1904 the Baku workers secured 
first nf ?U coUective bargaining agreement, the 

me^t f ™« kl 2SLi2 the hIsfcory of the Russian labour move- 
mider th ? S t entered the first revolution 

the slogans of the Bolsheviks, rejecting the slogans 

Cfcdetf a^rDSaks S * 00lallSt ‘ ReVOlUtl0narleS ' Aliarchlst3 - 
the fundamental problems of the struggle— orga- 

nlainw? m ^ etl i5 al l » u Pol Si caI and tactical— were ex- 

EJJ2KLE 0 thf L workers hy Stalin in his speeches, leaflets, 
Sff^S efca #.^ ld 4. x i umer °U8 articles. At this time he was 
difficult nnd l 1StHr P ropft 8andist, able to explain the most 
S fni quesfc ?« n t0 the workers In a clear 

modPi °S P «?m^u S nH 8 u ay> , Whlle his expositions were a 
2SSf“ 2 he al ^ ays condemned over-simplifi- 
ca ? ri t d to the point of vulgarization. 

that rlm'nSc !*PP£; s how ? e explain ed the principle 
tnat changes in Ideology never keep pace with changes In 

dIbpiIm , 8 ^V u m Party. Armenian National!.*, non- working etas. part,, 
the Mmtailm iTrtJZfiSS A * b “ ,0 ‘ w “ l * * ‘to Armenia. M |.ltklUt 0 | aftec 

*U th# Pna ' h ' Bt,,toh and Interrentlonlel* again* tb* 



the material conditions of life. Imagine, he said, a shoe- 
maker who once had his own tiny workshop, but, b8lng 
unable to stand the competition of the big man, Is forced. . 
to close down and take a job, let us say, with Adelkhanov, 
He goes to work in Adelkhanov’s factory, not with the 
idea of becoming a permanent wage worker, but in order 
to pinch and squeeze and save up enough money to open 
hla own workshop again. As you see, the status of this 
shoemaker is already that of a proletarian; his mentality, 
however, ia not yet proletarian, but thoroughly petty-bour- 
geois. His non-proletarian status is already a thing of 
the past, but his petty-bourgeois mentality still persists; 16 
has not kept pace with his new social status. Thus it ia 
the external conditions, the mode of life of men, that 
change first; then their mentality changes in conformity 
with the changed conditions. 

It should now be easy to understand how important 
materialist theory is for man’s practical activities. Since - 
it is a man’s economic conditions that change first, and 
his mentality only afterwards, in conformity with the eco- 
nomic changes, it is clear that we must seek for the basis 
of any particular ideal not in people’s minds or imagina- 
tions, but in the development of economic conditions. Only 
those ideals are suitable and tenable which are based on 
a study of economic conditions, and all Ideals which ig- 
nore economic conditions, which do not take account of the 
development of economic conditions, are unsuitable and. 
untenable. ... , _ . 

If man’s mentality, morals and habits spring from ex- 
ternal conditions, if legal and political forms are unsuit- 
able because of their economic implications, it is clear that 
In order to bring about a fundamental change in the mo- 
rals, habits and political system of a people we must help 
to bring about a fundamental change in economic rela- 

ti0n Thus we see how Stalin, proceeding from the particu- 
lar case of a shoemaking who has lost his economic inde- 
pendence. was a hip tn pvniain profound and far-reaciung' 
philosophical generalizations. ... 

Here is anotner example. Stalin was criticizing the 
theory known as economic materialism. He asked the ad- 
vocates of this vulgar materialism where, when, on what 
planet, and bv which Marx was it said that s ideo 
Fogy is determined by the food he eats.” He challenged 
hla opponents to cite a single statement, a ^ngle passage 
from the works of Marx in support, of their contentions 
True, Marx did say that man’smentallty. his geology, 
determined by economic conditions. But w ^ e J G f . 
say that economic conditions and food are one and the same 



-Utog? Was it not obvious that a physiological category 
Xlfee food was completely different from a soeioloX/i 
category? 

Stalin fought consistently against what was calif* 
“Zubatovism”; an attempt to introduce amongst the work 
ers trade unions run by the police, which, under the ieaS' 
ership of the brothers Shendrlkov, had gained a foothdto 
in Baku. M 

Of outstanding importance were his activities in 
paring for armed insurrection, in which he attributed thf 
utmost importance to the arming of the workers. Bp 
assisted Kamo Petrosyan, the famous Caucasian hero in 
■ organizing the supply of arms. ’ 

At the Third Party Congress, the Transcaucasian Bol 
shevlka were represented by Comrade Mikha Tskhakm 
who reported on the revolutionary movement in the Cau ' 
-easus. The Congress passed a special resolution dealing 
with the events in the Caucasus, which ran' 

“Whereas 

" 1) the special social and political conditions prevailing 
in the Caucasus have favoured the formation there of thp 
most militant organizations of our Party; 

”2) the revolutionary movement among the majority 

bf>r,n t.Vw> lirhan find f-.Vio vnval _ * 


of both the urban and the ruraf population of* the'cau- 

the pitch of a countrywide 


upr 


' casus has already reached 
rising against the autocracy; 

‘‘ 3) autocratic government is already dispatching 
troops and artillery to Gurla in preparation for the most 
ruthless suppression of all the important centres of the 
uprising; 

, . , H. a victory for the autocracy over a popular upris- 

he Cau , c ?? us > whlch be facilitated by the fact 
SSfinfe P°? ulati ? n consists of non-Russian nationalities, 
52R?5 frf extremely detrimental to the success of the up- 
rising in Russia generally; v 

w , Congres3 of the R.S.D.L.P., speak- 

of the class-conscious proletariat of Rus- 
ar ?e nt greetings to the heroic proletariat and 

Stte?Md°thA h ?nSS | ucasus '. and instructs the Central Com- 
mittee and the local committees of the Party to take ener- 
getic measures to ensure the most widesnread dissemina 
of information regarding the In ttSoSl 

casus by means of pamphlets, meetings, workers’ assem- 

d if U£sion3 - etc., and also to gTve timely su“ 
a most important part in the formation of the Bol- 
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shevik organizations and of the Bolshevik Ideology ic 
Transcaucasia was played by the newspaper "Proletarlatte 
Brdzola” ("The Struggle of the Proletariat”), founded by 
Stalin and printed on the secret Avlabar printing press 
Some of the articles in this newspaper were reprinted by 
Lenin in the Proletary ("The Proletarian”), the central 
organ of the Bolsheviks. 

The seventh issue of the "Proletariatis Brdzola” Sep- 
tember 1, 1904, contains a very fine article entitled "The 
Social-Democratic View on the National Question.” It ha a 
a very close affinity with Stalin's classical work, "Marxism 
and the National Question,” written at a later date. The 
article points out that at different times nationalism serves 
different interests and assumes different hues, depending 
on which class gives It prominence, and when. 

. He combated the federalist tendencies of the bourgeois 
nationalists, which the Mensheviks shared. He argued that 
the victory of the proletariat demanded the unity of all 
workers, irrespective of nationality, and that national par- 
titions must be broken down and the Russian, Georgian, 
Armenian, Polish, Jewish and other proletarians closely 
amalgamated as an essential condition for the victory of 
the proletariat ah nv«r • in opposition to the policy 

of the federalists, which would set up partitions between 
the working people of the various nationalities (betw°en 
the Georgians and Armenians), Stalin called for closer unity, 
closer contact between the proletarians of the various na- 
tionalities of Russia. Step by step, he proved the falsity 
of the federalists’ arguments. In 1905 he upheld the de- 
mand for the right of nations to self-determination and 
carried on a controversy with the Georgian periodical 
"Sakartvelo,” which claimed to be a Socialist organ while In 
realltv advocating a bourgeois-nationalist programme. 

The federalists in Transcaucasia pursued roughly the 
same policy as the Bund and the Polish Socialist Party in 
Poland: they were out for a party organization built on 
national lines and rejected the centralist principle of organ- 
ization. Stalin called for a bold struggle against all na- 
tionalist divisions and for the creation of a single work- 
ers’ party. 

■When the first Russian revolution broke out, the Avla- 
bar printing plant Issued a fiery proclamation in the name 
of the Caucasian Federal Committee of the R.S.D.L.P., en- 
titled "Worker* r>r fhn Caucasus. It Is Time For Revenge!* 
It pointed out that the storm was rising that heralded the 
dawn, and that the moment was not far off when the 
Russian revolution w^n’d sweep the sinister throne of the 
tsar from the face of the earth. For that moment the pro- 
clamation called upon the people to prepare. 



“Proletariatis Brdzola’’ waged a constant straggle 
-against the bourgeois liberals. Its eighth issue contains 
an article entitled “They Have Dropped the Mask” attack- 
ing the constitution proposed by the bourgeois liberals and 
• giving a profound analysis of their subtle policy of deceit 
. On March 26, 1905, a leaflet appeared— “What Are the 
Facts?"— printed in the Aviabar plant. It exposed the 
foolishness of the liberals’ claim that a political “spring" 
had arrived in Russia. It pointed out that the proletariat 
was rallying all who were discontented with the tsarist re- 
gime and was leading them in storming the fortress of 
'tsarism. It reviewed the events of the preceding months 
and drew the conclusion that the real standard bearer 
and mainstay of the revolution was the proletariat. The 
leaflet called for the consolidation of the Party and for 
preparations for armed uprising. We must be ready the mo- 
ment the Party gives the signal, it said, to launch the up- 
rising and attack the arsenal, the banks, the post-office, the 
telegraph office and the railways, and to see to it that as 
far as possible all this is done simultaneously in all the 
■ Chief centres, so as to give the government no opportunity 
to take measures to avert its doom. 

An article entitled “Armed Insurrection and Our Tac- 
tics” in the second issue of “Proletariatis Brdzola.” July 15, 
1905, declared that the revolution was spreading far and 
wide, and that the time was not far off when the revo- 
lutionary storm would burst over Russia in a mighty de- 
luge, and sweep away all that was decrepit and foul, the 
tsarist autocracy with it. 

The “Proletariatis Brdzola” waged a controversy 
against the opportunist Mensheviks, who argued that the 
movement was a spontaneous one in Justification of their 
refusal to lift a finger to help organize revolt. The paper 
condemned the Menshevik slogan of Martov— arm the peo- 
ple .. . with a sense of the burning need for self-arma- 
ment!— and set forth the Bolshevik view on the question 
of armed uprising: 

"The necessity for widespread agitation and propa- 
ganda, the necessity for political leadership of the prole- 
tariat is an understood thing 1 To go no further than a 
general indication of this kind is either an evasion of a 
direct answer to life’s question, or a manifestation of com- 
plete inability to adapt one’s tactics to the requirements 
of the growing revolutionary struggle. Of course, we must 
redouble our political agitation; the Social -Democratic 
Party must try to subordinate to its own influence not 
only the broad masses of the proletariat, but also those 
se 1 cfc . 1 t ons of the ‘people’ who are gradually joining 
the revolution; we must try to popularize the necessity of 
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insurrection among all classes of the population, but this 
is not the only thing we must do! If the proletariat is to 
use the approaching revolution for the purposes of its 
own class struggle, for the purpose of achieving the demo- 
cratic system that would guarantee it the greatest suc- 
cess in the further struggle, for Socialism, it must become 
not only the chief nucleus of the opposition, but also the 
guide and leader of the insurrection. The technical leader- 
ship and the organization of an all-Russian insurrection 
is precisely the new task which events put before the pro- 
letariat, and if our Party wants to be the real political 
leader of the working class, it must not and cannot re- 
nounce this duty 

"Only such an all-round preparation for insurrection 
can ensure to the Social-Democratic Party the leading role 
in the forthcoming struggle of the people against the auto- 
cracy. Only complete fighting preparedness will make it 
possible for the proletariat to transform individual clashes 
with the police and the troops into a nation-wide insur- 
rection to replace the tsarist government by a provisional 
revolutionary government. The organized proletariat 
contrary to all ‘Icl»vostists, ,,,, will use all its forces to secure 
for itself both the technical and the political leadership of 
the insurrection, this essential condition for using the ap- 
proaching revolution in the interests of its class struggle.* 
(L, Berta. “On the History of the Bolshevik Organizations 
in Transcaucasia.”) 

"Proletariatis Brdzola” followed Iskra in calling for 
real measures of the most energetic kind to arm the pro- 
letariat. It called for the formation of special combatant 
groups to collect arms for the people and train them in 
their use, and to be ready at a moment’s notice to come 
out into the streets, head the masses and put up armed 
resistance to the attacks of the Black Hundreds** and all 
the other reactionary elements led by the government. 

“Proletariatis Brdzola” urged that a plan for the up- 
rising should be drawn up in every district, that the most 
vulnerable spots In the armour of the adversary should bo 
sought out, that the points from which to begin the at- 
tack should be decided in advance, that forces should be 
properly distributed throughout the district and a thorough 
6tudy made of its topography. Only such thorough and 
comprehensive preparations could ensure victory. 

Thus, in the first issue of “Proletariatis Brdzola' we 

* KHVOSTI8TS. See note Eeonomhta, page J2 
" BLACK HUNDREDS. Feudal 1nmllor.li who atood for the mott nilbte*. eeppreeitaj 
of 1)11 working people, nnd believed In the unlimited power of tb# Mar. TtfT "pa'"* 
ouw floggings and shootings In the suppression of tbo peasant noveatali JewM* 
awl tho manhandling of woikcre 1 demonstration*. 



rm,i an article entitled "A Provisional Revolutionary Oov- 
S-nment and our Tactics” which, like all the other articles 
in this paper, fully coincide with Lenin’s views on vital 
aue gtions of proletarian tactics. At that time the Men- 
sheviks were publishing their own paper in Transcaucasia, 
called the "Sotsial-Demokrat." The “Proletariatis Brdzola" 
conducted a continual controversy with the Menshevik 
"Sotsial-Demokrat” and exposed the opportunist and anu- 
revolutlonary line of the Mensheviks. 

Speaking of the Mensheviks’ fear to take part in an 
eventual revolutionary government, the "Proletariatis 
Brdzola" declared: , , , 

" ‘The Bakunists,’ Engels said, ‘for years had been 
propagating the idea that all revolutionary action from 
above downward was pernicious, and that everything must 
he organized and carried' out from below upward/ Is it 
not from the Anarchists that our new Iskra-ists and their 
disciples on the "Sotsial-Demokrat” have learnt their poll- 

tlCQ An 1 article entitled "Tire Tsar’s Edict and the Popular 
Revolution,” which appeared In the eleventh issue of Pro- 
letariatis Brdzola," August 15, 1905, exposed the true mean- 
ing of the tsar’s edict announcing the convocation of a 
popular assembly, a Duma, based on a franchise law drawn 
up by Minister Bulygin. The article analysed the edict 
point by point, showing that the right to vote in the elec- 
tions to this popular assembly did not extend to the pro- 
letariat and that the electoral rights of the peasants were 
not guaranteed either. It pronounced the edict a man- 
oeuvre of the tsarist government, an attempt to rally all 
the dark forces of reaction, and called for a boycott or tne 
Bulygin Duma. This boycott was actively and successfully 
carried out by the Bolsheviks. 4< _ , al 

This same issue contained an article entitled Social- 
Democrats and a Provisional Revolutionary Government, 
which convincingly put forward the Bolshevik view that 
the Social-Democrats should take part in a provisional re- 
volutionary government. , , , ^ , nn . 

The next issue, the twelfth, dated October 15, 1905,. 
contained an article entitled "Reaction Is Spreading, 
showing that the tsarist government was making every 
effort to crush the popular revolution. "Bullets for tne 
proletariat, false promises for the peasantry, ‘rights for 
the big bourgeoisie— such are the weapons with which the 
reaction is arming” 

This article was written before the countrywide strike 
of October, 1905. But Stalin and his colleagues in the Cau- 
casian Federation of the R.S.DJLP. had a clear grasp or 
what was going on and were able to guide the masses ac- 





cordingly. They pointed out that a new wave of revolu- 
tion was about to sweep the country and that .the Septem- 
ber events in Moscow and St. Petersburg were its fore- 
runners. The article Condemned the Mensheviks for de- 
luding themselves into believing that there was any like- 
lihood of a Constituent Assembly with full powers being 
called as long as tsarism existed, and it once again called 
for preparations for a general armed uprising, for, it de- 
clared, a successful armed uprising was the only hope of 
salvation for the people.. 

Another article in the same issue— “The Bourgeoisie 
Are Setting a Trap”— exposed the Congress of Zemstvos 
and Cities held in the middle of September, 1905. It was 
at this congress that the so-called Party of National Free- 
dom, or the Constitutional-Democratic Party (the Cadets) 
was formed. The “Proletariatls Brdzola” showed that the 
Cadets were neither Socialists nor democrats, for they de- 
tested both the Socialist movement and the idea of a de- 
mocratic republic. In actual fact the Cadets were simply 
out to strengthen the tsarist throne. All they wanted was 
to curtail certain of the tsar’s prerogatives, and that only 
on condition that these prerogatives were transferred to 
the bourgeoisie. 

The article pointed out that the Caucasian Menshe- 
viks were merely trailing after the Cadets, and that in 
their organ, the ' ‘ Sotsial-Demokrat,” they were setting a 
trap for the working people similar to the one contained 
in the Cadet programme. 

Bella’s book, “On the History of the Bolshevik Orga- 
nizations in Transcaucasia,” contains numerous quota- 
tions from Comrade Stalin’s articles against the Menshe- 
viks published in “ Proletarians Brdzola” and other perio- 
dicals. 

When the Mensheviks began an attack on Lenin and 
the Bolsheviks in the “Sostial-Demokrat,” Stalin, in the 
eleventh issue of “Proletarians Brdzola,” published his 
"Reply to a Social-Democrat,” which Lenin praised highly, 
and on his advice the Proletary reprinted Stalin’s article 
"The Third Congress Before the Court of the Caucasian 
Mensheviks.” ■ „ , . , ,, 

After the Manifesto of October' 17, 1905, which the 
Mensheviks hailed as a victory, Stalin attacked the Menshe- 
viks at a meeting In Nadzalaaevi, Tiflis. In 1929 the Koni- 
immist (No. 294) printed the reminiscences of one who 
was present at this meeting: . . . ' 

“At this moment Comrade Koba (Stalin) mounted the 

E ‘ “irm and addressed the audience: 'You have one bad 
he said, ‘of which I must plainly warn you. No mat- 
ter who comes forward, and no matter what he says, you 



invariably greet him with hearty applause. If he says, 
“Long live freedom 1”— you applaud; if he says, Long live 
the revolution!” — you applaud. And that is quite right.. 
But when somebody comes along and says, p°wn with 
arms!”— you applaud that too. What chance^is theie of 
a revolution succeeding without arms? And what soit o 
revolutionary is he who cries: ‘Down with arms ? T‘R e 
speaker who said that is probably a Tolstoyan, not a Re- 
volutionary. But, whoever he is, he is an enemy of the 
revolution, an enemy of liberty for the people. There 
was a stir among the audience, ‘Who is he? people uskecl. 
‘How bitterly he talks!’ ‘The tongue of a Jacobin! KOga 
went on: ‘What do we really need in order to win? we 
need three tilings, understand that and bear it well hi mintt 
—the first is arms, the second is arms, and the third is 
arms and arms again.’ „ nnn ^ 

“There was a loud outburst of applause, and the speaker 

left the platform.” , . , » 

In this very important period of the history of tlie 
Russian revolution, as throughout the whole subsequent 
history of the Bolshevik Party, we find compiete agree- 
ment In the thoughts and actions of Lenin and Stalin 
those, two brilliant masters of the art of revolution. 

“ In the fight against the Mensheviks of Transcaucasia 
Comrade Stalin supported, explained and P™Pasatea 
Lenin’s theory of revolution, the Bolshevik stiategic slogan 
of -the democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and «\e 
peasantry, the idea of the growing over of thejjoiiigeols- 
democratic revolution into the socialist r ev°lution, and 
pointed out the tactical tasks of the proletariat. (L. Beiia, 
“On the History of the Bolshevik Organizations in Tians 

C& hi November, 1905, there met under Comrade Stalin’s 
leadership the Fourth Bolshevik Conference of the Cau- 
casian Federation of the R.S.D.L.P., at which the Baku, 
Imeretino -Mingr elian, Tlflls and Batum Committees ana 
the Gurla Group were represented. It was decided to 
make vigorous preparations for armed insurrection ana to 
adopt a number of organizational measures towards tins 

i8nd The Tammevfors Bolshevik Conference was held not 
long before the outbreak of the uprising. It was my great- 
fortune to be present at this Conference, which was at- 
tended by Lenin and Stalin, and to work with Stalin on 
the commission for drawing up the political resolution, u 
is to be regretted that not even a pamphlet has yet been 
written about this Conference. Many of the documents 
relating to it have actually been lost, and our historians 
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should make it their business to reconstruct a picture of 
this Conference. 

It was here that Stalin first met Lenin, and he gives 
us an account of this meeting in which he draws an un- 
forgettable portrait. 

“I first met Lenin,” Stalin says, "in December, 1905, 
at the Bolshevik Conference in Tammerfors (Finland). I 
was hoping to see the mountain eagle of our Party, the 
great man, great not only politically, but, if you will, phy- 
sically, because in my imagination I pictured Lenin as a 
giant, stately and imposing. What, then, was my disap- 
pointment to see a most ordinary-looking man, below ave- 
rage height, in no way, literally in no way, distinguishable 
from ordinary mortals 

‘‘It is accepted as the usual thing for a ‘great man’ to 
come late to meetings so that the assembly may await his 
appearance with bated breath; and then, just before the 
great man enters, the warning goes up: ‘Hushl . . .Silence I 
. . . He’s coming’. This rite did not seem to me super- 
fluous, because it creates an impression, inspires respect. 
What, then was my disappointment to learn that Lenin 
had arrived at the Conference before the delegates, had 
settled himself somewhere in a comer and was unassum- 
ingly carrying on a conversation, a most ordinary conver- 
sation with the most ordinary delegates at the Confer- 
ence. I will not conceal from you that at that time this 
seemed to me to be rather a violation of certain essential 


luica. 

“Only later did I realize that this simplicity and mod- 
esty, this striving to remain unobserved, or, at least, not 
to make himself conspicuous and not to emphasize his high 
position— that this feature was one of Lenin’s strongest 
points as the new leader of the new masses, of the simple 
and ordinary masses, of the very Tank and file’ of huma- 
nity.” ("Stalin on Lenin.”) ( 

Stalin also describes another characteristic of Lenin s: 

“The two speeches Lenin delivered at this Conference 
were remarkable: one was on the political situation and 
the other on the agrarian question. Unfortunately, they 
have not been preserved. They were inspired, and they 
roused the whole Conference to a pitch of stormy enthu- 
siasm. The extraordinary power of conviction, the sim- 
plicity and clarity of argument, the brief and easily under- 
standable sentences, the absence of affectation, of dizzy- 
ing gestures and theatrical phrases aiming for effect- -all 
this made Lenin’s speech a favourable contrast to the 
speeches of the usual ‘parliamentary’ orator. 

“But what captivated me at the time was: not the^e 
features of Lenin’s speeches. I was captivated by that it- 



resistible force of logic in them which, although somewhat 
terse thoroughly overpowered his audience, gradually 
electrified it and then, as the saying goes, captivated it 
completely, 'i remember that many of the delegates said: 
‘The logic of Lenin’s speeches Is like a mighty tentacle 
which seizes you on all sides as in a vice and from whose 
grip you are powerless to tear yourself away: you must 
either surrender or make up your mind to utter defeat.’ 

“I think, that this characteristic of Lenin’s speeches 
was the strongest feature of his art as an orator.” (Ibid.) 

These remarkable features of Lenin’s character are 
shared by Stalin. They are manifested in his activities, 
in his constant work of training the members of the Party 
and of the Young Communist League to be political leaders 
of the Leninist type. 

The defeat of the December uprising did not shake 
the determination of the Bolsheviks. At this trying and 
difficult moment Stalin set an example of revolutionary 
firmness and perseverance. His pamphlet “Two Conflicts, 
written in January, 1906, is a splendid piece of work. The 
twi conflicts were January 9, 1905 — Bloody Sunday — and 
the uprising of December, 1905. On January 9 the work- 
ers had “marched in peaceful procession” to the tsar’s 
palace to plead for “bread and justice.” They came in 
their simple faith, carrying icons and portraits of the tsar. 
But the tsar reduced their hopes to ashes. The proleta- 
riat of St. Petersburg took to arms. After Bloody Sunday, 
the workers said: “The tsar gave it to us; we’ll now give 
it to him!” 

But the January actions of the St. Petersburg proleta- 
riat had not received determined support from the prole- 
tariat and the peasantry of the whole country. The move- 
ment was not simultaneous and was not guided by a single 
aim. The Party was still in process of formation and was 
weakened by internal dissension. 

December, 1905, however, presented an entirely differ- 
ent picture: eleven months of turbulent revolutionary 
events had not failed to have their effects on the em- 
battled proletariat. It was no longer icons and portraits 
of the tsar that the workers carried, but red flags and por- 
traits of Marx and Engels; and it was no longer religious 
hymns and "God Save the Tsar” they marched to, but the 
powerful strains of the Marseillaise and other revolution- 
ary songs. They already had arms, although all too few. 
And whereas in January the movement had been led by 
Father Gapon, now it was led by the party of the proleta- 
riat. But the tragedy was that the Party was disunited 
and the proletariat split. Another mistake pointed out by 
Stalin was that in the Moscow uprising the workers pur- 



;ued defensive, instead of offensive tactics. 

The conclusion Stalin drew was that the future suc- 
sess of the movement demanded unity in the ranks of the 
•evolutionary proletariat. “In a word,” he said, what vic- 
;ory of the uprising demands is a united party, an armed 
jmrlsing organized by the party, and a policy of attack. 
(L. Beria, “On the History of the Bolshevik Organizations 

.n Transcaucasia.)” , t , 

Replying to the whining of the Mensheviks that the 
proletariat had been vanquished, Stalin went on to say: 

“No, comrades! The proletariat has not been van- 
□uished,’ but has retreated for a time and now it is getting 
ready for a new and glorious assault. The Russian Prole- 
tariat will not haul down its blood-dyed banner; it has 
been and will be the only worthy leader of the great Rus- 
sian revolution” (Ibid.) 

In 1906 Stalin was a delegate to the Fourth (Unity) 
Congress of the Party. In the splendid speech he made 
there he formulated our main differences with the Men- 
sheviks: “Either the hegemony of the proletariat, he 

said, “or the hegemony of the democratic bourgeoisie— that 
is how the question stands in the Party, and that is where 
our differences lie.” 

The underlying differences did indeed centre round the 
role of the classes, the role of the proletariat, and, con- 
sequently, the role of the Party. The friendship which 
had arisen between Stalin and Lenin before they had met, 
a friendship based on community of ideas, was reinfoicea 
at this Congress of the R.S.D.L.P. 

A pamphlet by Stalin which appeared at this time, 
entitled “The Present Situation and the Unity Congiess 
of the Workers’ Party,” was entirely directed .gainst the 
Mensheviks and defended the position of Lenin, while in 
a number o £ articles by Stalin which appeared to various 
issues of the newspaper “Elva (signed I. BessoshviU), 
Lenin’s position at the Fourth Congress, and on the agia- 
rian question in particular was stoutly supported. 

As we know the unity achieved at the Fourth Party 
Congress was only a formal unity. Actually, both the Bo - 
sheviks and the Mensheviks retained their own views i and 
their own Independent organizations. Indeed the oppor 
tunism of the Mensheviks became more > and moie pi o- 
nounced, and the Bolsheviks were 

spilt with them, in order to isolate the Menshevik leaders 
and win over the Social-Democratic workers. 

Shortly after the Fourth Party Congress, Stalin i sue 

seeded in securing the formation of .^.f^Sivik^oentre 
Bureau in Transcaucasia. Through this Boisnevuc ce 
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he developed a vigorous struggle for the convocation of a 
new Party Congress, the most important function of which 
was to be to achieve real unity in the Party under thf 
banner of revolutionary Marxism. 

At the Fifth (London) Congress, Stalin continued to 
expose the fraudulent intrigues of the Mensheviks and 
after the Congress published a report of its proceedings 
entitled “The London Congress of the Russian Social-De- 
mocratic Party (“Notes of a Delegate”).' 8 This account 
gave a complete picture of the work of the Fifth Congress 
and of the struggle that took place at it. 

In Stalin’s opinion, the most important result of this 
Congress was that “it led, not to a split, but to the closer 
amalgamation of the Party, the closer union of the fore- 
most workers of all Russia in one indivisible party, it was 
an all-Russian Unity Congress in the true sense of the 
word. ... 

“The actual unification of the advanced workers of all 
Russia into a single all-Russian party under the banner 
of revolutionary Social-Democracy— that is the significance 
of the London Congress, that is its general character.” 

The London Congress took place at a moment when 
the tsarist government was preparing for the coup d’etat 
of June 3, which was to disperse the Second State Duma. 
The Bolshevik organizations were being smashed by the 
authorities, the revolutionary wave was clearly subsiding, 
the reaction had taken the offensive, and the revolution 
had temporarily retreated. Lenin and Stalin at this period 
cahed for preparations for a new rise of the tide, they 
taught how to fight under the new conditions, how to fight 
so as to ensure victory for the Party with the coming of 
the new turn of the tide, which was inevitable. In spite of 
the offensive of the reaction, Stalin carried on intensive 
work, this time in the oil city— Baku. 

T . is what he himself tells us of this period in “Zarya 
Vostoka” of June 10, 1926: 

“Two years of revolutionary activities among the oil 
workers had served to steel me as a practical fighter and 
as one of the practical leaders. My close contacts with 
advanced Baku workers, such as Vatsek and Saratovets, 
on the one hand, the acute and stormy conflicts between the 
workers and the oil owners, on the other, had taught me 
lor the fiist time to know what leading large masses of 
workers meant. There, in Baku, I thus received my se- 
cond revolutionary baptism of fire.” 

VfcmieJ O? ihJpif,h D r LEGATE i J h!9 „ ,las faeen ■> prcfaco to the 

L S 0 " 1 *?" 0 he n-S.D.L.P.. and |hoso who nre sludy|n8 lhls pcrio j 

Bolsheviks. * h ‘ fal dMC,,pU ®“ of lhIs Co "S r « 5 wMeh mmI« 4 in n victory for the 



tttavlelne in Baku in uns anucuiu ycnuu uj. ic^wuu, 
D . iS Slaved his ability as organizer and propagandist 
S ivpSer decree th an ever. Indeed, his greatest service 
K ml revolutionary cause at this time was that he won 
t0 . Baku workers to the cause of Bolshevism. 

0 4fus we find that during the period of the first Rus- 
, T ? ft vninfinn Stalin worked hand in hand with Lenin 
■ “SnuStoK UP our Bolshevik Party. During this period he 
m 0 S valuable contributions in the theoretical field, inde- 
ma ¥JH5 wnrkine out the theory of the national problem 
P e «= g h?new conditions. He also made inde- 
a i d dent coSStiSis to the philosophy of Marxism-Leni- 
P®"? ell r n th is period, too, he led the revolutionary move- 
n S' in Transcaucasia, displaying tremendous energy and 
building the Bolshevik organization. 
Sally he a secret Marxist press for Transcau- 

c niSTnter"t§ note ”hen Karl Kauts.cy pub- 
in Germany* his pamphlet on the motive tomes of 

Kattas R simultaneously L bu" “dependent 8 Mo?e- 

for the hegemony of the proletariat in the revo 
H‘n! the hegemony of" Marxism In the revolutionary 
movement. 




CHAPTER IV 


activities in the period op reaction 

It was comparatively eass^to^wmk^wli ^^ ^ 

revolution was ™ nnl ”|.? i CA Jes poured Into the streets 
with elation, when vast nmsses po struggle; 

and filled them wlthfhe'fslon^ ^ ^ party organtea . 
but it was far more difficult to w revolution was sub- 
tions in the period when i the ™ l ndei . the regime of Minis- 

siding, in the P erlodjrf 1 this neriod in his article “On the 
ter Stolypm. ^UUig « «s Pei published in that paper 
Tenth Anniversary or tne V . ’ 

on May 5, 1922, Stalin m * he p ar ty have no t, of course, 

"The young . members ot tne r, ^ chMmg 0{ fchls rc . 

experienced and do i 1 ® pifbers they no doubt will remem- 
gime. As for tire ^vnArflUons 8 * of 6 accursed memory, the 
her the punitive expeditions, oi the wholesale 

robber raids on the workers orgarn^ ^ eover ^ ^ m 
flogging of peasants, and, as a sp fettered public opl- 

lack-Hundred and Cadet uuma want and despair 

on, general wearineM and P n y and cowed peasants, 
nong the workers, down d olice _| an di 0 rd-capltallst 

SMdfiS 1 S the characteristic features of the 

Pieff; MVfp a o? Russia 5 was then characterized/' 
political life of Russia was »« revenge for the 

The tyrannical tsarist |°.^\ n Xn the revolution was 
fright they had got in P ^ the wor king people, and 
at its height, ti ied to streets of towns and 

take vengeance on them Expeditions wrecked the 

villages ran with wooa. run v Tlflis and Kutals 

revolutionary centres in iwh m centrog of the re . 

period he kept up a ceaseless activity. 



In Baku as everywhere else in Russia, the employers, 
tno tried to’ rob the workers of their revolutionary gains. 

Tr* a “Letter from tlie Caucasus,” published in the eleventh 
Sue of the Bolshevik illegal organ, the “Sotsial-Demokrat” 
cnf February 13 1910) Stalin described the condition of the 
rlaku proletariat in the period of reaction as follows: 

« Far from subsiding, the economic repressions are. 
on the contrary, growing more and more severe. ‘Bonuses’ 
and rent allowances are being taken away. Work in three 
shifts (of eight hours each) is being replaced by work in 
fwo shifts (of twelve hours each) and compulsory overtime is 
becoming a regular system. Medical aid and expenditures 
for schools are being cut to a minimum (while the oil mag- 
mtes spend over 600,000 rubles annually on the police!), 
rhp public dining-rooms and people’s halls have already 
Seen taken away. The oil-fleld and factory commissions 
nd the trade unions are being completely ignored, dis- 
missals of class-conscious comrades are continuing as be- 
tnrp Fines and thrashings are being resumed.” (Quoted 
In L. Beria, “On the History of the Bolshevik Organiza- 

tl0n But this* was U l C ateh in 1909 and 1910; in 1907 and 1908 
the working-class movement in Baku was still at such a 
height that the employers did not yet dare to hurl the 
full weight of their reprisals against the workers. The 
strength of the Bolshevik workers’ organizations at that 
time was revealed in the fact that it was possible to con- 
tinue publication of the “Bakinsky Proletary” (“The Baku 

ProletariaiV’ ) ( „ The siren”) continued to appear le- 

ffnllv' Sergo Orjonikidze said of this newspaper that while 
fn Russiareaction, the silence of the grave, reigned sup- 
remo, the revolutionary “Siren” continued to sound in Baku 

Effing 61 tl^pedcd SMgo°™r jonlkldze , Kliment Voro- 
shilov Alyosha Djaparidze, Stopani, Suren Spandaryan’ 

S 

» arid others worked at various . times with Staling 

e t« iSs 

“For the purpose of directing all the work in Baku the 



Bolsheviks had set up a Baku Committee, with an Execu- 
tive Bureau headed by Stalin. Every district in Baku had 
its District Committee. In addition, the Gummet organi- 
zation was established to carry on work among the Mo- 
hammedan workers. Ke worked in all the districts, but he 
worked particularly in those where a determined struggle 
had to be waged against the Mensheviks, who were also 
trying to establish a permanent centre in Baku. In parti- 
cular? he carried on important work m the Bibt-Eibart Dis- 
trict where the Mensheviks had entrenched themselves and 
where even remnants of the Shendrikov organization stUl 
survived. The activities of the Baku Committee had also 
niaved a highly important part in the revolutionary move- 
ment of the Russian proletariat in the preceding years. 
In an article entitled “The Conference and the Workers," 
Stalin later gave the following description of the part play- 
ed by the Baku organization in the working-class move- 


ment: 

“The first general strike in Baku, in the spring of 1903, 
marked the beginning of the famous July strikes and de- 
monstrations in the southern cities of Russia; the second 
general strike, in November and December of 1904, serv- 
ed as a signal for the glorious struggles of January and 
February throughout Russia; In 1905 the Baku proletariat, 
rapidly recovering from the Armenian-Tatar massacre, 
throws Itself Into the struggle, infecting ‘the whole Cau- 
casus’ with its enthusiasm; from 1906 on, even after the 
retreat of the revolution, Baku does not * qttieten down,' 
and carries out its proletarian May Day celebrations every 
year better than any other place in Russia, evoking a feel- 
ing of noble envy in other towns.” (Quoted in L. Beria, “On 
the History of the Bolshevik Organizations in Trans- 
caucasia”.) 


The legal and illegal Bolshevik literature of that pe- 
riod, particularly the leaflets and articles written by Stalin 
and printed in the secret printing plants in Transcaucasia, 
show how great was the influence of the Bolsheviks at that 
time. Mass debate meetings, in which Stalin, Voroshi- 
lov, Orjonikidze and others took part and opposed the Men- 
sheviks, Socialist-Revolutionaries and Anarchists, were or- 
ganized on a fairly wide scale. 

Immediately after the Fifth (London) Congress of the 
R.S.D.L.P., and after the dissolution of the Second State 
Duma, the Mensheviks hastened to dissolve the combatanl 
organizations of the Baku workers. The Bolsheviks pro- 
tested against this and restored these organizations. 

First of all, Stalin strove to create a leading politica 
centre In Baku that would be elected by the Party mem- 



, hp connected with all district organizations and- 

^mr ^’he confidence of the membership. 
eW In a leaflet written In August, 1907, by Stalin and sign- 
nrpanization Commission covering the Balakhan, 
hat Cherny Gorod, Bely Gorod and Morskoy Dis- 
pjbi'Elbat, Mohammedan Gummet Group of the 

SSSStSSationTof the R.S.D.L.P he called upon the 
B Kto reiect the leadership of the Menshevik centre, 
w KS?hftd no contact with the masses, pursued an oppor- 
jfflS nolicv and d& not in any way reflect the opinion 
tl ^ tpmner y of the Baku proletariat. The Baku proletariat 
and tempei or distrust of this centre, which not only 
? L to leid the proletarian struggle, but dragged at the- 
and fought the majority of the districts, 
tali ot JSrns faced the Baku Party organization. The 
o?the State Duma gave rise to a strike cam- 
°5?n and a conference with the oil employers was moot- 
p lg A onfe ?S of the railwaymen was held, as 
ed 'n \ o Spvpnce of four districts of Baku and a con- 
fSncP of Representatives of different parties for the ex- 
C nf information. The question of. the elections to 
SS? Third State Duma arose; leaflets had to be issued m 
the Tniia Armenian languages to combat the 

the A^rbatlan and servitor! ol the tsarist gov- 

national strife : mst eatea ny i Dashnaks, Bundists* 

S m Mens™vta,°on 1 S^*oS£i. ,W The Menshevik .ending 

districts, and such a Bolshevlk cenue wu l h the 

SoV"ivoM-y ta enf | '•%*** *** an excep- 
tionally important p Kt the efeoUona to the Third state 

number of district in 

though genuine PSK'Snrkers 6 mttsfc nevertheless go to the 
Slot tax 1 iTS'deJ to W expo» the despicable machinations 

,;s ssr-tf. ssraas ’ 

adopted National Cultural Autonomy. Pur'ued Joined ths Bolshevik., 

Bolsheviks. In 1920, after many B»0«P» had aplit 
small ertreme right section remained. 



of the autocratic tsarist government, whose aim was to 
deceive the working class. The Bolsheviks took part in 
the elections for the purpose of calling upon the people 
to start a fresh struggle to overthrow the tsarist govern- 
ment and to establish a democratic republic. The leaflet 
called upon the workers to show their enemies that they 
remained loyal to the revolutionary slogans they had issued 
in the glorious days of October and December, 1905. 

The “ Gudok ” of August 22, 1907, published an article 
by Stalin (unsigned) entitled “ Among the Social-Demo- 
crats.” This article was directed against the reactionary 
ideas of anarchism, which after the dissolution of the State 
Duma and the advent of the period of reaction found a 
favourable soil among the declassed elements, among pro- 
fessional thieves and robbers. The leaflet called upon the 
workers and peasants to join the workers’ organizations 
and to fight for an improvement of their economic condi- 
tions and achieve the aims which the organized wol'klng 
class had set itself. 

In September, 1907, in connection with the murder of 
Khanlar, a politically advanced worker employed by the 
Naphthalan Co., the Bibi-Eibat District Committee of the 
Baku organization issued a leaflet, written by Stalin, which 
explained the role of advanced workers like Khanlar. “ The 
Khanlar case is our case,” the leaflet stated. “The 
assassins who fired at him fired at us, the advanced, 
workers. By firing at us, the servitors of capital want to 
disorganize the ranks of our advanced comrades in order 
later on to draw the noose tighter around the necks of the 
Baku proletariat.” The leaflet called upon the workers to 
down tools and demand the dismissal of Khanlar’s assas- 
sins— Djafar and Abuzarbek. A two weeks’ strike was 
declared, the significance of which was explained in a. 
leaflet in the following words : “ We will show the whole 
world that Khanlar did not stand alone, that every 
advanced worker is backed by an army of many thousands 
who are staunchly prepared to protect their comrades and. 
leaders.” 

The fifth issue of “Gudok,” October 14, 1907, contained, 
an obituary notice written by Stalin, in which Khanlar 
was excellently portrayed In a few brief words : “He com- 
bined the fire, the passion, of the proletarian soul with tlie 
sorrow and burden of the peasant.” 

In August, 1907, the Baku Committee of the R.S.D.D.P*. 
circulated a letter to the comrades (“for Party members 
only”) on the question .of whether it was necessary to 
organize self-defence squads. As has already been stated 
the Mensheviks had decided to dissolve their fighting staff 
and combatant squads and to set up a committee wlfcla 
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which the workers were to deposit their arms. The decision 
fit the London Congress to dissolve the combatant squads 
ms given as their reason for this move but m making 
this decision the London Congress did not deny the workers 
the right to organize self-defence squads to combat tl 
nr la niz ed murder of advanced workers by the Black- 
Hundreds. (In addition to Khanlar. the Bolsheviks Tuch- 
kin and Lyssenin, and several workers m the Railway Eds 
frjrf and other districts were murdeied.) In a leaner 
ued at that time the Bolshevik Baku Committee informed 
the workers that it had decided immediately to ol ganize 
n self-defence staff which would protect our comiades 
from overt and covert Black-Hundreds. The Baku Com- 
rnlttee called upon the workers to rmder ^ 

Sr" the 3 deputies in the Third State Duma Mandate 

o^tiie'workers^cui'fa^n'tl^ C^ty Sffi onlpS £* » 
1007. It stated that the Social-Democratic 
form a separate group in the State Duma, and that, being 
the representatives of a definite .party they mus man- 
tain the closest contact with the Party and submit to Pai y 
leadership and to the instructions of the Central 

Committee. Qf thJs gL , oup in the State Duma was 

to assist the class education of the proietoat and help 
the latter to perform its role of political leadei of a 

WOl Th! group e was to pursue a consistent proletarian etas 

a « 

Such were the main lines of the mandate to the deputies 

111 ‘in a^leaflefissued in November, 1007 1n connecUon with 
the opening of the Third State Duma, it was 5? 
that the workers’ group in the State Duma could fu fc 
successfully only if the masses of the P P e fche p ar ty 
Informed of what went on m the Duma, ana 0 f 

organizations explained to the ma^es that ^11 hopes o 
securing the satisfaction of the r demands m * w* 

““I}? WgiSnWS thTlrK/eting took place 



of the Shop Stewards’ Council of the workers and office 
employees in the oil industry to elect representatives to 
a conference with the employers. This conference reveal- 
ed how much the influence of the Bolshevik Party among 
the Baku workers had grown. When the oil owners realized 
that their plans to direct the conference into the channels 
they deshed were not meeting with success, they launched 
an attack on the workers and began to 1 discharge shop 
stewards who were influential among the workers, to take 
reprisals against strikers, to foment national strife and 
to provoke the workers to isolated actions with a view tc 
crushing them piecemeal. 

The 22nd issue of. the Bolshevik “ Gudok,’’ March 9 
1908, contained an article by Stalin entitled “The Oi! 
Owners Change Their Tactics." This article explained tlu 
•change in the oil owners’ tactics at the conference and 
called upon the workers to rally around the Oil Workers’ 
Union, to refrain from isolated strikes, to avoid dissipat- 
ing their forces in detached actions and to insist on the 
immediate convocation of the Shop Stewards’ Council. 

In August, 1907, a conference of the R.S.D.L.P, organiza- 
tions in the Baku oil districts was held to discuss a general 
strike. At this Conference the question arose whether the 
workers should attend a “ conference ” proposed by the 
oil owners through their agents-provocateurs with the 
secret purpose of creating confusion in the workers’ ranks 
and preventing the strike. The conference decided in 
favour of a general strike and resolved to call upon all 
Party members to take an energetic part in the strike 
campaign. 

The oil owners were at that time anxious to increase 
the output of oil, as prices were very high. This was a 
favourable moment for the workers to declare a strike. 
The Bolsheviks set up a Committee of Thirteen, the mem- 
bers of which were elected at a meeting of shop stewards, 
The employers and their agents tried to deceive the workers 
with promises of “bonuses,” but the Bolsheviks waged a 
campaign against accepting these sops, against the 
“ charity ” of the capitalists, and demanded an increase in 
wages and an improvement in the workers’ • material 
conditions. 

The Baku Committee had at first opposed attending 
the conference proposed by the capitalists. In an article 
entitled “Boycott the Conference," published in the 
“Gudok" on September 29, 1907, signed “Ko . . (Koba), 
Stalin had said that “ the question of attending or boycot- 
ting the conference is for us not a question of principle, but 
of practical expediency. We cannot decide once and for ail 
to boycott all and every conference ... On the other hand, 



rannot decide once and for all in favour of attending 
inferences as our Cadet-minded comrades seem to find 
u nnssible to do. We must approach the question of at- 
tending or boycotting from the point of view of actual 
facts and of facts alone.” 

In January and February, 1908, a number of strikes 
nrpnrred in Baku ; many of these were very successful and 
Sauced the influence of the Bolsheviks. The results of 
thpqe strikes were summarized in an article by Stalin in 
JhP 21st issue of tlie “Gudok March 2, 1908, entitled 
-'What the Recent Strikes Show,” and signed “ K. Kato " 
The article stated that the strikes showed that, if properly 
organized, if the Oil Workers’ Union actively intervened, 
if mu-sued with persistence, and if the proper moment was 
chosen for them, even isolated strikes could achieve im- 
portant results and prove useful to the movement. 

1 Boycotting all backstairs conferences, or conferences in 
which the workers were not guaranteed a hearing for their 
demands, the Bolsheviks in the autumn of 1907 had put 
forward four conditions on which they would be prepared 
to attend a conference. The workers were to have : 

« (i) The right to discuss their demands ; 

“ (2) The right to hold meetings of their future Shop 

Stewards’ Council ; 

« (3) The right to avail themselves of the services of 

their un ons ^ ^ c hoose the date of the conference.” 

(Quoted in Stalin’s article “The Conference and the 
Workers,” published in “ Bakinsky Proletary,” No. 5.) 

The Socialist-Revolutionaries, the Mensheviks and the 
Daslmaks opposed the Bolshevik proposals, and the Men- 
sheviks advocated attending the conference even without 
i anv guarantees. Their slogan was “A conference at any 
nrice?* Having no hope of obtaining a majority among 
the working class, the Socialist-Revolutionaries and Dash- 
r.aks jointly issued the slogan “Boycott at any price. As 
against these slogans, the Bolsheviks issued the slogan. 
"A conference with guarantees, or no conference _at all. 
A canvass taken among the workers resulted as follows. 
"Of 35,000 workers canvassed, only 8,000 voted foi the 
tactics of the Socialist-Revolutionaries and Dashnaks ( un- 
conditional boycott), 8,000 voted for the tactics i of the p Men- 
sheviks (unconditional conference), whfle 19,000 voted for 
the tactics of the Bolsheviks (conference with Sjarantees). 
(L. Beria, “ On the History of the Bolshevik Organizations 

place at the end of 1907 when reaction 
was widespread throughout the country, when 
was rampant. Yet the overwhelming majority of me 



j 



Raku workers followed the lead of the Bolsheviks, and at 
» meeting of shop stewards of the oil fields and refineries 
at^hich demands to be presented to the employers were 
drawn up the Bolsheviks directed the proceedings of the 
Srs’ representative body. “ In the period when reaction 
was rampant in Russia, a workers' parliament sat in Baku 
for about two weeks, with Comrade Tl ‘ ono ^’/ R B .?St 
worker presiding. In this parliament the Bolsheviks 
worked out the demands of the workers and carried on 
widespread propaganda for their own minimum programme. 

f/bi The “Bakinsky Proletary” of April 15, 1908, Polished 
an unsigned article entitled “The Present Reaction and 
Our Tasks.” This article stated that Baku was overhung 
bv the black clouds of political reaction. The working class 
hid achieved a brilliant victory, but proved unable to 
retain it. The peasantry, who shouid have come lo the 
Proletariat's aid, had failed to do so. The Biack-Hundied 
government had taken advantage of this to launch a det-i- 
mined offensive against the proletariat, and step by step 
u was depriving it of the gains it had achieved m Octobei .. 
virtual^ fSomof the press, freedom of assembly, freedom 

° f ^Sf/n regarded this as a transient period and was of 
the opinion that a more decisive clash between o d ana 
new Russia, a revival of the revolution, was inevitable. 
explained, however, that this revival would not take place 
unless serious efforts were made to bring it about, ana 
proposed that, in addition to forming illegal organizations^ 
the widest possible use should be made of diverse loi ms 
of legal activity, such as work in the trade unions, the co- 
operative societies and other legal and semi-legal pi ole 

taU At thimine time, the “ Bakinsky Proletary ” called for 
more intense agitation and organization among the luiai 
proletariat and the semi- proletarian poor Peasants 

In July, 1908, in a supplement to the fifth issue ox tne 
“Bakinsky Proletary,” Stalin published his article slgne cl 
“Koba,” entitled "The Conference and the Wmkeis.iae 
campaign in connection with the conference proposed h>y 
the oil owners had been suspended. The activities of tire 
Shop Stewards’ Council, the organization which was to 
draw up the demands, and the work of rallying the workers 
around this committee, had also been suspended 

In this article he said : “ Mr. Djunkovsky, that old Tlf Us 
clown, announces that the ‘show’ is over. 

Murza, that dissipated lackey of capital, applauds him. 
The curtain drops, and we witness the old familiar scene, 
the oil owners and the workers are marking time m tneu 



old positions in anticipation of fresh storms, of new clashes. 
The article reviewed the history of the conference, and 
ali the stages through which it had passed. It expiaine 
to the workers that the oil owners were sabotagmg the 
hprnmp thev had convinced themselves that 
?he wSs “ not ey fohow their lead, but that of the 

BolshevikSi were prov oking the proletariat to declare 

„ general strike. What tactics should the workers use to 
counter this move ? The situation was no longer favoui- 
able for a general strike ; but this did not mean that the 
workers should refrain from calling separate strikes at 
various plants. At the same time, it was necessary to con- 
solidate the influence of the bodies that had been elected 

10 *SS^^wStS™SS«ir. were trying to incite 
anarchist riots among the backward workers and thus pro 
vide a nretext for crushing the workers, but a leading 
article in the “Gudok” (No. 25, 1908), entitled Economic 
Terror 1 and 6 the Working-Class Movement,’ called for 
emchatic condemnation of this form of struggle and uiged 
the P workers to adopt the method of a mass proletarian 

movement.^ ^ jn gtalin invariably 

advocated the line of revolutionary Marxism, tte 

line, and fought the opportunists of the Right and tne 

Le The importance of the Baku organization at that time, 
and the value which Lenin attached to the activities of hie 
unlai workers can be seen in the following passage . In 
Sob at the Sad of the provinces having considerable 

number of strikers stands the Baku ^ r< ?Y^ c ®! a 32 t n 0 Mtical 
strikers. The last of the Mohicans of mass P SS 
strike ” (" Strike Statistics In Russia, Collected WorK , 

V01 ' Stalin's tremendous activities in Baku were to ought 
to a halt by his arrest on March 25, 1908. He was ta K en 
to the Bailov prison, but even J»ere he did not ceaM^s 
revolutionary activities for a moment, did t + Q 

with his comrades, and actually continued compiled practi- 
the workers’ press. While in P^son, ■ h ® f c th ? "Bakinsky 
cally the whole of the second issue of the ^asmb y 

Proletary.” People who were in P»»n ‘ S J“ among 

time testify that he enjoyed • against the 

the political offenders. He *\*^ e nshevlks on the theory 
Socialist-Revolutionaries and the MensneviKs 

and practice of the i steadfly 'abolishing the 

The prison authorities were steam y pr i SO ns 

comparatively mild regime that had existed 



ft the height of the revolution, and the system was becom- 
ing more and more stringent. The political offenders pro- 
tested against this. Stalin was always one of those who 
continued the struggle against the tsarist government even 
in prison. The -prison authorities decided to “teach a 
lesson ”• to the political offenders and sent a company of 
the Salyansk Regiment to pacify them. The political 
offenders were brought out into the courtyard and com- 
pelled to “ run the gauntlet ” ; they were driven between 
two files of soldiers who belaboured them with the butts 
of their rifles. Stalin marched beneath the rain of blows 
with head erect, a volume of Marx in his hand, showing 
now a true Bolshevik, fearless of all persecution, and des- 
pite all obstacles, proudly and confidently carries forward 
the Marxian idea, convinced that its triumph is inevitable. 

After eight months' imprisonment, at the very height 
of the Stolypin reaction, Stalin was sentenced to exile in 
Solvychegodsk. But on June 24, 1909, he left that “hos- 
pitable” town and returned to Baku under the name of 
Oganes Totomyants. 

On returning to Baku, he again set to work to organize 
a secret printing plant. Although reaction was rampant, 
he worked on the Baku Committee and formed a propa- 
gandist group. As a member of this group he carried on 
extensive propaganda work. He had to visit Party organi- 
zations in other cities, and went to Tlflis to make prepara- 
tions for a Bolshevik Party Conference. He opposed the 
Liquidators and the Otzovists. He directed the work of a 
number of Baku district organizations— in the Railway Dis- 
trict, Cherny Gorod and Bely Gorod— and carried on work 
among the seamen. Here, too, he revealed his keen intui- 
tion, and his ability to sense new factors as they arose 
in the movement. In January, 1910, when only the first 
faint symptoms of the revival of the working-class move- 
ment were perceptible, he wrote in the first issue of the 
“Tiflissky Proletary ” (“The Tiflis Proletarian”) : “We 
are on the eve of new outbreaks ” 

This was the intuition of a great Bolshevik revolution- 
ary, who lived the life of the masses and thoroughly under- 
stood the temper of the masses. It was the intuition of a 
revolutionary who closely watched the course of events 
and noted all the changes in the surrounding situation. 

His “ Letters from the Caucasus,” published in the 
“ Sotslal-Demokrat ” of February 26, 1910, and the “ Discus- 
sion Sheet” of June 24, 1910, drew a vivid picture of what 
was going on in the Caucasus. They gave an appraisal of 
the situation and served as an excellent weapon in the 
fight against the Liquidators, Mensheviks, Bundists and 
other opportunists. The liquidators were enraged when 
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articles by Stalin appeared exposing the Mensheviks in 
the eyes of the workers. 

During this period Lenin and Stalin were in frequent 
correspondence with each other, which still further 
strengthened the political ' ties between them. 

This time Stalin did not manage to remain at liberty for 
more than eight months. On March 23, 1910, he was 
again arrested in Baku. He was detained in prison until 
September 23, 1910, when he was again exiled (for the 
third time) and sent to Solvychegodsk, where he remained 
until July 6, 1911. 

The small apartment in which he lived in Solvyche- 
godsk served as a rendezvous for political exiles. The police 
reported to headquarters that at his house lectures were 
delivered, instructions given and revolutionary propaganda 
disseminated. From Solvychegodsk, too, Stalin wrote to 
Lenin, stating that he entirely agreed with his policy of a 
bloc with the Plekhanov Party-supporters, as this was a 
bloc based on principles. He spoke with contempt of 
Trotsky’s unprincipled bloc. He expressed the opinion 
that the most important task of the moment was to estab- 
lish a legally-sanctioned newspaper. And, indeed, shortly 
afterwards, the newspaper “Zvezda” (“The Star”) began 
to appear. Stalin urged that the Bolshevik organization 
be strengthened and that something in the nature of a 
Russian Bureau of the Central Committee be set up. He 
advised the formation in Russia itself of a group of lead- 
ing members of the Central Committee to direct all Party 
work within the country. And concerning himself he 
wrote: “I have another six months to go. When that 
term is over, I am entirely at your service. If the need for 
people is really pressing, I could cast off immediately.” We 
know that Stalin could always be relied upon to “ cast off 
and escape from exile when the cause demanded it. 

At the Conference of the Central Committee held in 
June, 1911, he was appointed a member of the Organiza- 
tion Committee for convening the All-Russian Conference 
of the R.S.D.L.P. Lenin attached the highest value to the 
articles opposing the Liquidators that Stalin wrote for the 
'* Sotsial-Demokrat ”, the Bolshevik magazine published 
abroad. „ 

At this time Stalin escaped from his place of exile and 
took an active part in the preparations for the Frag— 
Conference. While in Vologda, he procured a passport 
longing to an exile named Chizhikov, whose term of e 
had expired, and with this passport went to live in at. 
Petersburg. But he was soon arrested, and, after three 
months of preliminary detention, was again exiled, this 
time to the Vologda Province. 
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Stalin attached enormous importance to the All-Rus- 
sian Conference of the R.S.D.L.P., which took place in 
Prague in January, 1912. “It is well known,” he said, 
11 that this Conference was of the utmost importance in the 
history of our Party, for it drew a boundary line between 
the Bolsheviks and the Mensheviks and amalgamated the 
Bolshevik organizations all over the country into a united 
Bolshevik Party. ” (Speech in Reply to the Debate at the 
Fifteenth Congress of the <C.P.S.U.tB.L) 

Lenin rejoiced that the Mensheviks had at last been 
ejected from the Party. In a letter to Gorky he wrote : “ At 
last we have succeeded, in spite of the Liquidator scum, in 
restoring the Party and its Central Committee. I hope 
you will rejoice with us over the fact.” (Lenin: Collected 
Works, Vol. XXIX;) 

As we know, at this Conference, although Stalin was 
not present, he was elected a member of the Central Com- 
mittee, and placed at the head of its Russian Bureau. Hav- 
ing been elected to the Central Committee, he could not pos- 
sibly remain in exile — that was not in his nature — and so 
he immediately “ cast off ’’ and, with Sergo Orjonlkidze's 
assistance, escaped from Vologda. Lenin was very much 
disturbed at not having heard from Stalin for some time. 
He regarded him as a front-rank champion of the cause, 
and in a letter dated March 28, 1912, which was intercept- 
ed by the police, he enquired of friends with alarm “ Have 
heard nothing from Ivanovich (Stalin.— E. Y.) Is he all 
right? Where is he? How is he?” 

After his escape from exile he visited a number of dis- 
tricts to consolidate the results of the Conference, and re- 
turned to St. Petersburg at the very moment when the 
news of the Lena gold fields events burst upon the world. 

inj unction with Poletayev and others, he had succeed- 
ed by ,. tll i s tlme in starting “Pravda” (“Truth”). In 1912 
the St. Petersburg Bolshevik newspaper “ Zvezda ” pub- 
lished an article by him on the Lena events, in which, stress- 
ing their revolutionary significance, he said: 

., ", The shootin g has broken the Ice of silence and 
the river of the people's movement has begun to flow. The 
ice is broken ! ... All that was evil and pernicious in the 
present regime, all the ills of long-suffering Russia were 
focussed m the one fact, the Lena events. That is why it 
was the Lena shooting that served as a signal for the strikes 
and demonstrations.” 

On April 22, 1912, the day the first Issue of “ Pravda ” 
appeared, Stalin was arrested. He had been .betrayed by 
agents-provocateurs who had learnt where he lodged and 

V ¥l ed - A nd s ?' for the fifth time, the tsarist 
government sent him into exile. This time he was sentenc- 
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<ed for three years to Narym, in Western Siberia, in the Far 
North. In this new plate of exile he continued to engage 
dn numerous activities. In order to fulfil his duties as 
member of the Central Committee, he made efforts to es- 
cape, but succeeded in doing so only in the autumn of 1912. 

His activities during the period of reaction were of 
great importance. ' Working in Baku when reaction was 
waging, he showed that nothing can prevent a genuine Bol- 
shevik from carrying on intense revolutionary activity in 
the ranks of the working, class, no matter how reactionary 
the regime may be. In this period the ties between Lenin 
and Stalin became closer than ever. 

Stalin now stood out as one of the leader of the all- 
IRussian Bolshevik movement. He had taken part in the 
-work of preparing for the Prague Conference, which, as 
we know, was of tremendous importance in giving organi- 
zational shape to the Bolshevik Party. As a member of 
the Central Committee, he had founded “ Pravda, ” the 
first Bolshevik newspaper with a mass circulation. The 
importance of this paper was enormous, and it was to play 
an exceptional role in the period of revolutionary revival 
that was then setting in. 



CHAPTER V 


REVOLUTIONARY REVIVAL AND IMPERIALIST WAR 
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In A. Badayev’s book “ The Bolsheviks in the Tsarist 
Duma/’ we find many interesting facts about Stalin’s ac- 
tivities in St. Petersburg during this period. The election 
campaign for the Fourth State Duma was in progress. Sta- 
Tin took a very active part in this campaign and directed 
the whole struggle of the St. Petersburg workers. At that 
time Lenin was living in Cracow, where the Central Com- 
mittee of the Bolshevik Party had its headquarters. From 
Cracow Lenin by devious ways and means sent instruc- 
tions to the Party workers, and the St; Petersburg organi- 
zation, the largest in the Party, carried out these instruc- 
tions under Stalin’s guidance. 

Stalin not only wrote articles for “Pravda," but di- 
rected it, and when the Bolshevik magazine “Prosvesh- 
cheniye ” (“ Enlightenment ”) began to appear, he took 
an active part in it from the first issue. " Prosveshcheniye ” 
Nos. 3 to 5, 1913, contained Stalin’s article on “The National 
Question and Social-Democracy, ” which afterwards ap- 
peared separately under the title of “Marxism and the 
National Question. ’’ The magazine published a number of 
other articles of his ; No. 1, 1913, for example, contained one 
entitled “ A Point of Information, (The Elections in the St. 
Petersburg- Workers’ Curia),” in which he explained why 
the Party was not boycotting the State Duma and showed 
liow enormously important were the strikes called by the 
St. Petersburg workers In defence of the rights of their 
representatives in the Duma elections. 

Naturally, in conditions of illegality, when hundreds 
of eyes were keeping close watch on the Bolsheyiks, it was 
by no means easy for Stalin to carry on his work, and if 
the workers had not constantly guarded him, he could not 
have remained at liberty even for a few months. 

In October a conference of electoral representatives for 
the State Duma elections was held. At this conference the 
" Mandate of the Workingmen of St. Petersburg to Their 
Labour Deputy ” was approved. This Mandate had been 
drawn up by Stalin, and Lenin attached so much Import- 
ance to it that he put a marginal note on his copy request- 
ing that it be most carefully preserved.. This document, 
with Lenin’s note, can now be seen in the Central Lenin 
Museum in Moscow. 

In this mandate Stalin laid down the principles upon 
which the workers’ deputies in the State Duma were to 
base their activities. The Mandate described the condi- 
tion of the working class and the peasantry, pointed out that 
the working' class was the vanguard, the leader of the re- 
volution and that the peasantry was the ally of the work- 
ing class, that the impending struggle would be a “strug- 
gle on two fronts— against the feudal-bureaucratic system 
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and against the liberal bourgeoisie, which is seeking an 
alliance with the old regime. . . ” it explained IS ?« +K 
Duma tribune is, under the present conditims^one of the 
best means for enlightening and organizing the broad 

mas ?, f T1 ? e MaSdlto we?t on to say: 
a i want to heai the voices of the members of thp 
Social-Democratic Group ring out loudly from the Duma 
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claiming the Russian working class as the leader of the 
popular movement, proclaiming the pedantry as the most 
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Stalin here gave a striking example of how every legal 
opportunity, however small, could be utilized and of how 
legal activities could be combined with illegal activities. 

Stalin at this time kept up a constant correspondence 
with Lenin, but Lenin wanted to see him in person and 
urged him to visit him abroad. Notwithstanding all the 
difficulties involved in such a journey, necessitating as it 
did breaking through the cordon of spies that were on the 
look-out for Bolsheviks, Stalin succeeded in making his 
way through to Lenin in Cracow in November, 1912. There 
they discussed and reached an agreement on all the im- 
portant problems then facing the Party, and in December, 
1912, Stalin returned to Russia. Lenin was very loth to 
part with him, and tried to persuade him to remain abroad, 
as he was in constant danger in Russia. 

Urging that the six Bolshevik deputies in the Fourth 
State Duma should come to visit him in Cracow, Lenin 
wrote to Stalin, insisting that he accompany them without 
fail. In a letter to Vasilyev (Stalin) dated December 23, 
1912, Lenin wrote: “Come... we are worried.” Shortly 
afterwards, Stalin again visited Cracow and took part in 
a conference of the Central Committee of the R.S.D.L.P. 
with Party workers, at which he was elected a member of 
the Bureau of the Central Committee in Russia. In order 
to keep it secret, this conference was called the February 
Conference of 1913, although it actually took place at the 
end of December, 1912. 

While abroad in January and February, 1913, Stalin 
worked assiduously on the national question, and in a let- 
ter to Gorky, Lenin referred enthusiastically to Stalin and 
his work: “ A wonderful Georgian here, ” he said, “ has 
sat down to write for “ Prosveshcheniye ” a long article 
for which he has collected “all” the Austrian and other 
materials.” 

The outcome of these studies was seen in Stalin’s 
sic work, “ Marxism and the National Question. ” * 
point of this remarkable book was directed against 
Liquidators, Bundists and Caucasian Mensheviks, * 
shared the Menshevik theories of Otto Bauer and Sprin|eif 
As we knpw, these opportunists advocated the bourgeois 
demand for national cultural autonomy as against the Bol- 
shevik demand for the right of nations to self-determina- 
tion. They even advocated dividing the workers accord- 
ing to nationality in the Party, the trade unions and the 
workers’ insurance organizations. They were enemies of 
proletarian unity and strove to undermine the idea of pro- 
letarian internationalism. 

How much importance Lenin attached to Stalin’s work 
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the Turukhansk Region, describes Kureika, where Stalin 
lived, as follows: 

“In the winter, unknown to the police, Suren Span- 
daryan and I made a journey to the village of Kureika to 
visit Stalin. We had to settle a number of questions con- 
nected with the trial of the Bolshevik group in the Duma 
that was then in progress, and a number of Party matters 
During that part of the year day and night merge into one 
endless Arctic night pierced with cruel frosts. We sped 
down the Yenisei by dog-sled without a stop, across the 
bleak wilderness that lies between Monastyrskoye and Ku- 
reika, a dash of 200 kilometres, pursued by the continuous 
howling of wolves. 

“We arrived in Kureika and looked for the hut where 
Comrade Stalin lived. Among the fifteen huts in the vil- 
lage this was the poorest: an outer room, a kitchen where 
the owner and his family lived, and Comrade Stalin's room 
— that was all. 

" Comrade Stalin was overjoyed at our unexpected ar- 
rival and did all he could to make the ‘Arctic travellers' 
comfortable. The first thing he did was to run to the 
Yenisei, where his fishing lines were set in holes through 
the ice. A few minutes later he returned with a huge stur- 
geon flung across his shoulder. Under the guidance of 
this 4 experienced fisherman * we quickly dressed the fish, 
extracted the caviar and prepared some fish soup. And 
while these culinary activities were in progress, we kept 
up an earnest discussion of Party affairs. The very room 
seemed to breathe of the intense working of Stalin’s mind, 
which at the same time was not diverted for a moment 
from surrounding realities. His table was piled with books 
and huge bundles of newspapers. And in a corner was 
stacked fishing and hunting tackle of various kinds, which 
he himself had made.” 

Stalin remained in this place of exile right up to the 
February Revolution of 1917. 

In the period of revival of the revolutionary move- 
ment, Stalin headed the Russian Bureau of the Central 
Committee, directed the work of the St. Petersburg Party 
organization, the election campaign to the Fourth State 
Duma, and “ Pravda; ” at the same time he made exten- 
sive theoretical contributions to " Prosveshcheniye, " and 
wrote “ Marxism and the National Question, ” the ideas of 
which later played an extremely Important role in the 
October Socialist Revolution and in the succeeding years 
of construction of the Socialist state. These ideas guided 
the Party, the Soviet Government and the Soviet peoples 
in liberating the working people of the Western. Ukraine 
and 'Western Byelorussia from servitude to the Polish lords. 
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played profound attention to and keen interest in Party 
life. He read a great deal, kept himself informed of the 
Party's work in Russia, reacted as far as he was able to 
every event in Party life, and occupied his leisure with 
fishing and hunting, which furnished him with some 
means of livelihood. 

In February, 1915, after an interruption caused by the 
arrest of the editorial staff, the Bolshevik magazine, " Vop- 
rossy Strakhovaniya ” (“Insurance Questions”), resumed 
publication. This magazine played an important role at 
that period, for it was the only legally-sanctioned Bolshe- 
vik magazine. Its editorial offices served as a rendezvous 
for the Petrograd Bolsheviks, who were then working under 
Molotov’s direction. The magazine was a screen for the 
Bolsheviks’ secret activities, and in spite of the rigorous 
military censorship, which cut out a great many articles 
(the magazine appeared with blank spaces in place of ar- 
ticles), it managed to advocate the “uncurtailed slogans 
of the Bolsheviks. When Stalin received the first issue of 
the revived magazines, he immediately started to collect 
money for it among the Bolshevik exiles in the Turukhansk 
Region. A letter to the editor accompanying a small con- 
tribution from the Turukhansk Bolsheviks (6 rubles 85 
kdpeks) reveals Stalin’s love for the Bolshevik Party and 
its workers’ press, and how he formulated the ideological 
tasks of this press. 

Here is the letter: , „ 

“Dear comrades, we, a group of exiles in the Turu- 
kliansk Region, gladly welcome the resumption of publica- 
tion of “Voprossy Strakhovaniya.” At the present time, 
when the public opinion of the masses of the workers in 
Russia is so deliberately misrepresented and when genuine 
workers’ representation is thwarted with the active assist- 
ance of, A. Guchkov and P. Ryabushinsky, it is a joy to see 
and to read a real workers’ magazine. Voprossy Stia- 
khovaniya ” must exert every effort ideologically to insure 
the working class of our country against the conuptlng 
preachings of Potresov, Levitsky, Plekhanov and their kind, 
which are anti-proletarian and fundamentally opposed to 
the principles of internationalism.” .,, rtTr 

This letter was signed by Stalin, A. Maslennikov (who 
was subsequently shot by Kolchak), S. Spandaiyan, Ve 

Sehweizer and others. . , .. , . foc!r t i liq 

Stalin was of the opinion that the wain task of this 
magazine was to insure the working class of Russia gainst 
deception by the corrupting, anti-proletadan and anti 
ternational preachings of the Menshevik Liquid at . 

In December, 1916, all those se: ivingse ntences of ad_ 
ministratlve exile were conscripted by the tsaiist govern 
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ment for military service, and Stalin was sent to Krasno- 
SSfc However, the tsarist government, knowing how 
dangerous he would be, did not take him into the army, but 
on the eve of the revolution sent him to Achinsk to com- 
plete his term of exile. The revolution broke out while he 

was stiil theie i d of the new revolutionary revival 

and in the war period in general, Stalin, undaunted by 
KnvrtihiTO undeterred ,by difficulties, surmounting ail ob- 
steel “ ooSed? with Lenin, to’ build the Bolshevik 
Paritfto consolidate its ranks, and to work out important 
problems in the theory and practice of revolution, Re set 
an example of uncompromising hostility towards all op- 
portunists double-dealers, Trotskyites, Mensheviks Liqui- 
dators of the Right and the ‘'Left,” and towards double- 

tieal AlthS n separated from Lenin by enormous distances 
Stalin was at one with him, and was always confident of 
the inevitable triumph of the proletariat. In this, as m 
the previous periods, Lenin and Stalin were the personifi- 
cation of the united will of the vanguard of the Russian 
proletariat; they were the pqrsonmcation of the revolu- 
tionary thought, revolutionary ardoui, and the stiuggie 
of the Bolshevik Party. 



CHAPTER VI 


THE PREPARATION FOR AND ACHIEVEMENT OF 
THE OCTOBER SOCIALIST REVOLUTION 

The vear 1917 was an unforgettable year in the history 
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Won of the consistent principles of Bolshevik policy; It was 
necessary to combat those who favoured coalition with the 
bourgeoisie, and who would postpone the Socialist revolu- 
tion indefinitely. 

The opportunists found in Stalin a powerful and un- 
compromising opponent. He struck hal’d not only at the 
Mensheviks, Socialist-Revolutionaries and Cadets, but also 
at the defeatists and blacklegs, Kamenev and his adher- 
ents, who, while claiming to be Bolsheviks, pursued a trea- 
cherous policy towards the revolution. Stalin kept the flag 
of the Central Committee of the Bolshevik Party flying. At 
the same time he urged Lenin by telegraph to hasten his 
return to Russia. 

On April 3, Stalin went to Byelo-ostrov to meet Lenin. 
It was with great joy that the two leaders of the revolu- 
tion, the two leaders of Bolshevism, met after their long 
separation. They were both about to launch into the 
struggle for the dictatorship of the working class, to lead 
the struggle of the revolutionary people of Russia. During 
the journey to Petrograd Stalin informed Lenin of the 
state of affairs in the Party and of the progress of the re- 
volution. On April 4, Lenin addressed a conference and 
read his celebrated April Theses, in which he outlined the 
plan for the'- capture of power by the Soviets. When Zino- 
viev and Kamenev; those traitors to the revolution, oppos- 
ed this plan, they met with a severe rebuff at the hands 
of Stalin, who ardently defended Lenin's plan for the 
growth of the bourgeois-democratic revolution into the 
Socialist revolution. 

A new period in Stalin's life began, a period of joint 
activity with Lenin. He attaches exceptional importance 
to the revolutionary experience he acquired in 1917. Speak- 
ing at a meeting of workers of the Central Repair Shops 
of the Transcaucasian Railway in Tiflis on June 8, 1926, 
Stalin recalled that period in warm terms. “ Finally, " he 
said, " I recall 1917, when, by the will of the Party, after 
my wanderings from prison to prison and from place of 
exile to place of exile, I was sent to Leningrad. There, 
amidst the Russian workers, in close proximity to the great 
teacher of the proletarians of all countries, Comrade Lenin, 
in the storm of great clashes between the proletariat and. 
the bourgeoisie, in the midst of the imperialist war, I learnt 
for the first time what it meant to be a leader of the great 
party of the working class. There, amidst the Russian 
workers — the liberators of the oppressed peoples and the 
vanguard of the proletarian struggle in all countries and 
of all nations — I received my third revolutionary baptism 
of fire. There, in Russia, under Lenin’s guidance, X became 
a master In the art of revolution.” 
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Together -with Lenin, Stalin took part in the meeting 
•af the Executive Committee of the Petrograd Soviet. To- 
gether with Lenin, he directed the meeting of Bolshevik 
delegates to the All-Russian Conference of Soviets of work- 
ers' and Soldiers’ Deputies. Together with Lenin, he, as a 
member of the Central Committee, directed the Central 
Organ of the Party, “ Fravda " Lenin's articles in Prav- 
da” alternated with those of Stalin, and, in harmony, they 
drew a clear light on all questions touching on the struggle. 

At the April Conference of the Bolsheviks (1917) Stalin 
reported on the national question, and in opposition to 
Pyatakov and other opponents, he urged the Leninist de- 
mand for the right of nations to self-determination 

Stalin emphatically rejected Kamenev’s proposal that 
the policy of complete lack of confidence in the Provisional 
Government be abandoned for the demand for control over 
the activities of . this government by the Soviets, and he 
showed that such control would imply a definite agreement 
between the controllers and the controlled. 

In his report on the national question at this Confer- 
ence, Stalin subjected the « Lefts Pyatakov and others-- 
to withering criticism and showed that they were in fact 
playing into the hands of the chauvinists. ‘ Thus, he 
said, “our views on the national question can be reduced 
“to the following propositions: (a) recognition or the right 
of nations to secession; (b) regional autonomy for nations 
remaining within .the given state; (c) special legislation 
guaranteeing freedom of development for national mino- 
rities; Cd) a single, indivisible proletarian body, a single 
party for the proletarians of all nationalities of the given 
State.” {Lenin and Stalin, 1917.) 

In May, 1917, after tne April Conference, Stalin was 
elected a member of the Political Bureau of the Central 
-Committee, and he has remained a member of that body 
’fiver since 

As we know, the decisions of the April Conference were 
ai enormous importance for the subsequent piogress of the 
revolution, and for the Party’s subsequent stiuggle for vie 
tory of the proletarian Socialist revolution. These dec - 
sions indicated the lines for the growth of the bourgeois- 
democratic revolution into a Socialist revolution, the pa 
of transition to the second stage of the ^olution, the over- 
throw of the power of the capitalists and landlords and the 
establishment of the proletarian dictatorship. has h °i 
space of time Lenin and Stalin did an enormous amount of 
work to prepare the masses for their great task. Day aftei 

day Stalin engaged in exteus ve orgamzahonal and pro 

pagandist activity, and precisely because of the bnmenslty 
of the task that confronted the masses, it would have been 

or 



a mistake to dissipate their forces in isolated actions. The- 
masses had to be organized in such a way that their actions, 
would demonstrate the ever increasing strength of Bol- 
shevism. The demonstrations in April, on May Day, and 
particularly that held on June 18, 1917, gave clear proof 
of this. 

In connection with the June demonstration, Stalin, 
drew up a manifesto addressed “ To All Toilers, to All the 
Workers and Soldiers of Petrograd , " calling upon them to- 
convert that day " into a day of formidable protest by re- 
volutionary Petrograd against reviving oppression and ty- 
ranny!” The manifesto went .on to say: 

“Let the victorious banners wave to-morrow, to the: 
dismay of the enemies of freedom and Socialism! 

“ Let your call, the call of the fighters of the revolUr- 
tion, resound through the world, to the joy of all the op- 
pressed and enslaved! ... 

“Workers! Soldiers! Clasp hands in a fraternal grnsp- 
and — forward under the banner of Socialism.!. 

“All into the streets, comrades! 

“Rally in a close ring around your hanners! 

March in serried ranks through the streets of the- 
capital! ” 

In the demonstration of June 18, half a million Pet- 
I rograd workers and soldiers marched under the banner 
*of the Bolshevik Party, under the banner of Lenin andi 
Stalin. * 

Seeing the speed with which the Bolshevik influence- 
was growing-, the Provisional Government decided to ter- 
rorize the Bolshevik Party, to drive it underground; and it 
th^Party 1 ' ^ pretext launch political reprisals against!. 

The treacherous, counter-revolutionary policy of the 
Provisional Government provoked the workers’ and sol- 
diers demonstrations of July 3 and 4, 1917. After shoot- 
ing down workers and soldiers in the streets, wrecking' the- 
offices of Pravda ” and hurling despicable accusations at- 
Lenin, the Provisional Government issued an order for 
Lenin s arrest. He was compelled to go into hiding. The 
Bolshevism within the Party insisted that Lenin.- 
* or trl , a ! bcfore the court of the counter-re- 
s m stalin > Sergo Orjonikidze, Svei'd- 
i^ V vE? P ther .B°' Ishev: Iks who were loyal to Lenin concealr- 
0m J he , of bourgeois Kerensky govern- 

ment, from the infuriated junkers and other Whiteguards. 
fho ) stern and difficult moment Stalin firmly led 
the Barty in mustering forces for armed insurrection. 

dat »? f? wntl 9 7, t i ie issue of the ' “ Rabochy i Sol-, 
dat ( Workers, and Soldiers"), issued in place of: 
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• Sl Pravda, ” which had been suppressed by the government, 
published an article by Stalin entitled “The Victory of the 
Counter-Revolution, ” in which he wrote: 

“The workers will never forget that in the stern mo> 
mients of the July days, when the enraged counter-revolu- 
tion opened lire on the revolution, the Bolshevik Party was 
the only party that did not desert the working-class dis- 
tricts. 

“ The workers will never forget that in those stem mo- 
ments the ‘ ruling ’ parties, the Socialist-Revolutionaries 
:and Mensheviks, were in the camp of those who attacked 
ancl disarmed the workers, soldiers and sailors. 

“ The workers will remember all this and will draw the 
proper conclusions. ” (Lenin and Stalin, 1917.) 

On July 26, 1917, when the counter-revolution was cele- 
brating Its “victory, ” the Sixth Congress of the Pai*ty as- 
sembled. As we know, this Congress, which was directed 
by Stalin, for Lenin was then in hiding, shaped the course 
•of the Party towards armed insurrection. The main re- 
ports were made by Stalin. He showed that the chief task 
now was to explain to the masses the need for the armed 
overthrow of the bourgeois power and the establishment 
<of the power of the proletariat and the poor peasantry. 

“Only one thing remained,” Stalin said, “namely, to 
take power by force, by overthrowing the Provisional Gov- 
ernment. And only the proletariat in alliance with the 
poor peasants could take power by force.” (“ History of the 
<C,P.S.TJ.[B.] ”.) , , 

He showed further that the bourgeois-democratic re- 
volution was already growing Into the Socialist revolution, 
and that the changes that had taken place in the whole 
economic life of the country— both in agriculture and in 
industry— determined the Socialist character of our re- 
volution. “It has begun to assume the character of a 
Socialist, workers' revolution,” he said. (“Political Report 
of the Central Committee at the Sixth Congress of the 
R.S.D.L.P., ” Lenin and Stalin, 1917.) 

He gave a severe rebuff to the enemies of the. proleta- 
rian revolution— Bukharin and Preobrazhensky. These 
opportunists asserted at the Congress that Russia could 
not be the first country to achieve a successful Socialist 
revolution. To this assertion Stalin replied We must 
abandon the antiquated idea that only Europe can show 
us the way. There is dogmatic Marxism and creative 
Marxism. I stand by the latter.” (“ Reply to Preobrazhen- 
sky on Point 9 of the resolution on the Political Situation, 
Lenin and Stalin, 1917.) 

He also pointed out that .the dual power had alieady 
come to an end, that the power had actually passed into 



the hands of the bourgeoisie. A new period had. sot In. He 
said: "The peaceful period of the revolution has ended, a 
non -peaceful period has begun, a period of clashes and ex- 
plosions. . . ("Report on the Political Situation" Lenin 
and Stalin, 1917.) 

The “History of the Civil War " says the following of 
the Sixth Congress: “Lenin’s spirit, his ideas, his firm 
leadership and his direct and clear-cut recommendations 
inspired the work of the Congress and the speeches' and 
utterances of Stalin. Stalin carried on Lenin’s cause, ral- 
lying the Party for the urgent and decisive task— the over- 
throw of the bourgeois government and the seizure of power 
by the proletariat and the poor peasants. ” 

During this period, Stalin maintained contact with. 
Lenin directly, as well as through Sergo Orjonlkidze; he 
kept up a constant correspondence with him and firmly 
carried out Lenin’s plan of preparation for armed insur- 
rection. 

Concerning Stalin’s visit to Lenin in his place of hid- 
ing, Comrade S. Alliluyev says in his reminiscences : 

“ In the July days, when Lenin was obliged to hide 
from the persecution of the infuriated bourgeoisie, he lived 
with me for several days, from July 6 to July 11, and Com- 
rade Stalin used to come to my house to visit Comrade 
Lenin. When Comrade Lenin left Sestroretsk (this 
was on the night of July 11), Comrade Stalin and I acconir- 
panied him to the Sestroretsk Station, which was then 
situated in Novaya Derevnya, on the Bolshaya Nevka em- 
bankment. We walked all the way from Tenth Rozhdest- 
venskaya Street to the station. 

■ “ While he was staying in the shack at Razliv, and later 

m Finland, Lenin sent me letters from time to time to be 
delivered to Comrade Stalin. The letters were brought to 

hous®* and as they had to be answered promptly, Com- 
rade Stalin moved into my house, 17 Rozhdestvenskaya. 
Street, in August, and occupied the room in which Com- 
rade Lenin had hidden during the July days. ” 

• . Th . ank f correct policy pursued by the Party 

the leado phip of such great masters in the art of re- 
volution as Lenin and Stalin, the proletariat and the revo- 
lt S0 M iers and sailors, rallying round the Party of 

«F fv 7 03hevk t’ won over ever larger and larger numbers 
of the. peasantry. 

jtomiiov’s mutiny in August, 1917, was crush- 

niaccoo C ,°“ s l erable sbare toe work of organizing tho 
masses for the purpose of crushing this couhter-revolu- 

?. 01 ! ai iL% ener f 1 £ nd hls accomplices fell to the lot of Stalin: 
** .•*}■ Bader of the Bolshevik Party. 

Writing in the “Rabochy I Soldat” of August 8, iai7„ 


70 



Stalin exposed the counter-revolutionary designs of the 
government.. When this counter-revolutionary Council was 
convened in Moscow in August, he wrote an article entitled 
“Against the Moscow Council, in which he set the fol- 
lowlne tasks before the- advanced workers: 

'Ml) to tear from the Council the mask of a repre- 
sentative organ of the people, to drag its ■ counter-revolu- 
tionarv , anti-people’s nature into the light, , 

" (2) to expose the Mensheviks and. 
tionaries who are shielding this Council with the flag of 
■ saving the revolution ’ and are misleading the people of 

Russia^ ^ organize mass protest meetings against these 
counter-revolutionary machinations of the saviours . . . 
nf the nrofits of the landlords and capitalists. 

0t “Let the enemies of the revolution know,’’ warned 

eunlin “that the workers will not allow themselves to he 
drived, that they will not allow the battle-flag of the 
revolution to slip from their hands. . 

In the first issue of “ Proletary. which began to ap- 
pear *in August, 1917, after “Rabochy i Soidat had been 
^rnnrpsqcd hv the Kerensky government, Stalin in an ar- 
ticle entitle/ “Whither the Moscow Council ? ’ ’ we ^ COI J ie( J 
i-hp strike organized by the Moscow workers in protest 
against the°Mosoow Council of the enemies of the revolu- 

tion He exposed this counter-revolutionary conspiracy 
step by step. Summing up the proceedlngs of the Moscow 
Council in an article in the “Proletary ’ of August 17 ,1917, , 
he stated that it had resulted in the coronation of coun- 

ter "As V w U e t kSow, the Kornilov muUny 

It made the masses realize that . only .the > Bolshewk p > 

could lead them to victory, that , P ?/ P gains of 
Soviets could guarantee the consolidation of the « 
the revolution. The new , elections to the 

S wWt SSporinjr withdrawn, 

more and 

slty of prepartog for lnsumotlom o^ pMsin^^ AssumR 

lb tion. In his letters. The h ^ "Marxism 

Power ” < Lenin: Selected condemned the capi- 

and Insurrection (Ibid.), he sever y opponents of 

tulators, Kamenev, Zinojta* mhM ; 1 g en °trai Committee on 
insurrection. At a m . e . etln J_?? p i.pv went so far as to pro- 
September 15, the traitor Kamene resolution to the 

pose that a statement be ihserted n ^ gtreet ac tions, 

effect that the Bo ] sll . e i y 5ks t ^5r e T Sn’s letters be burnt, only 
whatsoever, and further that Lenin s ^ 



one copy of each being preserved, in the files. Stalin, passed 
severe stricture on Kamenev and thwarted his plans. He 
proposed that Lenin’s letters be discussed immediately and 
that copies of them be sent to the most important Party 
organizations for their guidance. The Central Committee 
adopted these proposals. 

Stalin at this period devoted great attention to the 
preparations for armed uprising, to the formation of a Red 
Guard, and the arming of the workers. 

On October 10, 1917, the Central Committee of the Bol- 
shevik Party appointed Stalin to be the member of the 
Political Bureau in charge of the insurrection. At the 
meetings of the Central Committee of October 10 and 16 
at which the question of launching the armed uprising and 
taking power was decided, Stalin, jointly with Lenin, ex- 
posed and denounced Zinoviev, Kamenev, Trotsky and 
the other traitors, defeatists and blacklegs of the revolu- 
tion, showing that their proposals were tantamount to de- 
liberately putting off the revolution and giving the coun- 
ter-revolution the opportunity to organize. 

At the meeting of October 16, Stalin said “Objectively, 
what Kamenev and Zinoviev propose would enable the 
counter-revolution to organize." He pointed out that two 
lines were contending against each other: one line was 
heading for revolution; the other line “does not believe 
in the revolution and counts on being only an opposition.” 
(Lenin and Stalin. 1917.) 

The enlarged meeting of the Bolshevik Central Com- 
mittee of October 16 placed Stalin at the head of the Party 
Centre for the direction of the uprising. It was this centre 
that directed the fighting during the October days. The 
Central Committee frustrated the reactionary plans of the 
Provisional Government to draw counter-revolutionary 
forces to Petrograd in order to crush the uprising. Kerensky 
ordered the suppression of the Bolshevik newspaper “Ra- 
bochy Put” (“Worker’s Path"), but in vain, “it no longer 
depended on him. ” Stalin mustered a defence squad of 
Red Guards and Soldiers, which ensured the publication 
of the paper. 

At 11 a.m. on October 24 (November 6), “Rabochy Put" 
appeared with a call to overthrow the Provisional Govern- 
ment. Simultaneously, on the orders of the Party Centre 
for the direction of the uprising, detachments of revolu- 
tionary soldiers and Red Guards were hurriedly concen- 
trated at the Smolny. 

The uprising had begun. 

That same day Lenin wrote in his “Letter to the Mem- 
bers of the Central Committee”: 
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«we must at all costs, this very evening, this very 
M arrest the government, first disarming the junkers 
? taS them if they resist), and so forth. 

“We must not wait! We may lose everything! . . . 
“The matter must be decided without fail this very 
evening, or this very night. 

“History will not forgive revolutionaries for procras- 
tinating- when they could be victorious today (will certainly 
be victorious to-day) , while they risk losing much, in fact, 
everything, to-morrow. . • ■ 

* ' “The government is wavering. It must be destroyed 

a< “To delay action will be fatal.” (Lenin and Stalin, 
1917 ) 

That same day, too, Stalin wrote an article in the 
-Rabochy Put - entitled “What Do We Need?” in which 

iie S « Th e time has come when further delay will be fatal 
for the whole cause of the revolution. 

*«The oresent government of landlords and capitalists 
must be replaced by a new government of workers and 
peasants.” (Lenin and Stalin, 1917.) 

That night Lenin arrived at the Smolny and jointly 
with Stalin directed the armed forces of the revolution. 

In the morning of October 25 (November 7) power pass- 
ed into the hands of the workers and poor peasants^ 

On October 27 (November 9) the first workers and 
peasants’ government was organized, headed by Lenin and 

m&oSSSBST: 

The Great October Proletarian S«Wls^ReTOmHon 

was victorious. A new era in the rt^Sgn the Second 
ushered In, the era of Socialism. Th g workln g_ c i as s 
International, of Social-Democracy, t £^ e ninism an d the 
movement came to a close; the reign ot uniim* 

Third International began. , t0 . 

The great historical moment working class had 

wards which the great ^leadersofthe^v flnesfc minds 0 f 

striven was achieved, the dream i 1 Communism was 
humanity was real zed, the banner oi 
unfurled over one-sixth of the ea . 1917. ^ 

At the time oE the . Bevolut on of “ f „ a qua r- 
membership of the Bolshevik Party was, 7; , 



ter of a million, but it was backed by the millions, who 
poured into the cause of the Socialist revolution the revo- 
lutionary ardour that had been accumulating for centu- 
ries. They confidently marched to victory and achieved 
it for the glorious banner of the proletarian Socialist re- 
volution was held aloft by those two great battle-tried 
Btandard bearers, those two great masters of the an of 
revolution-— Lenin and Stalin. 



CHAPTER V1T 


THE EARLY PERIOD OP SOVIET GOVERNMENT 

We have seen how important, immense and varied', 
were Stalin’s activities in the period of the first revolution; 
in the period of reaction and of the revival of the revo- 
lutionary movement after the first revolution, and in the- 
neriod of conquest of power by the proletariat, but even- 
niore important have his activities been in the period of, 
the proletarian dictatorship, when it was necessary to pro- 
tect and uphold the power that had been won, to build uj> 
^Socialist economic system and a Socialist society in the 
midst of a capitalist encirclement ’ 

Defining the world-wide significance- of the October.- 
Revolution in his article, “ The October Revolution and the 
National Question ” (" Pravda," November 0 and 19, 1918), 

Stal '*The° great international significance of the October- 
Revolution chiefly consists in the fact that: 

“ (1) It has widened the scope of the national question 
and converted it from the particular question of combating 
national oppression into the general question of emancir 
pating the oppressed nations, colonies and semi-colonies*- 

fl0n )' *S) P I? bas* 1 opened' up vast possibilities and- revealed 
the true way of achieving emancipation, and thereby 
greatly helped the cause of emancipation of the oppressed 
nations of the West and the East, having drawn 
the common channel of the victorious struggle against 

imperialism ,ha s tliereby erec ted a bridge betwee £ , tbe 

ciallst West and the enslaved East, having , ^ tending 

line of revolutions againsiworld 

from the proletarians of the West through the Russ a 
revolution, to the oppressed lotions of the 'East. 

" This in fact explains the indescribrtte “^tarKfc 
which is now being displayed for the 

by the toiling and exploited which 

" And this largely explains the brutal fury wi w 
the imperialist robbers of the world have hurled themseive 
against Soviet Russia.” 



And the Great October Proletarian Socialist Revolution 
■did, in fact, call for the furious resistance of the entire 
(■capitalist world and savage attacks on the Soviet Union. 

Lenin, Stalin and the whole Bolshevik Party clearly 
saw that the counter-revolutionary bourgeoisie would en- 
deavour by force of arms and by every other means at its 
disposal to recover its lost power, and they clearly realized 
•that in order to protect the existence of the young Soviet 
state, repulse the Russian and foreign counter-revolution- 
aries and crush the resistance of the bourgeoisie, the new 
state must create a powerful armed force — a Red Army. 

Tremendous burdens fell upon the shoulders of Lenin, 
and Stalin from the earliest days of the October Socialist 
Revolution. Tire Smolny Institute in Petrograd became 
the general headquarters of the fighting forces of the re- 
volution, where Lenin, Stalin, Dzerzhinsky and Sverdlov 
often went days and nights without sleep. 

At a later date, in his article “Three Years of the 
Proletarian Dictatorship,” Stalin wrote of this period as 
follows : 

“ On October 24 ... we, a small group of Bolsheviks 
headed by Comrade Lenin, having at our disposal the 
Petrograd Soviet (it was then Bolshevik), an inconsiderable 
Red Guard and nothing but a small and still rather un- 
consolidated Communist Party ... . having deposed the 
representatives of the bourgeoisie, handed over the power 
of government to the Second Congress of Soviets of 
Workers', Peasants’ and Soldiers’ Deputies.” 

Whole volumes could be written— and will be written 
— on how Lenin and Stalin worked to build the first Socialist 
state in the world, and how Stalin, together with Lenin 
■down to 1924, and, after Lenin’s death, at the head of the 
Central Committee of the Bolshevik Party and together 
with the whole Party, went on building the Socialist state 
staunchly defending it, and, with all the strength, will 
and indomitable energy of his revolutionary genius, forti- 
fied and strengthened the land of Soviets, the Land or 
^Socialism. 

There was no past experience to draw upon in the 
building of such a state. The Paris Commune had been 
■all too short-lived to serve as a guide, and everything had 
to be started from the beginning ; a new proletarian state 
had to be built up and the old bourgeois machinery of 
.state destroyed. 

When the Bolsheviks took to arms in October, 1017, 
they fully realized what a tremendous task they were 
undertaking. 

The vast work of building a new world was helped t>y 
Marxian science, which enabled the Bolsheviks to flndl 
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of the capitalists, 

a " d ln thKilding of the new Socialist state, Stalin played. 
11 Va^^w^itutions a,ose hi 

ira-^g^o?^2rsfffiS-iSS 

first of its kind in history, as was also th e inspectorate, 
foS^U'ewS iWof^^missarStts were- 

^tre SS^SSE the^short-lived Pavis^Commane, the- 

& ‘as swssr- 
&sr vtj 

Socialist culture. And, indeed, fiou* ri -,«u tasks of the 
the revolution the Bolsheviks were faced with 
utmost urgency In the most 

live, organizational, military, econom , ^ h of . 

sphere of propaganda theory ; Stalin's 

advance had to be illumined by, the lg inestimable value 
articles in the Rabochy Put we , £ * tant decrees of 
as a guide, as were aiso the mo P the Rights of 
the Soviet government. Th®P H n n November 2 (151, 1917, 
the Peoples of Russia, published on ^ s t a iin, and the- 
over the joint signatures of . Tolling and Exploited 
Declaration of the Congress of 

people, adopted, at the Third AJ 'R^siai _ n close 

Soviets in January, 1918, weie written confisca tion 
collaboration with Stalin. ^ The dec e foi Stalin, 

of the Putilov Works and other plants was g g Commissars . 

deputizing for Lenin on the Council t v t(j be eA 
At the same time a "l Revolution— Zinoviev, 

against the blacklegs in the Oct er dese rted at this 
Kamenev, Rykov and the otheis wn preferred to- 

moment of trial These ^etched cowaias^i^^ t the 
keep out of harm's way and rend Soclalist _R e volution- 
bourgeoisie, the Mensheviks a t; vlgorous ly fought these 

arles. Together with Lenin, Staiin 

traitors to the revolution. - 7? . 



This was a fight on two fronts, for It was essential at 
T i time relentlessly to expose the so-called "Left 
rnmmiiists^ who, together with the Trotskyites and the 
Socialist-Revolutionaries,’' were doing immense harm 
J L ffiL* Soviet Qovernment and the Communist Party. 

The most burning question at that time was the con- 
rin.lon of peace at the earliest possible moment, in set- 
Inloit to conquer power, the Bolshevik Party had united 
Jffi 5 masses, 0 the workers, peasants soldiers and sailors 
thp’riPmand for an early conclusion of peace. The 
pnn ntrv ^was vwonf out by four years of war The imperial- 
1st "22 hSd to be terminated at all costs. The fatigue 
Flf ilfeses could not be ignored. Lenin and Stalin 
4lth h thf unswerving aim of defending and consolidating 
The Soviet Republic, the bulwark of world revolution, clearly 
teamed how essential it was to secure a respite > from the 
: war however brief, no matter what the cost. They there- 
Tore’ insisted on the conclusion of peace at the earliest 

.possible .moi government called upon all the nations of 
the world to end the war by a democratic peace But the 
British French, American and Japanese imperialists re- 
fected the -proposal. Soviet Russia could therefore emerge 
■frnru the war only by concluding a separate peace with 
Germany. Drastic M were the terms dictated by the Qer- 
man imperialists, peace had to be consented bo at any 
price in order to escape from the clutches of the imperial- 
ist war. The “Left Communists” and the Trotskyites 
endeavoured to frustrate the cause of peace. Their ring- 
leaders— Trotsky, Bukharin, Pyatakov and Radek-went 
so far as to conspire with the enemies of the Bolshevik 
Party: for the overthrow of the Soviet regime, for the crea- 
tion of a new government headed by Trotsky, and for the 
arrest and assassination of Lenin and Stalin and of other 
•leaders of the Bolshevik Party who were loyal to Com- 
munism. Kamenev, Zinoviev, Trotsky and the Left Com- 
munists ” carried on a fierce struggle against Lenin, Stalin, 
Sverdlov and the other advocates of Peace. The l£ft 
Communists” went so far as to consent to the downfall 

° £ *“Neverf if seems,” Stalin says In “ On the Opposition," 
“did the struggle in the Party among the Bolsheviks reach 
such a pitch of ferocity as during this period, the peiiod of 
the BrestrLitovsk Peace.” ,, „ ' 

At a meeting of the Central Committee of the Bolshev k 
Party on February 23, 1918, Stalin joined with Lenin, in 
attacking the Trotskyites and “Left Communists.” Eltncr 
; .a respite,” he said, “ or the downfall of the revolution. 
The question,” he further said, “ stands as follows— either 



our revolution is defeated and the revolution in Europe 
ja fettered, or we secure a respite and consolidate our 


position.” 

It was only thanks to the firmness of Lenin, Stalin 
and Sverdlov and of other Bolsheviks loyal to Lenin, that 
the “Left Communists" were defeated. The majority of 
the Central Committee supported Lenin and Stalin. So 
did the Party, which thus took the right path, notwith- 
standing the drastic terms of the Brest-Litovsk Peace, of 
which Lenin writing in an article entitled "A Distressful 
Peace," on the day following the decision to sign it, wrote 
" Intolerably severe are the terms of peace. Nevertheless, 
History will claim its own ... Let us set to work to organize, 
organize and organize. Despite all trials, the future is ours.” 

Very important was the work performed by the Soviet 
Government in this and the subsequent period in the settle- 
ment of a number of complicated problems relating to the 
organization of the national republics, in the adjustment 
of various conflicts that arose within them, and in explain- 
ing the national policy to the Party and to the world from 
the Marxist-Leninist standpoint. Stalin was the invariable 
reporter on the national question at all congresses, con- 
ferences and meetings. It was he, too, who drew up the 
most important decisions on the national question, and 
it was he who drafted the first Constitution of the R.S.F.S.R. 
(Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic). 

On April 27, 1918, 'on Lenin's proposal, Stalin was 
appointed plenipotentiary of the R.S.F.S.R. in the negotia- 
tions with the Ukrainian Rada. The Ukrainian Rada was 
a bourgeois government which had seized power in the 
Ukraine with the assistance of foreign forces of interven- 
tion, the Mensheviks and the Socialist-Revolutionaries. 
When conflict arose between the Ukrainian Rada and the 
Soviet Government, Stalin was sent to the Ukraine ; there 
he ascertained the true political character of the Rada, 
which was playing the part of a broker and pander , it stood 
for a division of power between the bourgeoisie, on the 
one hand and the proletariat and the peasantry on the 
other The Bolshevik Party did not share power with the 
bourgeoisie but overthrew it. Stalin brilliantly carried out 

the wishes 'of the Party, and led the HSfpX “ hTeiIso 
this period of their struggle against the He also 

played a tremendous part in the sovietization of B> 

arranged and presided at the Constituent Con- 

at this congress, which was published J n . . til e 
May 10, 1918, ended with the following appeal t 
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Bashkir and Tatar peoples ancl to all the Mohammedan 
nations of the East : 

Of no less importance was the part played by Stalin 
beacon to the Mohammedan nations of the East, lighting 
the path to their emancipation from oppression.” 

Of no less importance was the part played by Stalin 
in the emancipation of the peoples of Transcaucasia front 
the rule of the Mensheviks, Dashnaks and Mussavatists,* 
and of the national- deviators who had wormed their way 
into the ranks of the Bolshevik Party. 

In this period of tremendous successes of the Soviet 
Republic, which Lenin called the “ triumphal march of the 
Soviet power” it was necessary to begin laying the founda- 
tions of a Socialist economic system. In this, however, the 
Soviet government encountered the gravest difficulties. 
Hardest of all was the food situation. When the Bolsheviks 
had taken power in October, 1917, there was only a two 
days’ stock of provisions In Leningrad and it was only after 1 , 
the most energetic search in every store and warehouse 
that Stalin managed to secure a ten days’ supply of' 
bread. It was no empty threat of Ryabushinsky and the 
other gentlemen of his kind that they would strangle the 
revolution with the gaunt hand of famine. 

And so we find Stalin entrusted with the job of 
organizing the food supply. A decision of the Council of 
People’s Commissars of May 29, 1918, signed by Lenin, states: 
“People’s Commissar Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin, Meln- 
ik 1 ' of the Council of People's Commissars, is appointed’. 

of People’s Commissars Director-General 
of Food Affairs in the South of Russia.” 

This meant a real "war for bread,” for the most fertile 
regions had been cut off by the Whiteguards. And when 
Stalin entered on the work of food supply he very soon 
became convinced that grain would have to be won by 
force of arms. On May 23, 1918, in one of his talks with 
Lenin over the telephone, Stalin, who had left for the South 
before the decision of the Council of People’s Commissars 
mentioned, said : 

, . “There are large stocks of grain in the North Caucasus, 
but they cannot be sent north because the railway has been 
cut. Until the line has been restored, the transport of 
grain is out of the question. An expedition has been sent 
to the Samara and Saratov provinces, but it will not bo 
possible to consign grain to you in the next few days. We 
hope to restore the line in about ten days. Hold on as 


• ^'US^AUSTS. The Mussavat was Ihe Massalnmn' Democratic Party, ertohllslica 
Iiervntir “ dvocatcd Mpllalism. the unity of near eastern Mohammednn 

T ? ,k ™,» EB,p . te ' Su Pf° r,td during the 1914-1918 wnr. Koiifc-hi 

the Baku commune in 1918. Awisted Denikin Id 1920. 
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best you can : issue meat and fish, which we can send 
you in abundance. Things will be easier in about a 
■week." 

A little while later, Stalin wired Lenin saying : 

“ You will receive 160 carloads of grain and 46 carloads 
of fish by this route. The rest will be sent through Saratov." 

Such were the conditions in which the w’ork of food 
supply had to be organized. A counter-revolutionary move- 
ment was spreading in the Don Region, and Tsaritsyn (now 
Stalingrad) was acquiring great strategical importance. 
The kulaks' 11 — brutal enemies of the working people— were 
stirring up revolt everywhere in an endeavour to stifle the 
Soviet government with the hand of famine. Matters were 
still further complicated by a revolt of the kulak party— 
the “ Left ” Socialist-Revolutionaries — in Moscow at the 
beginning of July, 1918. 

Replying to a letter from Lenin on the subject of pos- 
sible action by the "Left" Socialist-Revolutionaries in 
Tsaritsyn, Stalin said : 

" As to the hysterical ones, rest assured, our hand will 
not falter. We shall treat enemies like enemies." 

It would have been difficult to find another man who 
could do as much as Stalin in the matter of organizing 
the food supply, and Lenin attached great importance to 
his going to Tsaritsyn. A proclamation of the Council of 
People’s Commissars “ To All the Toiling People ’’ stated : 

"The seizure of certain junction points on the Siberian 
Railway by the counter-revolutionaries will, of course, affect 
the food supply of the starving country for a time, but 
the Russian, French, British and Czechoslovakian imperial- 
ists will not succeed in starving the revolution into sub- 
mission. The South-East is coming to the aid of the starv- 
ing North. People’s Commissar Stalin, who is at present 
in Tsaritsyn, where he is directing the procuring of f °£d 
from the Don and the Kuban, informs us by wire of the 
huge supplies of grain which he hopes to dispatch to the 
North in the course of a week." .. 

Stalin perceived what a treacherous and fatal 
Trotsky was pursuing in the army. He kept Lenin informed 
of the drastic state of affairs at the front and declared that 
Trotsky was pursuing a suspicious policy that was obviously 
to the advantage of the Whiteguards and the foielgn - 
vaders. He demanded that the direction of the amies be 
taken out of Trotsky’s hands. Lenin placed the * utmost 
confidence in Stalin and the latter was charged . with the 

task of "establishing order, consolidating the detachment^ 

Into regular units and establishing a proper command, af-ei 

•KULAKS. Itich faimeri, usually also villc£4 money lemleu. The woti i* r.uu.Jn 
ici “ fist.” 
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dismissing all —dtaates " (Quoted by Voroshilov to 

‘' St &“ a toohov^™ direction o£ the Revolutionary 
_ st ., 5 +Vip qnuniem Front and in a very short space of 
SmTsucceededta reconstructing the army, forming efficient 
Sions brigades and regiments, improving military sup- 
i?i otS Hearing both the army and the rear of countw- 
P l!S,Zl«!v efeinents In this tremendous work, Stalin 
had thTSipportof faithful assistants like Voroshilov, Kirov, 
oHnnikidSe Budyonny, Shchadenlco and Mekhlis 
° 3 On a written instruction from Trotsky which ran 
i qtalin’s measures, the latter wrote . To be 
disregarded ” * It was only thanks to the firm and correct 
Sv Pursued by Stalin that the Tsaritsyn front was con- 
?olidated and the enemy routed and flung back beyond 

the Buf while engaged in defending the Soviet Republic 
'wiH qfniln never forgot another weapon and 

a't 'tto period deal witKme of tlte 

ISisbL aw ms 

reb ufl ‘». th t L“ e SSL° 3 I “a“ ? ‘m October Revolution and 
ColoniKeS”) & addition to writing lor “Pravda," 

Economic? and 

mllftaiy affairs 6 He won for himself ever greater prestige 
in thp Partv trust in him grew stronger than ever, fo 

ss ss 

bent on its defence and on the consolidation of its gams 
■He won authority by his indefatigable activities and . hj 

boundless devotion to the cause huge 

Revolution teaches, and Stalin, while “rg; 

masses, himself always learnt from them and from lh» 
revolution. 



CHAPTER VIIX 


CIVIL WAR 

The Bolsheviks never believed that the proletarian 
jiif’frfltorshit) could be established and consolidated and a 
Socialist state set up without a civil war— that the parasitic 
Masses whose rule had been overthrown by the October 
proletarian Socialist Revolution, would not put up a savage 

resistance. fchafc Ru3Sia ■ had emerged from the war by 

revolutionary means was a transition from imperialist war 
to civil war. The Russian and foreign bourgeoisie at once 
mobilized forces to combat the Soviet government The 
revolt of the Czechoslovakian legion— engineered and care- 
tiillv nrenared by the British and French imperialists and 
the y Russ?an e counter-revolutionaries— the Cadets Menshe- 
viks and Socialist-Revolutionaries— marked the beginning 
cf a civil war, instigated by the imperialists against the 

S0Vi 'Afr°e V ady™ e the first halt of 1918," the "History ofthe 
C P S U (B ) ” states : “ two definite forces took shape that 
were prepared to embark upon the overthrow of the Soviet 
power namely, the foreign imperialists of the Entente and 
fho counter-revolutionaries at home, . 

“The conditions of the struggle against 4116 Soviet 
power dictated a union of the two anti-Soviet forces. foreign 
S domestic. And this union was effected in the first half 

1)1 “nils was how the foreign military intervention 
against the Soviet power supported by counter-revolutionary 
revolts of its foes at home origtaated. 

“This was the end of the respite m Russia ana 

beginning of the Civil gainst the foreign 

and peasants of the nationsofRus a&am History of 
and domestic enemies of the Soviet; power. 

the C.P.S.U.IB.3.”) . f ivil war which formed in 

The five P ri ncipal fronts °f cm: 1 Colossal exertion of 
various parts of Russia ^errand ter-revolution were con- 
effort. The main forces the 

centrated on the Eastern riont, ad y Nor th-Westem 
Southern Front, headed by Denikin, me ^ 



Front, headed by Rodzyanko and Yudenich, the Polish- 
Front and the Wrangel Front, In the period of the Civil 
War nine -tenths of the energies of the Party and of the 
Government were consumed in combating the enemies of 
the Soviet regime. Fifty per cent of the members of the 
Communist Party and of the Young Communist League — 
and in the war areas one hundred per cent — were mobilized 
to resist the Whlteguards and the foreign invaders. 

The part played by Stalin in the direction of the struggle- 
was immense. It is described by Voroshilov in the follow- 
ing words : 

11 In the period from 1918 to 1920 Comrade Stalin was- 
probably the only person whom the Central Committee- 
shifted about from front to front, selecting the most vul- 
nerable spots, the places where the threat to the revolution 
was most Imminent.” (K. Voroshilov, “ Stalin and the Red 
Army.”) 

Having, on the instructions of the Party, undertaken 
the highly important task of organizing the food supply 
of the country, Stalin was obliged to take charge of the 
military operations in order to defeat the counter-revolu- 
tion and liberate the regions it had seized. 

We now have a number of writings, films and plays 
which depict step by step the activities of Lenin and Stalin 
in these difficult years, when every bushel of grain was 
precious and was secured at the cost of incredible effort, 
when the country, surrounded by foreign invaders, gripped 
in the clutches of the blockade, and starving and impover- 
ished as a result of the imperialist war, had to bend all ito 
energies to repulse and defeat its enemies. In this defeat 
of the counter-revolution Stalin played a very important 
part. OniAugust 4, 1918, he wrote to Lenin from Tsaritsyn 
that he had “ to start all over again from the beginning : 
we arranged the matter of supply, set up a Military Opera- 
tions Department, established communication with all sec- 
tions of the front, rescinded the old orders, criminal orders, 

I should say, and only after all that, launched an offen- 
sive on Kalach and the South in the direction of Tikhoretsk. ,r 

The old tsarist army had collapsed; the new army, 
the Red Army, was only in process of formation. In the 
creation of this army Stalin took an active part. Its ranks 
had been swelled by all sorts of undisciplined elements in. 
the early period of the Civil War. Guerrilla methods, in. 
the worst sense of the term, were preventing the building 
of a regular army with a single command and a single, 
military discipline. A disciplined regular Red Army had 
to be created at all costs. At the Eighth Congress of the 
Party there was a fairly strong “ Military Opposition.” It- 
embraced, on the one hand, men who really encouraged 
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lack: of discipline and guerrilla methods in the Red Army, 
and, on the other, loyal Bolsheviks who were dissatisfied 
•with Trotsky’s direction of the army and resented his 
treacherous treatment of Communists. The Eighth Congress 
put its foot down on guerrilla methods, but at the same 
ftltne adopted a number of decisions to counteract Trotsky s 
pernicious activities. At this Congress, Stalin joined Lenin 
in fighting for the creation of a disciplined Red Army. 

Either,” he said, “ we create a real worker and peasant— 
primarily a peasant— army, a strictly disciplined army, and 
defend the Republic, or we perish.” (Quoted in the “History 

Stalin proved himself in the Civil War to be an out- 
standing military leader and a.n experienced strategist. 
Towards the end of 1918 a highly critical skuationarose 
on the Eastern Front. Kolchak had captured Penn and 
was threatening to seize the north and establish co^wt 
with the foreign forces of intervention theie. The Thud 
Army, demoralized by inefficient eommanders. was dis- 
orderly retreat and suffering heavy losses. 

Committee of the Party decided to f t P n m P mbers of the 
vestigating commission consisting of S investigate 

Central Committee, Dzerzhinsky and Stalin to Investigate 

thoroughly the causes of surrender of Perm 
Xtt^Sant Voroshilov, “Stalin 

“ nd But Stalin’s nature to content himae« 

with a mere investigation. He ad ^f, fc ^ nn a of n X army 
organizational measures for the consolidaWon of th^rm^ 
procured arms, cleaned out inefficient comjianders^impio 
ed the work of the Party and the I So 

district and strengthened the organs of the P™ 1 ™ ure5 

dictatorship there. “As the f result but 

not only was the enemy's further advance on offenslve> 

in January, 1919. the Eastern F^was^taken This is how 
and on the right flank Uralsk was task of 

Comrade Stalin understood and he » He investi- 

f investigating the J a 5 se s ° f . andright there and 

gated and - established them and achieved 

then, by his own efforts, elimina 

the necessary improvement, uwaj in liquidating 

Considerable assistance to and Kuibyshev, 

the Eastern Front was rendered by Frunze a d severa i 

Although by this time r Kolchak haa E su opean of 

severe reverses and his advance erfcbe i e ss, not been 

the Urals was checked, he had, rces 0 f the Red 

crushed. And in order to divert, me w 



Army from the East and thus help Kolchak, the foreign 
powers drew up a plan for capturing Petrograd with the 
aid of the Whiteguards. For this purpose the enemy formed 
an army on Esthonian territory under the command, of 
General Yudenich, which advanced rapidly on Petrograa, 
endangering the cradle of the Revolution. In Petrograa. 
itself and in the Baltic Fleet, at Kronstadt, the enemy had 
his agents — traitors among the officers. This enabled him 
to seize certain strongly fortified places and the forts ot 
Krasnaya Gorka and Seraya Loshad, which had seemed 
impregnable, Whiteguard forces under General BuiaK- 
Balakhovich advanced on Pskov. 

A serious situation arose. Stalin was appointed ito 
deal with the danger. He restored discipline on this front 
with an iron hand, organized political work among the 
troops, arranged for regular supplies, inspired confidence 
in the ranks of the Red Army, mustered the necessary 
reinforcements, and ruthlessly crushed the enemy and the 
traitors. Although “prominent experts” asserted that 
forts like Krasnaya Gorka and Seraya Loshad could not 
be captured from the sea, this feat was accomplished on. 
Stalin’s orders and he was soon able to wire Lenin : 

“ Following the capture of Fort Krasnaya Gorka, Fort 
Seraya Loshad has been captured. Their guns are in, 
perfect order .... The naval experts assert that the cap- 
ture of Krasnaya Gorka from the sea runs counter to ail 
naval science. I can only deplore this so-called science. 
The swift capture of Gorka was due to the grossest inter- 
ference in the operations by me and by civilians generally, 
even to the point of countermanding orders on land ana. 
sea and imposing my own. I consider it my duty to declare 
that I shall continue to act in this way in future, despite 
all my reverence for science.” (Quoted by Voroshilov in- 
"Stalin and the Red Army.”) 

And six days later, Stalin was able to report to Lenin 
that a profound change for the better had taken place at 
the front and that the enemy was in retreat. The adver- 
sary was driven into Esthonia. This made it possible tt> 
rout Kolchak, too, who fled with the remnants of his army 
to Irkutsk. On the way he was arrested and shot by tlie 
Soviet authorities in Irkutsk. The plan for the defeat ox 
Kolchak had been drawn up by Stalin in face of the oppo- 
sition of Trotsky, who had not wanted the complete defeat 
of Kolchak and had demanded that the pursuit of his 
army be halted. But even this did not put an end to- 
foreign intervention and counter-revolution. The inter 
ventng powers now placed all their hopes on Genera* 
Denikin, who was at that time in occupation of the Kuban 
Region and was forming a “ volunteer ” army, made up ox 
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Army from, the East and thus help Kolchak, the foi'eip* 
powers drew up a plan for capturing Petrograd with the 
aid of the Whiteguards. For this purpose the enemy formed 
an army on Esthonian territory under the command, oi 
General Yudenich, which advanced rapidly oil Petrograd, 
endangering the cradle of the Revolution. In Petrograd. 
itself and In the Baltic Fleet, at Kronstadt, the enemy had 
his agents — traitors among the officers. This enabled him 
to seize certain strongly fortified places and the forts ot 
Krasnaya Gorka and Seraya Loshad, which had seemed 
impregnable. Whiteguard forces under General BuiaK- 
Balakhovich advanced on Pskov. 

A serious situation arose. Stalin was appointed iwv 
deal with the danger. He restored discipline on this front 
with an iron hand, organized political work among the 
troops, arranged for regular supplies, inspired confidence 
in the ranks of the Red Army, mustered the necessary 
reinforcements, and ruthlessly crushed the enemy and the- 
traitors. Although “ prominent experts ” asserted that 
forts like Krasnaya Gorka and Seraya Loshad could not 
be captured from the sea, this feat was accomplished on 
Stalin’s orders and he was soon able to wire Lenin : 

“ Following the capture of Fort Krasnaya Gorka, Fort 
Seraya Loshad has been captured. Their guns are in 
perfect order .... The naval experts assert that the cap- 
ture of Krasnaya Gorka from the sea runs counter to all 
naval science. I can only deplore this so-called science. 
The swift capture of Gorka was due to the grossest inter- 
ference in the operations by me and by civilians generally^ 
even to the point of countermanding orders on land ana- 
sea and imposing my own. I consider it my duty to declare 
that I shall continue to act in this way in future, despite 
all my reverence for science.” (Quoted by Voroshilov irx 
“Stalin and the Red Army”) , „ 

And six days later, Stalin was able to report to Lenin 
that a profound change for the better had taken place afc 
the front and that the enemy was in retreat. The adver- 
sary was driven into Esthonia. This made it possible to 
rout Kolchak, too, who fled with the remnants of his army 
to Irkutsk. On the way he was arrested and shot by the 
Soviet authorities in Irkutsk. The plan for the defeat ox 
Kolchak had been drawn up by Stalin in face of the oppo- 
sition of Trotsky, who had not wanted the complete del ear 
of Kolchak and had demanded that the pursuit of lbs 
army be halted. But even this did not put an end. to- 
foreign Intervention and counter-revolution. The inter 
venlng powers now placed all their hopes on Geneva* 
Denikin, who was at that time in occupation of the Kuoari 
Region and was forming a “ volunteer ” army, made up ox 
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of overthrowing the Soviet government. And when, in 
April, 1920, Wrangel developed operations in the South, 
the Polish government, instigated by the imperialists, 
launched an offensive in its turn on the land of the Soviets. 

In April, 1920, the Poles invaded the Ukraine and captured 
Kiev. 

Stalin was appointed a member of the Revolutionary 
Military Council of the South-Western Front. The victory 
of the Soviet forces on this front, too, was in a large 
measure due to his efforts, and a big part in the rout of 
the Polish "White” forces was again played by the First 
Mounted Army. However, Trotsky and his followers 
thwarted the success of the Red Army. Owing to the fault 
of Trotsky and Tukhachevsky, part of the Red Army 
advanced too far ahead, lost contact with the main reserves 
and found itself without ammunition. This enabled Poland, 
with the help of the British and French imperialists, feo 
cut off the Western Ukraine and Western Byelorussia, 
which remained under the yoke of the Polish gentry up to 
the autumn of 1939. 

Voroshilov, who fought side by side with and under 
the personal direction of Stalin, describes the latter’s bril- 
liant strategy in the Civil War in the following words : 

"What is most striking is Comrade Stalin’s ability 
rapidly to grasp the concrete situation and act accordingly. 
A merciless foe of laxity, insubordination and haphazard, 
methods, Comrade Stalin never hesitated, when the inter- 
ests of the revolution so demanded, to take upon himself 
the responsibility for extreme measures, for making a 
clean sweep of things. When the revolutionary situation 
required it, Comrade Stalin was ready to defy any regula- 
tion, any order from above.” (K. Voroshilov, “ Stalin and 
the Red Army.”) 

But at this, as at every other period, Stalin was guided 
by one supreme law— the will of the Party and the interests 
of the revolution. 

On November 27, 1919, on Lenin’s initiative, the All- 
Russian Central Executive Committee conferred on Stalin, 
the Order of the Red Banner for his services in the Civil 
War. 

During this period he added to his tremendous experi- 
ence in numerous fields of revolutionary activity one more 
experience— experience as a military commander, as a 
leader and organizer of the Red Army, as an organizer of 
the victories of the Soviet government on the fronts of 
war. 
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This was the first programme for the socialist industrial- 
ization of the country, which, as Lenin conceived it, was 
to become the second programme of the Party. This bril- 
liant plan was opposed by Trotsky and Rykov, but Stalin, 
warmly supported it. On receiving a letter from Lentiv 
with a copy of the plan of the GOELRO, Stalin at once 
replied that he considered it a masterly draft of a truly 
single and truly state economic plan, and that it was the 
only Marxist attempt in our time to place the Soviet super- 
structure of economically backward Russia on a really 
practical technical and production basis.” 

He proposed that not a minute more be lost in idle 
talk about the plan, that a practical start be made imme- 
diately and that at least one-third of our work be devoted 
to this purpose. 

In 1920 a controversy on the trade union question arose 
in the Party. It arose because Trotsky and his follower*: 
had proposed that the policy of the period of War Com* 
munlsm. be continued in every sphere of economic anc 
Party work, and that the “ screw be put on tighter. Then 
purpose was to undermine the confidence of the masses 
in the Bolshevik Party, to create a gulf between the Part* 
and the masses, and thus undermine the foundations or 
the proletarian dictatorship. Although each of tne so 
groups had its “ own plan,” their joint efforts were dire ate a 
against Lenin ancl Stalin, and against the Bolsheviks loyal 
to Communism. , , „ 

Lenin and Stalin joined in a united front in attacking 
these disorganizers and enemies of Party unity and or a. 
consistent Marxist policy. Stalin wrote a number oi 
articles at this period in “Pravda" in defence of Lenin b. 
Party line. On October 27 of that year he addressed a. 
regional Communist conference in Vladikavkaz, where he 
demonstrated that the victory of the October Socialist. 
Revolution had created the requisite conditions for tne 
successful development and final victory of Socialism. 

At the Tenth Party Congress In the spring of 1921* 
Stalin made a report on the national question, which was 
of fundamental importance. It drew the attention of tne 
Party to the need of giving economic and cultural assistance 
to the nationalities which had been oppressed under the 
tsars, and to the need of combating the deviations on tne 
national question— especially the chief danger at mat, 
• Juncture — Dominant-nation, Great-Russian chauvinism. 

In the summer of 1921 Stalin fell ill. Lenin displayed, 
the greatest solicitude and concern for his health. Oil 
learning of his illness, he at once sent the following tele- 
gram to Sergo Orjonikidze : “ Please let me know whan 
is the state of Stalin’s health and the opinion of the doc- 
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sand set the highest value on his decisive role In the Padu 
'The importance of this role both in the Party and tfo 
•stale grew from day to day, and the duties of General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Bolshevik Partv 
consumed a great deal of his time and energies. Yet simul 
taneously with this he performed extensive duties as Peopled 
•Commissar for the Affairs of the Nationalities and People's 
■Commissar of the Workers' and Peasants’ Inspectorate 
This called down upon him the attacks of his enemies' 
but Lenin vigorously repulsed them at the Eleventh Party 
'Congress. Replying to the Trotskyite Preobrazhensky who 
was subsequently exposed as an enemy of the people he 
said : * 

“ Preobrazhensky has frivolously complained that Stalin 
is in charge of two commissariats. . . . But what can we 
do to maintain the existing situation in the People’s Com- 
missariat for the Affairs of the Nationalities and to get 
to the bottom of all these Turkestan, Caucasian and other 
•questions ? After all, they are political problems I And 
they are problems that must be solved ; they are problems 
which have been occupying European states for hundreds 
of years and which have been solved in the democratic 
republics to only the smallest degree. We are solving these 
■problems, and we must have a man to whom any represen- 
tative of the nationalities may come and discuss matters 
-at length. Where are we to find such a man? I think 
that even Preobrazhensky could not name anybody else 
but Comrade Stalin. 

“ The same is true of the Workers’ and Peasants’ In- 
spectorate. The work is tremendous. But to handle the 
work of investigation properly, we must have a man of 
•authority in charge, otherwise we shall be submerged In 
petty intrigues.” 

In the summer of 1922 Lenin fell seriously ill, and 
even greater burdens fell on Stalin’s shoulders. He paid 
•constant visits to Lenin, kept him Informed of the state 
of affairs and took council with him when the doctors per- 
mitted it. As soon as Lenin’s health had improved a little, 
he requested Stalin to come and visit him. 

In his recollections of this meeting, Stalin relates how 
uvidly Lenin interested himself in political questions. “‘I 
am not allowed to read the newspapers,’ Comrade Lenin 
remarked ironically, ‘ and I must not talk politics. I care- 
fully walk around every scrap of paper lying on the table, 
lest it turn out to be a newspaper and lead to a breach of 
discipline.’ ” ■ 

“ I laughed heartily,” Stalin goes on to say, " and 
lauded Comrade Lenin for his good discipline.” ("Stalin 
on Lenin.”) 
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In December, 1922, the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub- 
lics (U.S.S.R.) was formed. A big part in the formation 
of the Union was directly played by Stalin. It was he 
who drew up tbe Treaty of Union, and it was on his report 
that it was adopted by the First Congress of Soviets of the 
U S.S.R. on December 30, 1922. He it was, too, who drafted 
the Constitution of the U.S.S.R. adopted by the Second 
Congress of Soviets of the U.S.S.R. The formation of the 
U S.S.R. and the adoption of the Constitution was an out- 
standing victory for the Leninist-Stalinist national policy 
of the Party. At the Twelfth Party Congress, Stalin, as 
General Secretary of the Central Committee, made the 
report on organizational questions. He also made the 
report on “National Factors in Party and State Affairs." 
Here as at tire Tenth Congress, he demonstrated the ex- 
treme danger of the deviation towards Great-Russian^ 
dominant-nation chauvinism in the national question, and. 
at the same time sharply attacked local chauvinism and 
the bourgeois nationalists of all shades. 

A little later, at a conference summoned by Lenin of 
the Central Committee of the Russian Communist Party 
with responsible workers from the national republics and. 
regions, Stalin exposed a group of Tatar and Bashkir bour- 
geois-nationalists headed by Sultan-Galiev. This confer*- 
ence, like the decisions of the Twelfth Party Congress on 
the national Question, was of immense value in the struggle 
against the nationalists and in the consolidation of the 

natl lSoctobex% li 1922, Lenin's health had so much improved 
that he was allowed by his doctors to return to work. With 
the assistance and support of Stalin, he resumed extensive 
activities ; he attended the meetings of the Council of 
People’s Commissars and a plenary meeting of the Central 
{JSttpp of the C.P.S U.(B.) in October, spoke at the Fourth 
roSess of the All-Russian Central Executive Committee 
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i other opponents of the state monopoly, accusing them of 
advocating a kulak policy This plenary meeting of the 
, Central Committee, at which Stalin presided, gave a vigor- 
ous rebuff to the opponents of the state monopoly of foreign 
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The year 1923 was a year of trial for Lenin, the Bolshe- 
vik Party and the entire Soviet country. The task of guid- 
ing the affairs of the Party and the Government fell on 
Stalin's shoulders. The Trotskyites took advantage of 
Lenin’s illness to attack the Bolshevik Party, and directed 
their main shafts at Stalin as the General Secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Party. They forced a con- 
troversy on the Party, from which, however, it emerged 
more united than ever, for the Trotskyites and other enemies 
of Bolshevism were exposed in the eyes of the Party and 
the masses as people whose aim was to create a second 
party Stalin guided the Party with a firm hand along the 
path laid down by Lenin, in which he was assisted by the 
great prestige he enjoyed in the Party and the profound 
confidence of the working people, who know that through 
all his career he had been a faithful, staunch, and in- 
domitable fighter for Communism. 

On December 2, 1923, Stalin addressed a plenary meet- 
ing of the Krasnaya Presnya District Committee of the 
Party and recounted the measures taken by the Central 
Committee to consolidate the Party and to combat the 
disorganizes, the Trotskyites and other enemies of Bol- 
shevism. 

On December 15, 1923, a proclamation of me Central 
Committee to all the Party organizations, signed by Stalin, 
■was published in “ Pravda ” calling for a unanimous struggle 
against the opportunists. A Party Conference which met 
in January, 1921, after hearing his report, adopted a reso- 
lution condemning the Trotskyites as petty-bourgeois devl- 
ators. Bury Trotskyism as an ideological trend 1 — was the 
call Stalin issued tq the Party at this Conference. 

On January 21, 1924, Lenin died. This was a cruel 
loss to the working-class movement of the whole world, 
to the Soviet Union and to the Bolshevik Party. But the 
.Party knew that the banner of' Lenin was in the trusty 
hands of a Bolshevik who ever since the nineties of the 
last century had together with Lenin led the Party through 
all the vicissitudes of the struggle to the victory of Socialism. 

On January 20, 1924, at a Lenin memorial meeting of 
the Second Congress of Soviets of the U.S.S.E., Stalin made 

solemn vow to hold high and guard the purity of the 
•great title of member of the Party; to guard the unity 
of our Party as the apple of our eye ; to guard and streng- 
then the dictatorship of the proletariat ; to strengthen 
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all our might the alliance of the workers and peasants ; 
X consolidate and extend the Union of Republics; to 
Srensthen our Bed Army and our Red Navy ; and to re- 
main true to the principles of the Communist International. 

Stalin made this vow in the name of the Party ; and 
<-hP Partv trained by Lenin and Stalin in a spirit of loyalty 
S Socialism and to the Communist International, has ful- 
fliiprf this vow. It was at this moment, when Lenin was 
5S?d that the Party felt the full benefit of Stalin's firm 
«nrl correct leadership. In vain the enemies of Socialism 
Sed to take advantage o 1 Lenin’s death to divert the 
’Bolshevik Party from its tried and tested path, to dism- 
fnoSte its ranks and to create in its place their own Trot- 
ffie cap Sationist, Menshevik party-a party for the 
‘restoration of capitalism.. Under Stalin’s leadership, these 

ener This^ntaif^ ( an^wering r a U iiumber of theoretical ques- 
-tions advancing the theory of Marxism-Leninism mb 
IJS? was brilliantly performed after Lenin’s death by Stalin. 

A number of articles by him in “ Pravda ’’ exposing Trot- 

• his article "The October Revolution and the 
ractics’of the Russian Communists” (Included in ‘ Lenrn- 
English Edition), attacking the Mensheylsm of 
t -ntskv’s « Lessons of October ” ; his speeches at the ple- 
meeting of the Central Committee and the Central 
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Mnscnw Partv organizations in May, 192o, ana at tne rour 

° v Of Particular value for the ideological training of the 
Of particular va Young Communist League 

members of the Party andtw Foun | atlons of Leninism” 

delivered by Stalin 2S35 

which serves as a handbook to^ery Co^nunW^to^he 
“Problems of Leninism he ^ves P Imperialism 

Leninism: “ Leninism is Marx Ira |0f the T “ a b f m0 ? e exact, 
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Leninism, with its method, the theory of Marxlsm-Lenh 
ism and its significance, and with the basic questions nf 
this theory: the dictatorship of the proletariat the peasant 
problem, the national and colonial problem, strateev an! 
tactics, the Party, and Leninist style of work. ^ 

The book has been translated into scores of laneuaep? 
of the peoples of the U.S.S.R. and of other countries it 
serves to educate and train millions of stalwart members 
of the Communist Party; it instructs them in Marxist 
Leninist dialectics, helps them to understand complex pro 
b i e “ s . home and foreign policy, to grasp the meaning 
of intricate social phenomena and to study the laws nr 
development of society. 

Stalin’s leadership enabled the Party to solve the diffi- 
cult problems that arose in the restoration period. Diffi- 
cult as were the first steps of the socialist advance towards 
a new economic policy, they resulted in successes which 
improved the position of the workers and peasants But 
constructive work could not be carried out unless the tasks 
were seen in their true perspective. The path towards a 
Socialist, classless society had to be mapped. The enemies 
of Bolshevism, who were actually hostile to Socialism, tried 
to prove that a Socialist, classless society could not be built 
in the Soviet Union unless Socialism. was victorious in other 
countries. They disputed Lenin’s doctrine concerning the 
victory of Socialism in one country. 

..Jk® ° 1 ct i ober Socialist Revolution had resulted In the 
political victory of the working class. It now had to be 
shown that Socialism would oust, eliminate, destroy the 

ecc ^°, mically as welii T* 16 Question was 
whether Socialism could be built in our country. One of the 
greatest services Stalin rendered, not only to the working 
55*555. b yt also to the working-class move-, 
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Executive Committee of the Communist International, and 
his assistance was as important to the fraternal Commun- 
ist Parties as the theoretical and practical guiding instruc- 
tions of Lenin had been. 

The Party's policy of ousting and completely eliminat- 
ing the capitalist elements and of building a Socialist class- 
less society was opposed by the Trotskyites; and at the end 
of 1924 it was found that they had been joined by the “ New 
Opposition,” consisting of the capitulationists Zinoviev 
and Kamenev, and their small band of followers. 

This new, Trotskyite-Zinovievite joint opposition was 
already fully marked at the Fourteenth Party Congress. It 
is to the credit of Stalin that, from the very inception of 
the New Opposition, he exposed its anti-Bolshevik charac- 
ter and thus made it possible, to demolish it. Speaking sub- 
sequently of the significance of the Fourteenth Party Con- 
gress in his “ Problems of Leninism, ” he said : " The his- 
torical significance of the Fourteenth Congress of the Com- 
munist Party of the Soviet Union lies in' the fact that it 
was able' to expose the very root of. the mistakes of the 
‘ New Opposition, ’ that it spurned their scepticism and 
snivelling, that it clearly and distinctly^ indicated the path 
of the further struggle for Socialism, opened before the 
Party the prospect of victory, and thus armed the. prole- 
tariat with an invincible faith in the victory of socialist 
construction. ” 

Thus, in this most difficult period of the struggle, Stalin 
led the Party to victory over the forces of the enemy, per- 
formed tremendous work in the realm /of theory, and gave 
the Party a splendid guide to action in the “Problems of 
Leninism. ” He analysed a number of cardinal theoreti- 
cal questions connected with the struggle of the Party for 
the final victory of Socialism. Already at that period, Stalin 
outlined the first practical steps towards the socialist in- 
dustrialization of the country and the collectivization of 
agriculture, He was responsible for the major documents 
and measures of the period directed against the nationalists 
and towards the creation of the great commonwealth of 
nations, the U.S.S.E. The first Constitution of the U.S.S.E., 
for example, is one of the outstanding documents of the 
age, whose importance at the' time was no less than the 
new Stalin Constitution of the Soviet Union adopted later 
at the Eighth Extraordinary Congress of Soviets of the 
U.S.S.R. ’ •' 



CHAPTER X 


STRUGGLE for socialist industrialization 

(1920-1929) 

and Engels had bequeathed us only a rough out* 
line Tthfchanges capitalist society would undergo after 
IS? proletariat had conquered power. In the ‘Communst 
ffiSSw Sav enumerated the measures the Socialist 
Ma ?iffv at would cai^out in the event o£ its victory. Tills 
woeSmVof the Communists had not been put into effect 
programme uiu working class of Russia conquered 

TOWCTto 1917 The shortlived Paris Commune provided no 
power m working class of France to carry out 

this°prograinme, t although the Commune did begin to adopt 
l numblr if measures designed to effect a radical change 

° f t The°very early Real’s of the Soviet regime made it pos- 
1W . T ?® p-fve effect to a number of fundamental measures 
Sw.n rift the ground from under the feet of the exploit- 
classes ^uch as the nationalization of the land and its 
SLsfer to the peasants for their use, the nationalist on 
S the mills and factories, means of transportation and the 

mines and the nationalization of the banks. 

mines, ana tne na Soviet government, 

civil War, the 'plan for the laying of the 
foundations of a socialist economic system had to .be post- 
rr o i i general features of this plan had been 
Sined-on the one hand, in the programme of the Bol- 
Svik Party adopted at the Eighth Party Congress and, 
on the other in the articles Lenin had dictated during his 
sever^ illness n January and March, 1923, just before his 
death S articles were : “Pages Prom a ^Ertary j " On 
ro-oneration 11 ; “ Our Revolution ” ; How we snoiua 
Reorgaidze the Workers' and Peasants* Inspectorate , 
(Elected Works , Vol. IX) and “ Better Fewer, But Better. 

Together they bear the character of a progranmi 
in which Lenin developed his co-operative plan, outlined 
a brUUant plan of struggle for the 

tion of the national economy, for the industrialization or 
the country and for the collectivization of agriculture. 
Lenin pointed out that, with the dictatorship of the 



proletariat, wlien all the large-scale means of production 
were in the hands of the Soviet state, and when the pea- 
santry was being guiclecl by the proletariat, co-operation 
alone contained all the requisites for the building of 
a complete Socialist society. 

What did the Soviet lack ? It lacked civilization, Lenin 
said, the necessary level of culture. “We must strive to 
build up a state,” he wrote, “ in which the workers retain 
their leadership of the peasants, retain the confidence of 
the peasants, and, exercising the greatest thrift, remove 
every trace of superfluity from our social relations.” There 
was nowhere we could turn for assistance, he said ; we 
would have to find the means for the industrialization of 
the country, for electrification, within the country itself, 
partly by means of the strictest economy and retrench- 
ment. “ We must see to it that . . . every farthing we 
save goes to develop our large-scale machine industry, to 
develop electrification, hydro-peat, to complete the con- 
struction of the Volkhov Hydro-Electric Station, etc. In 
this and in this alone lies our hope, Only when we have 
done that, shall we, speaking figuratively, be able 
to swap horses — to swap the impoverished peasant, 
muzhik horse, the horse of an economy intended 
for a ruined, peasant country, for the horse which 
the proletariat is seeking and cannot but seek— 
—the horse of large-scale machine industry, electrification, 
Volkhovstroy, etc.” (Lenin : Selected Works, Vol. IX, 
pp. 400-401.) 

Lenin was profoundly convinced that the Party would 
take this course, which was the only right one, and that 
it would succeed in transforming NEP Russia into Socialist 
Russia. 

Let us recall in what difficult conditions the Party 
had to set about carrying out these recommendations of 
Lenin and begin the socialist industrialization of the 
country. Under Stalin's leadership, the Party had only 
just overcome the difficulties of the restoration period. 
These difficulties were mainly in home affairs : the poverty 
and devastation caused by the imperialist war, and the 
attacks of the Trotskyites and other enemies of Bolshevism. 
But no less considerable were the difficulties in f 
affairs. The onslaughts of the surrounding capitalist 
and the machinations of the imperialists, who tr 
take advantage of the difficulties of the Soviet pm 
overthrow it, had to be repulsed. 

Thus, In May 1927, the British Diehards brought 
a rupture of diplomatic and trade relations between 
Britain and the U.S.S.R. In June, 1927, Russian 
guards in Warsaw assassinated Comrade Voykov, the 



Ambassador to Poland, also with the aim of provoking the 
U.S.S.R. into some incautious step which would serve as a 
pretext for war and intervention by the imperialist powers. 
The provocations counted on the support of tile Trot sky vies, 
with whose ringleaders-— Trotsky, Rakovsky, Zinoviev, 
Kamenev and others— they were in secret conspiracy. 

Another difficulty was to find the funds for the indus- 
trialization of the country, for the building of huge indus- 
trial plants, for the creation of a powerful machine- 
building industry and defence industry, and the erection 
of plants for the .production of tractors and other com- 
plex agricultural machinery, without which it would bc- 
impossible to defend the Land of Soviets from the capitalist 
encirclement. The collectivization of agriculture had to be 
undertaken on a large scale, for without this the elimina- 
tion of the kulaks was impossible. 

At the end of 1925 the treacherous' Kamenev-Z novim 
band again became active. We have seen the struggle 
these traitors waged against the Party at the time of the 
Fourteenth Congress. In order to combat them, some or 
the best Bolsheviks were sent to Leningrad, headed nj 
Sergei Kirov, whom Stalin loved deeply as a loyal Bolshe- 
vik, an outstanding organizer and a fiery tribune of the 

1CV °In t ’ February, 1926, at the Sixth Enlarged Plenum of 
the Executive Committee of the Communist International, 
Stalin spoke in criticism of the Right and . 
oppositions. Of great importance were his numerous 
utterances at this period against the Trotsky ite and other 
enemies of the Party, including his spee. c * 

Plenum of the Central Committee and Cential Conti oj 
' Commission on July 15, 1926, his theses on the opposition 
bloc for the Fifteenth Conference of the C.P.S.U. (B.) , anc 
his report and reply to the debate at this Confeience ir 
November, 1926, on the subject of “The Social-Demociatk 
Deviation in Our Party.” In these and other uUeiances 
Stalin gave a detailed criticism of the inteimational opposi- 
tion to the Comintern, to Bolshevism. He exposed , tni 
treacherous nature of Trotskyism and with profound • instep 
foretold the inevitable degeneration of the opposition 
an outright counter-revolutionary force. Although, at tna 
time the Party was not yet in possession of docmnontaL 
proof of the direct associations of the Trotsky Ites witl 
the intelligence services of various foreign states, S^aa 
gave a masterly analysis from the Marxist standpoint c 
the theories and practices of the various antl-Bolshevi 
groups and demonstrated the counter-ve volution ary natiu 

Stalin’s utterances on the Chinese question wore < 
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in the economic life of the country. Stalin devoted all 
his attention, energy, indomitable will and pertinacity to 
the accomplishment of this main task. It is difficult e?en 
to picture the tremendous work he performed in connec- 
tion with the building of every new enterprise. He atten- 
tively watched the work of every factory. Like a careful 
gardener, he cherished every shoot of the new socialist 
order ; he promoted new people, studied every new mani- 
testation in the life of the workers, in industry, in agri- 
culture and in cultural life. Ke unfailingly lit the path 
to victory with the searchlight of Marxist-Leninist theory ; 
he sought and found means of shortening this path; hi 
relentlessly combated every attempt to divert the Parts 
from its adopted course, and was ruthless towards all who 
would interfere with the advance to Communism. 

And yet, in the midst of this vast and constant work 
of state, Stalin found time for writing and for the reception 
of numerous delegations. Thus, In April, 1927, were pub- 
lished his theses, “Problems of the Chinese Revolution"; 
on July 28, 1927, his article, “Notes on Present-Day 
Themes ’’ ; in September, 1927, the interview he gave to 
the first American labour delegation, and In November 
1927, the interview he gave to foreign labour delegations, 
and his article, “The International Character of the Octo- 
ber Revolution.” (Included in Leninism, English Edition.) 

It must be remembered that what appears in the press 
is only a small part of what Stalin has to write in his 
daily work, during which he gives countless instructions 
to Party bodies and to people in charge of the various 
branches of our economic and cultural life, and reply to 
innumerable letters on the most varied topics. 

In his work, Stalin summarized the extensive experi- 
ence of socialist development in the U.S.S.R. and of the 
world revolutionary movement, constantly enriching the 
Marxist-Leninist theory with new contributions. The 
doctrine of proletarian internationalism is a keynote in 
all these works. He teaches and shows us how to consoli- 
date the strength of the Soviet Union— the mainstay of 
the world proletariat, the fatherland of the working people 
of the whole world, and the home of Communism. 

Stalin paid particular attention to the problems con- 
nected with helping the rural population In the socialist 
reconstruction of agriculture. The work performed by the 
Party in this period under his guidance on the lines of 
industrializing the country ensured a mass movement 
towards collective fanning in the countryside in the suc- 
ceeding period. 

An examination of Party decisions, the decisions of 
plenary meetings of the Central Committee and the Cen- 
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, , mmmission, of the Fifteenth Party Conference 

tral Contaol _Co ^ Party Congress, shows that a tremen- 
and strength and energies of the Party at 

Sort was consumed on the struggle against the 
this period t>^i qHevism, against the so-called “Joint Oppo- 

enemies of-'Boish vi g lower and lower towards 

S ^l*volutiofn treason and treachery to the Party 

counter-re volutoi stalirij aga inst whom were directed 

all traitors to the Party, who hatched vile 
ptots for the murder of Stalin and other true sons of the 

B0lS ™? ! attacks of the Trotskyites became particularly fierce 
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in the autumn ■ , openly began to advocate the 

revolutionary would-be restorers of capitalism and 
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abandoning the slogan of industrializing our country, trans- 
forming our country into an appendage of the capitalist 
economic system,” (Leninism.) 

On October 19, 1928, Stalin spoke at a plenary meeting 
of the Moscow Committee and the Moscow Control Com- 
mission of the Party on the Right danger in the C.P.S.U. 
IB.). He warned that the Rights were making for m 
alliance with the kulak elements and called for a deter- 
mined struggle against the Right danger : 

“ In order,” he said, “ to overcome the difficulties we 
must first defeat the Right danger, we must first overcome 
the, Right deviation which is hindering the fight against 
the difficulties and is trying to shake 'the Party’s will to 
fight to overcome the difficulties.” (Ibid.) 

And again, as at the time when the struggle of the 
Trotskyites against the Party had become acute, the action 
of the Right would-be restorers of capitalism Inspired all 
the enemies of the Soviet Government and the Bolshevik 
Party, During this period the trial of the notorious group 
of wreckers in the Shakhty district took place. Under the 
direction of international financiers and Russian capitalists 
■who had fled the country, a group of experts of former 
days, who had remained working in the U.S.S.R., were 
formed into an organization for sabotage and counter- 
revolution. 

Reporting on the work of the Plenum of the Centra 
■Committee and the Central Control Commission at a meet 
ing of the Moscow Party organization, Stalin pointed out 
that the Shakhty trial signified a new and serious attack, 
on the Soviet regime by international capital and its agents 
within our country ; that it signified economic intervention 
in our internal affairs. , , 

Many of the technical experts of the old order, who 
had not fled the country, were bitterly hostile to the regime, 
as was clearly shown by the Shakhty trial. Stalin saw at 
once the necessity for creating new working-class techni- 
cians and brain workers of all kinds, whose loyalty to the 
revolution could be relied on implicity. In this way ne 
taught the Party to draw practical lessons from difficulties 
as they arose, and to overcome them. 

In his speech at the Plenum of the Central Committee 
of the Party in April, 1929, on the Right deviation in the 
C.P.S,U.(B.), Stalin spoke of the great importance of the 
Party’s slogan of self-criticism. 

“ We . cannot," he said, “improve our business, trade 
union and Party organizations, we cannot advance the 
cause of building Socialism and of curbing the wrecking 
activities 1 of the bourgeoisie, unless we develop criticism and 
self-criticism to the utmost, unless we place the work or 





our sSSSSSSS | 

SwSSSSiSS 

&&m* 5» %«? "a °^"S 

"SvTncfofthewoS class ot our country towards the 
bUU We S can no^seTclearly tliat wasjhanks^to^the fact 

ISM outf by °lS±MS 

SHS£- 

V, ° l1 " History had 1 ’?’ el '^J 0 ™tji | "si^sni a jor 0 Tew 1 develop- 

lent^such^lapjur^heroSSon the^mrt of^the 

lass millions. ( Histoiy _ industrialization of the 

°^^SSSfeeS2» 

icasants^towards coUectlvteaMon ^ vl f" a “ow to fight tor 

w.^5s?^sia: “-gifi-srsrasssa •"ijssa’® 

ills fight was toacUy oiganized 01 piese d slberls ,._ 

SflW? Anniversary otihe 

Sovi?" regime, °Stalln puMlshed^*“ * r ^ d wa^elipressed^t 
of QiUt Changej” The against the capitalist 

“ n determined offensive of Socialism as change 

elements in town and country " .^Xtivity of labour, 
was proceeding in the sphere g oc j a ijsm over capitalism 
without which the final victmy f b • pl . ocee ding in the 

would be inconceivable. It was \ vhic n connection 

sphere of indu trtjW of building heavy mdu>- 

:Stalin declared that tne 1 1{13 



try cannot be regarded as fully solved until we have solved . 
the problem of cadres.” (Ibid.) 

1 No less important was the change In agriculture. Ther 
middle peasant was flocking into the collective farms. 
“That,” said Stalin, “is the basis of that radical change 
in the development of agriculture which represents the 
most important achievement of the Soviet government 
during the past year.” (Ibid.) 

Summing up these gratifying results, Stalm drew a con- 
clusion which inspired the Party and the working people 
generally to new feats of heroism and filled them with con- 
fidence in final victory. .. 

“We are advancing full steam ahead along the pain 
of industrialization— to Socialism, leaving behind the age- 
long ‘Russian’ backwardness. We are becoming a country 
of metal, a country of automobiles, a country of tractors. 
And when we have put the U.S.S.R. on an automobile, and- 
the muzhik on a tractor, let the esteemed capitalists, who 
boast so loudly of their ‘civilization/ try to overtake us I 
We shall see which countries may then be classified as-* 
backward and which as advanced.” (Ibid.) 



CHAPTER XI 


THE COLLECTIVIZATION OF AGRICULTURE 
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gers and inventors as to what improvements in machines 
were required, what new machines , to build and hop;. 
Thanks to this, all kinds of labour-saving machinery are 
now widely employed in the agriculture of the Soviet state, 
such as tractors, harvester combines, potato planters, cul- 
tivators, flax, sugar beet and cotton harvesting machines, 
etc. , 

What made the collectivization of agriculture possible 
was the fact that Stalin always acted through the advanced 
people of our country and through the masses. He taught 
us that victory never comes of its own accord, that it has 
to be fought for, and secured by proper and persistent 
organization of labour, by proper leadership. 

1 It cannot be said that collectivization proceeded 
smoothly, without let or hindrance. It is enough to men- 
tion that the collectivization of our agriculture, and the 
fulfilment of the first five-year plan in agriculture, gene- 
rally, took place at a time when capitalism was passing 
through a world crisis, when the capitalists dreamt— and 
here and there attempted — to improve their affairs at the 
expense of the Soviet Union, and when the danger of war 
became more acute than ever. In 1931 the Japanese im- 
perialists seized Manchuria and set up the semblance of a 
new government — Manchukuo — but ip . reality created a 
base for an eventual attack on the Soviet Union. 

At home, those contemptible enemies, the Trotsky ites 
and Right would-be restorers of capitalism, conspired with 
the imperialists and /their espionage services, engineered 
acts of diversion, engaged in espionage and gathered infor- 
mation for the benefit of foreign powers, plotted the as- 
sassination of some of the Party’s best members, succeed- 
ed in assassinating Sergei Kirov, arid conspired against the 
lives of the leaders of the Party and the Government. Bui 
the full force of their hatred was directed against Stalin, 
the personification of the iron will, the conscience, the brain 
and the inexhaustible energy of the people. 

It was in these circumstances that Stalin, guiding the 
whole work of the Central Committee of the Bolshevik 
Party and the work of all the organs of the Soviet Gov- 
ernment, put into effect the policy of eliminating the kulaks 
as a class on the basis of solid collectivization. This was a 
measure of cardinal importance, and it ensured the final 
victory of the collective farm system. Step by step, Stalin 
prepared the way for this profound revolution in agricul- 
ture. 

On December 27, 1929, addressing a conference of Marx- 
ist agrarian students, Stalin showed how deep were tlie 
changes that had taken place in Russia since the estab- 
lishment of the proletarian dictatorship. There were only 
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two alternatives, he saicl: "Either back — to capitalism,, or 
forward — to Socialism. There is no third way, nor can 
there be.” He exposed the serious harm of the oppor- 
tunist theories preached by the Bukharinites— the theory 
of “equilibrium” between agriculture and industry, the 
theory of “ spontaneity ” in socialist development, and the 

like. , 

It was necessary for the Party at various times to pay 
increased attention to one or another branch of industry 
and secure its improvement both as regards quantity and 
duality. The Bolshevik Party did not expect the collectivi- 
zation of agriculture to happen of its own accord. “The 
Socialist towns, ” Stalin taught us, “ must lead the country- 
side, in which small peasant farming predominates, set up 
collective farms and state farms in the rural district and 
reorganize the rural districts on a new,- socialist basis. 

(Leninism.) ■ 

He exposed the petty- bourgeois theory of the stabi- 
lity ” of small peasant farming. He pointed out that as a 
result of the development of collective fanning, a profound 
change had taken place In the economic life of the country,, 
a re-grouping of class forces. The kulak no longer held 
the economic position in grain and livestock production 
which he had enjoyed before. We have, Stalin said, the 
material base which enables us to substitute for kulak out- 
put the output of the collective farms and state farms 
.... That is why we have recently passed from the policy 
of restricting the exploiting proclivities of the kulaks to 
the policy of eliminating the kulaks as a class, (ibid.) 

It should he stated that when the Central Committee 
issued the sldgan for a more vigorous offensive against 
the kulaks and the transition to solid coHectivization 111 a • 
number of districts, there were not a few Left distoit- 
ers of the Party line who decided that explanatory work was 
superfluous and began to introduce collectivization m dis- 
tricts where the conditions for it were absolutely uni ipe. 
They began to dispossess, “dekulakize, people wholesale, 
people who often were not kulaks at all. This was very 
dangerous, all the more since the direct enemies of the So- 
viet system and the Bolshevik Party took advantage of 
this and hoped by means of such distortions of policy 
rouse the resentment of the peasants against the ^yiet 
government and to make them revolt against collectlvi 

Zatl0 Stalin attacked these dangerous distortions £ his 
tide “ Dizzv With Success” (included m Leninism, Mig 
Ish edition). The effect of this article was tremendous 
It helped to correct the mistakes 

ensured a genuine turn towards Socialism m the country 

top- 



•side In this article, he declared that the chief form o! 
collective farming in the first stage of its development 
should be the agricultural artel, • not the agricultural com- 
mune * the conditions for which were not yet ripe. 

In this article Stalin gave a splendid lesson in leader- 
shit) '“The art of leadership," he wrote, "is a serious ' 
matter. One must not lag behind the movement, because 
to do so is to become isolated from the masses. But one 
must not rush ahead, for to rush ahead is to lose contact 
with the masses. Ke who wants to lead a movement and 
at the same time keep in touch with the vast masses must 
wage a fight on two fronts— against those who lag behind 
and against those who rush on ahead, 

“Our Party is strong and invincible because, while 
leading the movement, it knows how to maintain and mui- 
tiply its contacts with the vast masses of the workers and 

On March 15, 1930, following this article, the Central 
Committee of the Party, on Stalin’s recommendation, pub- 
lished its resolution " On Combating Distortions of the 
p ar tv Line in the Collective Farm Movement. " Tills re- 
solution, like Stalin’s article, “Dizzy With Success," was 
of the utmost value in correcting the mistakes and tils- 
tortions of policy in the countryside. 

When, after this, Stalin began to receive letters from 
peasants and collective farmers from all parts of the coun- 
try raising a number of questions relating to conectiviza- 
tSn'he replied in an article entitled "A Reply to Collec- 
tive Farm Comrades" (included in Leninism), published 
on April 3, 1930. In this article he indicated the principal 
mistakes committed by many Party and Soviet function- 
aries in regard to the collective farm movement. The root 
’ of these mistakes was the failure to understand the im- 
portance of the middle peasant, a wrong attitude towards 
him. and a forgetfulness of Lenhi’s maxim that the peas- 
ants must not be forced to join the collective farms, Thi 
collective farms had to be based on the voluntary princi- 
ple; the different conditions prevailing in the various dis- 
tricts of the Soviet Union had to bo taken into account; 
•the artel form of collective farming must not be skipped 
nor the commune introduced at once. Tire commune must 
be. the culmination of collectivization; it would be possible 
only when there is an abundance of products to satisfy an 
the needs of the members of the commune. 

The Party’s well-thought-out measures complied witn 

* COMMUNE AND ARTEL. In tlic arid tho principal means of producl!»n lie 
socialized, but household land ((null vegetable gardens, small orchards), 
certain part of tho dairy cattle, email liveitock. poultry, etc., are not •ociiJIko. 
the commune, not only all production hut all distribution is also socialized. 
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; Stalin’s advice and instructions and ensured the success of 
solid collectivization, and created the conditions for the 
elimination of the kulaks as a class. 

In the ” History of the C.P.S.U.(B.), ” Stalin defines 
this swing towards collectivization as “ a profound revolu- 
tion, a leap from an old qualitative state of society to a new 
qualitative state, equivalent in its consequences to the re- 
volution of October, 1917. 

“ The distinguishing feature of this revolution is that 
it was accomplished from above, on the initiative of the 
state, and directly supported from below, by the millions 
of peasants, who were fighting to throw off kulak bondage 
and to live in freedom in the collective farms. ” ( “History 
of the G.P.S.U.CB.].”) 

In February, 1930, in fulfilment of the wish expressed 
at meetings of workers, peasants, Red Army men and a 
number of organizations, the Central Executive Committee 
of the U.S.S.R. awarded Stalin a second Order of the Red 
Banner for his outstanding services in the sphere of social- 
ist construction. 

On June 26, 1930, the Sixteenth Party Congress met, 
which Stalin has called the congress “of the sweeping 
offensive of Socialism along the whole front, of the elimi- 
nation of the kulaks as a class, and of the realization of 
solid collectivization.” 

At this Congress Stalin made a lengthy report m which 
he reviewed the vast work performed in the socialist re- 
construction of the whole country. This Congress revealed 
an unprecedented unanimity in the Party; the Trotskyites 
and Rights had been utterly defeated. 

The Congress adopted a decision to support the slogan 
to complete the First Five-Year Plan in four years, a slogan 
which had originated among the masses themselves. The 
completion of the First Five-Year Plan in four years, and 
the subsequent adoption and fulfilment of the Second-Five 
Year Plan, were a result of Stalin’s wise leadership. 

Stalin attentively follows all phases of the activities of 
the Party, Soviet, trade union, co-operative and other orga- 
nizations. He carefully studies all processes of economic, 
administrative, military and cultural activity, and is al- 
ways prompt to pick out the main questions on 'Which the 
attention of the Party and of the working people should 
he centred. He has the faculty of detecting the important 
link in the chain at any particular moment, the link that 
furnishes the key to the whole problem. 

For example, at the First All ~Uni on Confer en e e of 
Managers of Socialist Industry held on February 4, 1931 
he delivered an address on “The . TaE f s 5J55SJ 

Managers,” in which he drew attention to the necessity 
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nt mastering technique. He said: “We are fifty or a hund- 
red years behind the advanced countries. We must make 
good this distance in ten years. Either we do it, of they 
crush us.” (Leninism.) 

But it was in the sphere of technique that we were lag- 
ging most of all. It is worthy of note that Stalin associat- 
ed the necessity of making good this lag with our interna- 
tinnai duties and our international tasks. He said that wo 
toties of the highest order. What wo., 
fhev? “The working class of the U.S.S.R., he said, » 
mrt of the world working class. We achieved victory not 
nnw as a result of the efforts of the working class of the 
ty qq is hut also thanks to the support of the working class 

' '^fV^id^^But 0 this \mposes a ve^°sedo\is° 6 bUgaUonTli poll 

X' does the iXnationtfi proletariat support us 

How did we merit this support? capital- 

fhp first to hurl ourselves into the. battle again sc capiat 
{f ® were the first to establish a working-class state 

- , * 0 , V r S£S' 

ass S 

the working class of the whole world, looking at us, ig 
Sy: ?TWs e is my vanguard this is 

is my working-class state, this is my DV { 

promoting their cause, which is our cause, rod t i y 01 
doing this well ; let us support them against the uipllnh 
and spread the cause of the world' revolution. 

niqU^^ut^ai’^°perfectt^*i^^ e .'comparecl 

SSSS S&STt the 

stdlin replied: • “-There are no fortresses which BolslaoviKS 
cannot capture. We have solved a number ofmgt dim- 
cult problems. We have overthrown capitalism Wo nave 
assumed power. We have built up a huge socialist 
try. We have turned the middle peasants to • the Patino 
Socialism. We have already accomplished^ what Is most 
important from the point of view of to 

remains to be done is not so much: to study Joohnique, to 
master science. And when we have done this wo will cio rc 
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lop a tempo ot which we dare not even die™ at present. 

managers on New 0 ®2 n L ition \ i n w hich he enu- 
Included in Leninism, English * the proper speed 

lerated six conditions necessai y ^JJ st These eondi- 
nd quality of development of oui m suy rganizec i wa y 

ions were: (1) to InKhe ^collecti^e farms, and to 

iy concluding ; «j> 

ase the laboui °f the new labour power, to do 

s-c 

to it that the working class of tl e • • ■ . change the 

dustrial and technical intelligentsia ,( . . ^e old 

attitude towards the .Siion and solicitude and 

school, to show them greater '^^.“J.openttion; (0)' 
display more boldness hi enlisting e nr e g increase 
to introduce and reinforce i business i accoum, b, 

“w 

stu r t^ing e the|concUtlons^of der^°pment^o£ industry, ^dnect- 

dSlfthat great things are how^em^hmh^^Red tape 
methods must be abandotiei . P p Not only must we 

study Srds? «£ 

Me 

our plan real is i the the new way, our deter- 
to work, oui leacuness ro w Have we that de termma- 

tof We have! y Wen theA, our production plan can and 
must be carried out." W&) said to have 

The Land of the based on the suc- 

entered the period .of Socla ™’ u ,jj ry a y nd collectivized agri- 
cesses achieved in laige ^ seal i d £ y fc ^ sixteen th Party 
culture. , It is e«ai , sa emerged from the transi- 

Congress, ^ meaning of the term, and have en- 

cLTer"perio h d oI Bocia)ism, for the socialist sector now 
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controls all the economic levers of the entire nations! 
economy. " (Ibid.) 

About this time the magazine “Proletarskaya Revo- 
lutsiya ” published for discussion, an anti-Party seral- 
Trotskyist article entitled “The Bolsheviks’ Opinion of the 
German Social-Democratic Party During its Pre-War 
Crisis. ” Such an article could only have been published 
through the decadent liberalism of a number of Party his- 
torians. Stalin wrote a letter in answer to this article on 
“Some Questions Concerning the History of Bolshevism “ 
(included In Leninism, English Edition), in which he 
struck sternly at the distorters of history, at the attempts 
to smuggle Trotskyist and semi-Trotskylst ideas into his- 
torical writing. In this letter he called upon the histo- 
rians “to raise the questions concerning the history of Bol- 
shevism to the proper level, to put the study of the history 
of our Party on scientific, Bolshevik lines, and to concen- 
trate attention against the Trotskyite and all other falsi- 
fiers of the history of our Party by systematically tearing 
off their masks. ” 

As we know, not only did Stalin issue this call to his- 
torians, but himself acted up to it by compiling the “His- 
tory of the C.P.S.U.(B.), ” which is a splendid example of 
the Bolshevik conception and the Bolshevik treatment of 
the history of the Party. This letter had an immense 
effect not only in improving the work of the historians, but 
in improving the work in all departments of Marxist 
theory. 

Since this letter was written remarks have appeared by 
Stalin, Kirov and Zhdanov on the plans for text-books, a 
letter to the writers of a text-book on the history of the 
C.P.S.U.(B.) and other documents by Stalin, as well as the 
"History of the Civil War,” which he helped to compile 
and edit— all of which are indications of the immense value 
of his theoretical work. 

Stalin is an example of a statesman who supports bold 
innovators hi science, “that science which does not fence 
itself off from the people and does not hold aloof from 
them, but which is prepared to serve the people and to 
transmit to them all the benefits of science, and which does 
not serve the people under comnulsion, but voluhtarily and 
willingly. ” 

He has given weighty support to innovators in the field 
of science like Tsiolkovsky, Pavlov, Tsitsin, Lyssenko and 
other outstanding scientists. On his advice, the Commun- 
ist Academy was merged with the Academy of Sciences In 
order to bring the latter body into closer touch with the 
problems of socialist construction. He takes a deep in- 
terest in literature and art, and it is thanks to the solid - 
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tilde shown by the Party and Soviet Government for 
scientists and artists in all the republics and regions of the 
TJ S S.R. that we have that flourishing state of culture seen 
in our country to-day, a culture national in form and so- 
•cialist in content. In all this work, Stalin proved himself 
an exemplary leader and organizer of socialist science and 
socialist culture. _ t ' , , , , t . 

At the Seventeenth Party Conference, held at the be- 
ginning of 1932, the directions for the compilation of the 
Second Five-Year National Economic Plan of the U.S.S.R. 
was drawn up under Stalin’s direction. 

The Conference recorded that “the Soviet Union, from 
a country of small and minute agriculture, has become a 
country with the largest-scale agriculture in the world, 
iDased on collectivization, the development of state farming 
and the broad application of machine technique, ” and that 
the U.S.S.R. had “ created its own base for the completion 
of the reconstruction of the entire national economy. ” The 
Conference gave instructions for the compilation of the 
Second Five-Year Plan, the principal aim of which was to 
be the complete elimination of capitalist elements and the 
completion of the reconstruction of the entire national 
economy, and the creation of an up-to-date technical basis 
for all branches of the national economy. 

The second Five-Year Plan, like the First, was drawn 
up under Stalin’s guidance and constituted a programme 
for a new and gigantic constructive advance of the U.S.S.R. 

In January, 1933, at a Joint Plenum of the Central 
Committee and the Central Control Commission of the 
C.P.S.U.(B.), Stalin delivered a report on the results of the 
First Five-Year Plan. He declared that the cardinal con- 
clusion to be drawn from the First Five-Year Plan was that 
the building of a socialist society in one country was fully 
possible, and that the economic foundation of such a society 
had already been laid in the U.S.S.R. Socialist industry by 
that time already constituted 70 per cent of the entire 
national economy. The socialist economic system had 
become the sole system in industry. In agriculture, the 
collective farm system had been definitely consolidated. 
The triumph of Socialism in all branches of the national 
economy had put an end to the exploitation of man by 
man. Stalin pointed to the tremendous international sig- 
nificance of the First Five-Year Plan, for “ the successes 
of the Five-Year Plan are mobilizing the revolutionary 
forces of the working class of all countries against capital- 
ism. ” (Ibid.) . 

On January 11, 1933, Stalin spoke at a joint Plenum of 
the Central Committee and the Central Control Commis- 
sion of the C.P.S.U.CB.) on work in the rural distrisfcs, in 
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which he pointed out that "the collective farm is a social 
1st form of economic organization, just as the Soviets aie 
a socialist form of political organization. " (Ibid.) But the 
important thing was the content that was to be put into 
this form. It was the task of the Party to make all % 
collective farms Bolshevik. 

In February, 1933, on Stalin’s initiative and under his 
guidance, the First All-Union Congress of Collective Farm 
Shock Workers was held. This Congress summed up the 
first results of the collective-farm movement, and answer- . 
ed the question— was the path taken by the collective farm 
peasants, the path of collective fanning, the right one? 

In his cogent and convincing speech, which is a model 
of propagandist skill in explaining the most intricate ques- 
tions to the masses, Stalin showed that collective farming 
was the only right path, for the only other way was the 
restoration of capitalism, a retrograde, downward move- 
ment towards the old, kulak, capitalist system. 

Another question raised by Stalin was— what had we 
achieved by the new system of collective farming and what 
did we hope to achieve in the next two or three years? 

» An achievement of ours, ” he said, "is that we have help- 
ed millions of poor peasants to join the collective farms. 
It is an achievement of ours that by joining the collective 
farms, where they have at their disposal the best land and 
the finest implements of production, millions of poor peas- 
ants have risen to the level of middle peasants. It is an 
- achievement of ours that millions of poor peasants, who 
formerly lived in penury, have now, in the collective farms, 
become middle peasants, have attained material security.” 
(Ibid.) But that was only the first step, he said. "We 
must now take another step forward, and help all the col- 
lective farmers— both the former poor peasants and the 
•former middle peasants— to rise to, the level of prosperous 
peasants." (Ibid.) 

Thus, the task Stalin set of making the collective farms 
Bolshevik, was supplemented by another task, that of mak- 
ing the collective farmers prosperous. 

Stalin’s speech at this Congress was of the utmost sig- 
nificance. In particular, it dissipated the prejudices en- 
tertained by a section of the peasant women against the 
collective farms, and it undermined and demolished the 
agitation of the kulaks. It helped to correct many mis- 
takes and shortcomings in the collective-farm movement 
and still further to consolidate the collective farm system 
in the country. 

In January, 1934, the Seventeenth Party Congress met. 
It is known in history as “The Congress of tho Victors, 
Stalin’s report at this Congress was a paean to the triumph 
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» rmnrminism. This Congress heard the speech of Sergei 
0 XT^TTdre and confidence in victory. This was his 
tart speech at a Party Congress. 

iaS Tn hi 9 sneech, Stalin drew a vivid picture of the pro- 
fmmd changes that had taken -place in the U.S.8.R., alter- 
S the S of land and converting the country from 
™ agrarian to an industrial country, from a country of 
Safi individual fanning into a country of collective, large- 
Sle mechanized farming, from a country of ignorance, 
miteracv and unenlightenment, to a literate and enlight- 
ined 1 country covered with a dense network of elementary, 
lecondwy and higher educational establishments, where 
instruction is given in the languages of the nationalities 
S the US SR By that time socialist industry embraced 
99 per cent of th e y industry of the country while socialist 
aer Fcul tine—tti e collective farms and state farms-em- 
Seed about 90 per cent of the crop area. 

The Second Five-Year Plan of socialist reconstruction 
of the national economy was already in operation. The 
ot in arching forward to great new socialist ad- 

vances^ Yt w“s mafcltog ierward confidently, for It had 
vanceb. u w pvnerience in constructive work. It was 

^Leninist mtemSlonaUsm. He pointed to the necessity 
of heightened revolutionary vigilance. 

He demanded bold and ruthless criticism of all devia- 

1118 ST' d TO t0 
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political ^ae^slilp; o lzatl al leadership is fully 

equal to the S t ask of ensuring the realization o the pollti- 

ml slogans and decisions of the Party. * . . 

“pointed to WffsSC'A™ 
Political Departments m f 5 h f e h i necessity^ of improving their 
1 and on the state farms oil soviet leader - 
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riats, the administrative regions and districts, and the in- 
dustrial boards and trusts. 

The purpose of all these measures was to make leader- 
ship more responsible and concrete, to bring it closer to 
the masses, and to improve the entire work of the Party, 
state and economic bodies. . , . 

It should be borne in mind that not only is every ut- 
terance of Stalin’s a great event in the Soviet country, but 
that it also meets with a wide response all over the world. 

His speeches and articles are printed by the press in all 
countries. The whole world listens attentively to his words. 

He is sparing of speech; he comes out publicly only when 
it is in the interests of the Party, of the people, of the So- 
viet state. From time to time, he is approached on various 
questions by citizens of foreign countries. Thus, on Janu- 
ary 4, 1934, he gave an interview to Walter Duranty, tm 
.American newspaper correspondent, on July 23, 1934, to n. 

G Wells, and on March 1, 1936, to Roy Howard, representa- 
tive of the Scrlpps-Howard Newspapers. These interviews 
were of the highest value in explaining to the broad masses 
of the working people the views of the Bolshevik Party on 
various questions concerning international affairs and the 
relations between the U.S.S.R. and other countries. 

On December 1, 1934, a treacherous shot fired by a 
Trotskyite bandit put an end of the life of Sergei Kirov, 
a close friend of Stalin’s, a fine Bolshevik, an ardent spokes- 
man of the revolution and a loyal son of the people, ims 
murder showed that, having lost every basis of support, 
the enemies of Communism, the enemies of our Party, were 
capable of the most infamous deeds, the most nefarious 
crimes, and had degenerated into a gang of hired assassins, 
diversionists, spies and wreckers. 

Stalin had frequently warned the Party that the stiugfite 
might become so acute that, the enemy would baulk at 

n< He taught and teaches the Party to be always vigilant, 
to expose the artful masks of the enemy, who sometimes 
manages to worm his way on to leading posts in. Indus try 
and in Party and Young Communist League bodies. «e 
teaches us to be ruthless in exterminating the roots of the 
Trotskyite and other hostile organizations. .... 

The assassination of Kirov by the Trotskyite banmts 
showed how essential it was to wage a resolute struggle 
against the remnants of the anti-Leninist groups of every 
kind. Had it not waged this ruthless struggle and demo- 
lished the hostile elements, the Soviet country coukl not 
have achieved the tremendous successes it has hi tne 
struggle for Communism. _ . , ... 

Under Stalin’s leadership the Bolshevik Party in this 
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CHAPTER XII 


an'TTVTTTES AFTER THE SEVENTEENTH 
PARTY CONGRESS 

(1935-1939) « 

Such is the value set by the Bolshevik Party on Stalin’s 
recommendations, that no resolution was passed on ms 
report at the Seventeenth' Party Congress but the report 
itself was adopted in its entirety as the basis for the Party s 
further activities. Reviewing the path already traversed 
and the successes achieved in the work of socialist cons- 
truction, he drew three major conclusions: 

1. “We must not be carried away by the successes 
achieved and not get swelled head.” 2. “We must remain 
thoroughly loyal to the great teachings of Marx, Engels 
and Lenin.” 3. “We must remain thoroughly loyal to 
proletarian internationalism, to the fraternal allianco of 
the proletarians of all countries.” (Leninism.) 

What were the distinguishing features of this new period 
in the development of Socialism in the U.S.S.R.? The 
Second Five-Year National Eoonomic Plan had been ful- 
filled ahead of time and the work on the Third Five-Year 
Plan of socialist construction had already begun. In the 
main, the building of, a socialist society had been coin- 
pleted. Immehse achievements were to be recorded m tlie 
training of cadres, in their technical and theoretical edu- 
cation. Of vast importance in this period was the deve- 
lopment of the Stakhanov movement. The bands of Right, 
Trotskyite and nationalist agents of foreign espJonago ser- 
vices, the would-be restorers of capitalism, had been de- 
molished. Order had been introduced in Party affairs. The 
Stalin Constitution had been drawn up and pub into opera- 
tion. The process of completing the building of Socialism 
and gradually passing from the first stage of Socialism 
to its higher stage— Communism— was now in progress. 

In the fulfilment of these gigantic tasks, Stalins guid- 
ance was of the utmost value. Every new step in the deve- 
lopment of the movement towards Communism was asso- 
ciated with his initiative, with his theoretical contributions 
and practical indications. 



Take, for example, 9“ ^^’twRed^^Aea^mles^n 

Stfwftff "mhn 

Ms* f ®*? s ¥ ,, SS&£f .■^niSfSTS^.g: 

e^pteVky^a?^,^ fo^ny deviation from the 

-?sssss| 

SS’wS Sf°out co\mS h y?t 0 o' 0 the d Mule 0 °? Socialism 

in our country.” (leninism.) evism did not confine 

However,. these enemies of Bolshevism u «, They 

themselves to criticizing the p y p ar ty against the Cen- 
threatenod to raise .revolt ^ igewy s * me of us with 

tral Committee ^rkoned on frightening us and 

bullets. Evidently, they recKonea J^ist road. These peo- 
compelling us to turn from bolsheviks are people of a 
pie, apparently, forgot that we * “°J® elther difficulties nor 
special cut. They forgo t ^ forgot that we had 
threats can frighten .Bolshevik^ our leade r, 

been trained and steeled by » . recognized no feai 

our teacher, our more the enemies rage 

in the fight. They within the Party become 

and the more ' hystoioal the tc ^ (or fl , esh struggles and 

Z SSSS K-j— us t0 from 

“ Of course, it n ® v ® r pnvP1 ^ oi e w stood firmly on this 
the Leninist road. .^Xtin more vigorously, brushing 
road, we pushed foiwaid „ 

everv obstacle from our path. raised the question of 
eV % this speech, Comrade he said 

cadres in all its urgency. In t ^ 1 te0 hnlque and to spread 
when the task was to ? laidon the slogan ‘technique 

it far and whin^thls technique had been 

decides everything. But wn need peo ple who have 

created, it was at once felt that e capa ble of mastering 

MueT^ 

SISSSS . te ThTfs whffmphas^mus^ now herald® 

a That Is why Z Old slogan, 'Technique decides every- 



thine ’ which is a reflection of a period already passed, a 
Sod in which we suffered from a dearth in technique, 
must now he replaced by a new slogan, the slogan 'Cadres 
Side everything.’ That is the main thing now.” (Ibid.) 

Acting on Stalin’s recommendations, the Party and the 
Government set about training on a wider scale than ever 
cadres of Soviet, socialist intellectuals in all branches of 
knowledge, and did so with great success. 

Stale’s words have become a law to the- Party, so high 
is his prestige in the Party and in the entire country. This 
ict hpcause he ponders over every step with the utmost care, 
weighfevef 7 circumstance, makes skilful use of the teach- 
5 of dialectical materialism, which make it possible to 
foresee the development of events a long way ahead. But, 
in order to carry out the slogans of the Party he always 
turns first and foremost to the masses, appeals to their 
enlightenment and organization, and calls for their aid. 
The congresses of collective farmers and a number of con- 
ferences with representatives of the foremost people in 
various branches of economic endeavour were summoned 
on his advice. He personally attended these conferences, 
guided them, took a keen interest in the speeches of the 
collective farmers, Stakhanovites, steel-smelters, builder 
cotton- growers, etc., and on each occasion suggested new 
ideas to the masses, and thus helped to accelerate the 
movement forward to the victory of Socialism. 

Thus, on July '30, 1935, a reception was given in the 
Kremlin to railway workers at which Stalin spoke on the 
tasks of the railways. On November 10, 1935, the leaders 
of the Party and the Government gave a reception in the 
Kremlin to women collective farm shock workers in sugar- 
beet growing. In the middle of November, 1936, the riist 
All-Union Conference of stakhanovites of Industry and 
Transport was held in the Kremlin. On December 1 of the 
same year, a conference of members of the Central com- 
mittee of the Party and of the Government with foremost 
combine operators took place in the conference hall of the 
Central Committee of the C.P.S.U.(B.). On Decembei 4 
a conference of leaders of the Party and the Government 
with leading collective farmers of Tajikistan and Turk- 
menistan was held in the Kremlin. About this tune, too, 
conferences of foremost collective farmers of Uzbekistan. 
Kazakhstan and Kara-Kalpakla were held. Towards the 
end of December a conference was called of leaders or tne 
Party and the Government with record grain crop growers 
and foremost tractor drivers and threshing machine ope- 
rators. In January, 1936, there was a conference ol tne 
leaders of the Party and the Government with foremost 
workers in the machine and tractor stations and in tne 



land departments. On p|^ y al ^’ th^Goveniment in the 

metals industi . Q nmenfc gave a reception to delegates 
Party and tti i p Q f the Buryat-Mongofian A.S.S.R. 

from the wp r k£g ^ _ Qn * arch 14| 1936, 

(Autonomous Socialist boviet p d the Gov _ 

a conference was held of collective farmers y from the flax 
ernment witli toi e mosL c 19 1936( in connection 

and hemp regions. { t he foundation of the 

with the fifteenth ann versaiy ox b to d ele- 

Georgian Soviet Repub c, ^epuon^ an all _ 

STn^eSSSo Swgi s Of managers and engineers in 

heaV ^ n 1 US ^Sv°oart d ofVe h numerous conferences of tore- 
This is only part or tne t n ■ f indus t ry an d culture. 

most workers in various gsed ° by stalin, and his ut- 
These conferences weie , ue f Q V the economic deve- 

terances wej e of ^® t ^ lg ^ r S< the realization of the decisions 
lopment of tne country, lui u fQr strengthening the 

of the Party and the Gov sseg and for consolidate 

SS KSuggie 

for MS 

therewith 1 B & s S rl i s |^ e %?opagand ! a il ol >1 the 0 kulate intis 
speech at“a ^Vrlcepttofeven to'women shock work- 
er* S5T ‘Si wg' fes 

1935, he * pointed out that districts had been 

LbieTo become the equai ol mwi ,in labour. lowesfc 

“ Woman in the countryside, he said^ w arise 

of toilers. N aturally , no hemines 01 conditions. Labour 
™SeTa y P s e r s n a SoT— , and she would avoid 

ib a “Only 1 the foUe&arm life could 

a thing of ‘“"““’...vside Onfy ’fhe^ollectivo farm IU® 
heroines in the countiysiae. un y . woman on her feet. 

coul4 have, destroyed u }®fj ua *nr S elves The collective farm 
That you know very well y°J? lse W }g the work-day 
introduced the work-day uni . are equal— men and 

ivnif? Before the work-day units u. to his credit 

S3 

proach a woman with the race imi. 125 



if a woman works and has work-day units to her credit, 
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plans and estimates. ifc ig shaUerlng the old techni- 

the old views of t designed capacities, and the old pin- 
eal standards, the ld d and g the crea tlon of new and higher 
duction plans. Jjnu , d capacities, and production 
technical e ato produce a revolution In our in- 

»>“*• mat is why the Stoklianov movement is at bottom 

i profoundly 5^^“ofTh™Staklianov movement does 
. B J^^v„ Ttastenincanco lies also In the laet that 
S'tls'prepSg the conditions tor the transition from So- 

cialism to c 9 n ^ iad p 1 !S , en f S a higher stago of development 

s a higher iovoi of productivity 

of Socialism, and lt d aiid hll lovol of cu iture and 

of labour. It also demanc is « lmhmtlon of the differ- 

technique, and piesuppo al i a ) 30 ur. It will raise the 
ence between mental t and t0 0IU rare an abund- 

owl will make It possible 

? nC ,S«?Hhiffe them in conformity to the needs of the mem- 
t° distribute them m u Th sfca kh anov movement 

S e ?u P f smSn E om a higher technique, from therda- 
has itself spiung non “ lfcural i 0V el alroady achieved, 

tiV ? y n^\nnf it furnishes an impulse to the development 
and, in its 1 tuuV it uunjsj ng i ml and tcc ^ nlcal 

of i^uflttvtg of level of material well-be- 

level efthewoik * Thc Par ty pursued an attitude 

ne J h ? ™ stakhmiovltes which thoroughly undermined 

siiisssslss 

meufJAhelmpmement^ 

fSSKHHSSSS 

Stakhanov movement.” (IM.) 
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A second source of the Stakhanov movement was the 
absence of exploitation. A third source was that we now 
had a modern technique. A fourth source was that we 
already had first-class cadres capable of mastering the 
first-class technique. New people had come to the fore, 
people who were establishing new standards of labour out- 
put and breaking down the old standards. “New people, 
new times— new technical standards.” (Ibid.) 

At a conference of foremost men and women harves- 
ter combine operators, Stalin defined a task which was 
huge but quite possible of achievement in the early future 
in view of the available modern technique, new people and 
new methods of labour. This task was to achieve an an- 
nual grain crop of seven or eight thousand and million poods 
in the next few years. 

The international situation in which the struggle for 
the completion of the building of Socialist society in the 
USSR was taking place at this period was unfavourable 
and tense in the extreme. The capitalist countries had 
been plunged into a new crisis, and many imperialist gov- 
ernments were seeking for a way out of it in a new re- 
division of the world. The capitalist world was impercep- 
tibly slipping into a new war embracing vast territories. 

Such a state of affairs demanded immense restraint, 
wisdom and flexibility to foreign policy to prevent us being 
drawn into war. The defensive power and military might 
of the Soviet country had to be put on a high level. 

At this period the prestige of the U.S.S.R. as the bul- 
wark of peace had gained tremendously in the eyes of the 
working people of all countries. The U.S.S.R. was the only 
nation openly to express its profound sympathy and sup- 
port of the republicans in Spain; and in reply to greetings 
from the Central Committee of the Spanish Communist 
Party, Stalin declared that the defence of the Spanish 
people was the cause of all progressive mankind. The So- 
viet people openly expressed their profound sympathy and 

support of the Chinese people in their struggle against 

Japanese imperialism. 

Guided by Stalin, the Soviet country sti’engthened Its 
defences, built huge munitions plants capable * 
the country with every species of aims in the even n or v-ar 
An enlarged naval programme was undei taken, and tne 

White Sea Canal was built, which of ^ fleet! 
and economic importance. The navy, the submarine ne , 

the air fleet and over arms wSc 

ing this period, enabling the U.S.S.R. to carry 
of building Socialism in peace. dpvoted Brea t 

In these, as in previous years, Stalin devoted giea 
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attention to the training of skilled technical cadres, espe. 

Cial Howevei- e was noTonly the technical equipment o{ 
+hP qnviet cadres to which Stalin paid attention. He has 
always attached the utmost importance to the ideological 
SSne- of cadres. For this purpose he took part in the 
splendid work, the “History- of the 
n pS J T fB l « Compiled under the editorship of 

? P Emission of the Central Committee of the 
CPS U (B.hand to a large extent written by Stalin him- 
felf its appearance was an event of major political im- 
uortance In it, the Soviet people and the working peope 
& other countries received a short encyclopaedia of Bo - 
sLvik knowledge, a vivid, fascinating and precise exposl- 

Steal and ^htetoric^ materialism, powerful 

Cong„» 

pointed out that it was not any kind of cadres we needed, but 
cadres who had mastered not only technique, but also the 
science of sciences-the teachings of Marxism-Leninism. 

Stalin performed vast work in this respect during this 

period. he dld immense work in respect to 

the ideological training of the members of the Party and 
the Young Communist League and of the working people 
as a whole. This constant concern for the Bolshevik edu- 
Stfon of the working people of the U.8.S.R. Is revealed In 
his unrelaxing attention to the theoretical front, to the 
Cohorts the press and propaganda We are a ready lam - 
liar with the great educational value of Stalins cook, 
Problems of Leninism.” This handbook for every Com- 
rmmist and every non-Party Bolshevik lias been tianslat- 
S Into t?oVs Slanguages, both of the U.S.S.R. and other 

countries,^ ^ suggestloni the central Committee 

of the Party called a conference of propagandists, at whicli 
he made highly valuable recommendations for the improve- 
meS of propaganda work. These recommendations w m 

embodied by the Central Committee in a resolution on th, 
improvement of propaganda and the teaching of thehis- 
toiy of the C.P.S.U.(B.) which marked a turning point u 
our propaganda work as a whole. , nnni 

Stalin’s utterances at Party congresses, at plenary 
meetings of the Central Committee and at numerous con- 
ferences are distinguished by the fact that they are always 
firmly grounded on principle that they always raise new 
problems, give a new fillip to theory and open up new pros 
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pects for the development of Bolshevik thought, and for 
the advance towards Communism. 

The enemies of Bolshevism resort to the most extreme 
methods to retard the advance of the working people of 
the U.S.S.R. towards the complete and final victory of 
Communism. By acts of diversion, espionage, banditry 
and terrorism, they want to prevent the great progressive 
movement of the peoples- They still cherish hopes of 
restoring capitalism by means of the intervention of im- 
perialist predatory powers. At congresses, plenary meet- 
ings of the Central Committee, and in' the press, Stalin has 
repeatedly warned us against this danger. He teaches us 
to beware of self-complacency, of smug self-confidence and 
swelled head. He calls upon us to display constant revo- 
lutionary vigilance. He teaches us how to tear the mask 
from the enemy, to expose and crush him. 

Under Stalin’s guidance, the first phase of Commun- 
ism-Socialism — has in the main been accomplished. This 
found a new reflection in the Constitution drawn up by 
Stalin and adopted by the Eighth Extraordinary Congress 
of Soviets. 

“ By that time . . . the capitalist elements had been 
entirely eliminated and the Socialist system had triumph- 
ed in all spheres of economic life.” ("History of the 
C.P.S.U.CB.].") Public, socialist ownership of the means of 
production had become the unshakable foundation of the 
new socialist system in all branches of the national 
economy. 

“ As a result of all these changes in the sphere of the 
national economy of the U.S.S.R.," Stalin said in his report 
at the Eighth Extraordinary Congress of Soviets, “ we now 
have a new, socialist economy, which knows neither crises 
nor unemployment, which knows neither poverty nor rum, 
and which provides our citizens with every opportunity to 
lead a prosperous and cultural life. ” „ 

The class structure of society in the U.S.S.R. had tho- 
roughly changed; all the exploited classes had been abo- 
lished. “ The proletariat of the U.S.S.R. has been trans- 
formed into an entirely new class, into the working class 
of the U.S.S.R., which has abolished the capitalist econo- 
mic system, which has established the Socialist ownership 
of the instruments and means of production and is direct- 
ing Soviet society along the road to Communism. Such 
a working class is unknown in any other country of tne 

WOT The peasantry had equally undergone a profound 
change. It had been emancipated from exploitation and 
had in the main become a coHective-farm peasantry, whos 

prosperity was based on advanced, up-to-date machinery 



£ew peafant^ ' of' which thMSy oTmanffi 

has never known before. changed under the v Soviet 

The intelUgentsia had aiso cnan^t e rent ; 

regime; its comPfiion ^as now tu 0 i 101 ig^y i tely 
so was the charactei of its acuvm sections 

bound up with the worker ^ P e f®g® e d Si the service ot 
of the working peoP 1 e j and was employee ^ _ (1 sldQ by slde 
the people, side by side witi the P t p ogethe r with them, 

with the workers ttie new, classless, socialist 

ln„ any other 

nationalities of U 0 S n ^ R ec a 0 S n omS cultural and political 
work of an organizational economic^ peQple of Gll the 

character performed by unc \ e r the guidance of the 
nationalities of the U.S.S.R. u ^ C ui ar . “ As a result , 1 

hfSf" ^ d no 4 |ave ‘.A 

by any national state In any 

part of the world.” ... roneres s of Soviets adopted 

1 The Extraordinary Eighth Cong Fundamental 

the new Constitution of the peasa nts, the 

Law of the socialist J^hich the Soviets of ‘Working 

I„ this state all power belongs to the ™“f ets V Working 

town and country, a ^ P g®^ m fc b foundation of this state 
People’s Deputies. T ^e economic luu ^ sociallsb owner- 

is the socialist system °^ ec ri 0 ^° ti ^ established as a 

. -&&•& -ssstfiKSg fe « 

r ff M^oS? eaoh aooordbig to his ability, to 

Sie’rightto ^ te fo work • Weight ' tJ^dS^n !° eSS5 
.« loss Of capacity to work .the ug t - es of economic, 

' rights for women with men in an p allby 0 g rights 

state, cultural, soclal and poUticanife^ eq ^ iafcioua lity 

cultural, social 
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"chare the principal features of 

rt q q p nnripv the lG&dsrsllip of Stftlin. THe GiGCulOXiS 

EFHSSs^Sii 

USSR held in December, 1937, nearly ninety J™, 11 )?- 

votes,' or 98.6 per cent of the tota 1 J 7 . v i ^ e ’ in w ^ e e ^Ictions^to 
Communist and non-Party bloc, while in tl: li s ele. 3U< ms 

the Supreme Soviets of the Umon Republics, held in J » 
S’ were^S fof t^e^oSmSisf Snd^tpaSy bio. 

3£2S3fi3&£Shf£ 

nletelv eliminated, that the workers, peasants and lnt ® 

SlSSSSfliSS 

iHRiilii 

m0 VlS P the y 'Eighteenth Party Congress '%e rlsulte 
made a brilliant report.^ which e sum WO rklng people of 
. of the struggle of the j Party and ^ 

S&^SS s; 

“I Economic and political 



UiiV04S „ Fo v the capitalist countries these were years ol 
^ new economic complications. “For the 

% e] $3 T?nion on the contrary, these were years of growth 
Soviet union, on b , economic and cultural progress, 
and l prospei lty, of Igruiei^ politlca i and military, might, 

of struggle for the preservation of peace throughout the 

world.” . Congress, as at all others, Stalin laid 

nn Partv propaganda and the Marxist-Leninlst 
great stiess on Pa Libbers and Party cadres. “There. is," 
education of Pa y me ^ gcience which Bolsheviks in all 

he said, p are j n duty bound to know, and that 

f r X h Marxist-Lenln!st science*^ of society, of the laws of 
is the waixiBWjeii j aws 0 f development of the 

SOC i a L?inn 1 ^ revolution 1 of the laws of development of 

proletarian ievomt_ , m the v i c t ory Q f communism" 
socialist c °nstiucti^ , tra j n 0U r young cadres in the 

He declai ed that w he lp ouv cadres in all branches 

science of the laws 

of work to master rns „ he gaid „ a man W ho calls 

of social developmen , i ^ considered a real Leninist 

t ^pouSl'and £2 

AT fenSS. C ca U S 

These ^laws, and°striving to be an active parti 

fehas f jests." iSs "£j — 

1 g&g&s as&55f & 

capitalist "ountdls to a very short time eeonomtcajly^ 
if we do not ensure the proper training of oui Soviet ui 
telligentsia and a proper attitude towards them. anc 

springing from the people and working hand in hand 
the workers and peasants for Communism. 

He analysed the problem of the role of thi e at ate . « 
dealt a mortal blow at all “ theories of the dying awa> 
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of tho state which belittled the role of the sta.e m the 
Ivin!? nf struggle for Communism, when the capitalist 
had not yet been destroyed. He showed how 
mnortant It was to strengthen the socialist state as long 
; P SS ‘encirclement existed, and he himself has always 
vorked to strengthen the state in the interests of the woik- 

ng gtahrf devotes profound attention to the defence of 
li * Wo goes nersonally into every detail, how- 

wersmah Connected with national defence, with the work 
S the munitions plants, the building of aeroplanes and 
i i of a, nowerful surface and submarine fleet. He 

L“eaua ly taterested In matters o£ military supply and 
is equauy nolitical education and matenai 

welfare 6 of the Red Army men, commanders and political 

W01 ' k The great pilot of Communism, Stalin, is always to be 
found at his post, watching with a vigilant eye the activities 
S 1 Hi p a P- n v e rn m e n t s of the surrounding capitalist states. 
He helps to steer the great Soviet vessel ever forward to 

BEW H C ”gnltd Vil “the 1 imminent clanger of war with Gey 

fiiMsiliisss 

«P ! mmmmm 

mssia from t y e ninist-Stallnist national policy, and 
pursuance of the Leninist bwuuj reng then the might 

Comrade Stalin’s life. efforts of the working 

In this same year , too by tne > enor s perghanft Cana i, 

people of Uzbekistan, the St f nr f V _five days. A canal 
270 kilometres long, was built jin ■ slx or seven years 

of this length would oidinarily require s considerable 
to build, in the ^construction o f ^^ment, the Bol- 
assistance was given by the Soviet mu n tWa h eroic 

shevik Party and by 'Stalin ?gronauy Grand Ferghana 
labour was completed, the buiiaeis ox t they hailed 

Canal sent Stalin a A d l e f n « n and as the Inspiration not 
^ a o S f Z 8 »Vk L "of fl aU the many peoples 
of the Soviet Union. 
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CHAPTER XIII 
A LEADER OF NATIONS 

fi’tn tin's splendid career is marked by heroic struggle 
tive, revolutionary Marxism Ever stace the end of the 

SSSSSW'SSS?^-^ w 1 £S| s - ss ^ | t^-»5 

again driven into remote exile, he invaiiably leum 

the He^euided the Party in its preparations for the October 
attack. He organized Lc victory of the October 8ogg» 
Revolution. Together with Lenin, he. built the new, socmi 
ist state, and he has staunchly deluded « on all floats 
Together with Lenin, he built up the Third Communist 
International and defended It from all « ^ cr al S 
all enemies of Marxism-Leninism. Hj, Jj the lei atie ot 
the great International association of Communist , 1 ai u«5 
and, more than that, he is the beloved lead ei of ! the P< 

Stalin always keeps the weapon of Marxist theoiy xeei 
and ready for action and he teaches us h °w to wield it. 
Both in conjunction with Lenin and independently, ho na 
developed the great doctrine of Marxism-Leninism as a 
guide to action. The national question ; the question oi 
the victory of Socialism in one country ; of the low oi tnc 
Soviets; of the state in a socialist country siu’ioundccl by 
a capitalist world; of the dictatorship of the Pioletaiiat 
as a weapon in the struggle for Communism ; of the social 
1st industrialization of the country ; of the elimination of 
the kulaks as a class ; of the collectivization of agrlcu 
ture ;■ of the education of socialist cadres ; of a socialist 
intelligentsia of the people— all these and many othei hlgniy 
important questions in the theory and practice of tnc 
accomplishment of Communism have been examined ana 
answered by Stalin. ... 
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Sergei Kirov, that splendid Bolshevik whose^lc was 
gj Ksfarthf FlftoTenhrgrad Regional Conference, 

smmmM 

wmmmim 

SSsHErelHlSSS^ 

entl ‘' e Tho U nowei S fu a i lin will and tremendous organizational 
talent of this man enables our 

big historical changes connected with the successiui duj 

ing Thf^ifthe 1 reason for Stalin’s great influence and, the 

ThK the^realo^fo? the'pU"^ cherished 1 for 
hu? fc hv Hip Partv the Young Communist League and by 

parts of the world on the occasion of his fiftieth birthday, 
StUl ‘‘ You^may have no doubt, comrades, that 1 

ESSES 

and, And n ever5^ e ody knows^Urat these words come from the 
t,61) V h ?oflK™ted to the 

Ss?«%*SSSr' 

masses. Like Lenin, he posse 



, ihp art of explaining the theory of Marxism- 

perfection the ai t 01 v ^ fchls must bo acUlcd hls , x . 

B Smt 5 icitv and modesty in ovary thing— in dress, in 
S manner of life in his wants, and in his relations with 
h u npnniP And this quality of modesty, the adornment 
Bolshevik he instils in all members of the Party and 
the Youne Communist League. He teaches us all to he 

eQll ^mahn Pl has n wrltten St 'many books, splendid books, 
them are classics of Marxist literature. But when 

what manner^ of man he was, he replied: 'I am 
asked, wnat mannei « ^ my ftlm is t() bc u worthy 

disciple of h\s.' ” * (Henri Barbusse, “ Stalin.") 

U S flUn loves children and young people. He shows con- 
*««? mmSKo for the welfare of the youth, for their 

rnmmunist tndnlng, for their health and physical fitness, 
Communist t b, bc educated, well-informed, 

flw fl nd y staunch^ fighters for Communism. The Young 
Communist League owes its growth and influence largely 
to Stai n and children and young people love him as their 
dcS friend, their father, teacher, and comrade 

He has an extraordinary capacity for work. There h 
scarcely a more industrious man in our country. He will 
ruKn work until four In the morning. The circle of hls 
taterests is immense. Like Lenin, he spares no effort in 
hip Interest of the people and of the victory of Communism, 
the ^f l Xbusse gives us a flue portrait of Stalin In 

when^one paces the Red Square at night, this spacious 
scene against whose background time seems to have spilt 
JL , i n t 0 all that Is of to-day, of the nation of the best 
on^arth, and Into all that pre-dates 1017 (that which is 
archaic)— rlt seems as if he who lies in the tomb n lie 
rnidst of this nocturnal, deserted square Is the only one 
who is awake in the wide world, watching over the radiat- 
ing life around him, over town and country. I-Ie is the 
true guide— he of whom the workers cxultingly said that 
he was at once their master and their comrade, theh 
father and brother who bent tenderly over all. You did 
not know him, but ho knew you and worked foi you. Who- 
ever you may be, you need this benefactor. And whoever 
you may be, the better part of your destiny lies in the 
hands of this other man who also watches over al and 
who works for all— the man with the head of a scholar, 
the face of a worker, and the dress of a simplo soldier. 

Stalin is our teacher in the art of government and the 
art of work. One of the major rules of this art is contact 
with the masses. Ho himsolf is an oxamplo of- perfection 
1 in attitude towards the masses and contact with tnem 
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He not only teaches the masses, but learns from them 
himself Contact with the masses he regards as the ear- 
mnrk of the true Bolshevik. At the same time, this contact 
with and closeness to the masses in no way means fawning 

Un ^IiTeconcllability in matters of principle, as exemplified 
in atalin is one of the most important qualities of a Bol- 
shevik and a most effective instrument of Bolshevik edu- 
cation He teaches us to display this Bolshevik irrecon- 
cilability to every attempt, even the slightest to distant 
or misrepresent the teachings of Marxism-Leninism. Like 
Lenin, he trains us to be ruthless and irreconcilable to all 
enemies of Communism, 

In the songs of the people, we find Stalm compared 
to a careful gardener who loves his garden--humanity. 
The most precious treasure we possess is people, cadres. 
It is his solicitude for people, for cadres for human beings 
that the people value in Stalin, and it is this we must 

leaL His 1 ' constant labours on the theory of Marxism-Lenin- 
ism has trained in him the faculty of profound analysis 
and the ability to foresee events. The sense of the new 
£ unusually developed in him, and that is why he sets us 
an example in Bolshevik foresight without which it is 
fmposslble to lead, impossible to steer the great Soviet 

VeSS Addressirig his electors in the Stalin Area, Moscow, on 

DeCl ? The elector's’ Hhe^ people, must demand that their 

that in their posts they should remain political fl 6 ul * es 
the Lenin type, that as public figures they should be as 
clear and definite as Lenin was that they should be as 
fearless in battle and as merciless towards the. enemies 
of the people as Lenin was, that they should be flee from 
all nanic from any semblance of panic, when things b e 6 
to pet complicated and some danger or other looms on the 
hor^on that they should be as free from all se^nblance 
tif nanic as Lenin was, that they should be as wise and 

SSrSErSgffii 

upright and honest as Lenin was, that they sho.ild 
thel Sn 1 po“e^e n S in an the se aualite At » 

SESSKSiSSri 
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pnpmies of the people as Lenin was, He is as free from all 
nS in complicated situations, when the country j s 
menaced by clanger, ■ he is as free from ail 
0 f panic as Lenin was. He is as wise and 
deliberate in deciding complex problems requiring a com- 
nrehensive orientation and a comprehensive weighing of all 
cons as Lenin was. He is as upright and honest 
as LeSn was. He loves his people as Lenin did And that 
fs why the people repay him with an equal love. They 

love « wfgi? [fe S s fory! ,,1 Henrl L Barbusso writes, “ is one series 
Of victories over a’ series of colossal difficulties. In all his 
“..Y 1 ® 1917 there is not a single year in which what 

S has done would not have made another illustrious. He 
iron His name describes him : Stalin-steel. 
He is as inflexible and as flexible as steel. His power lies 
£ his profound common sense, his extensive range of 
knowledge, his astonishing internal concentration, his pas- 
simi for precision, his inexorable consistency, the rapidity, 
certainty and intensity of his decisions, hi? perpetual cave 
m select the right man for the right place. 

1 “The dead survive only on earth. Lenin lives wherever 
there are revolutionaries. But one may say that in Stalin 
Sffjr than anvwhere else live the thoughts and words of 
Lenin. He isTe Lenin of our day. . . (Henri Barbusse, 

, Sta The people express their affection and admiration for 
Stalin in songs in which they laud him as a liberator of 
oppressed peoples, as a wise statesman. He is often com- 
pared to a keen-eyed and fearless mountain eagle. One 
song of the mountaineers of Daghestan runs . 

As the wake to the ship, 

As furrow to share, 

Millions go with you, 

Everywhere ; 

Prom the path we have taken 
Never to stray, 

The only true goal, 

The only true way. 

The Laks. a tiny nationality, sing of Stalin as follows : 


Rivers seek the sea, 

Iron seeks the loclestone, 

Grass seeks the sun 
Birds seek the south. 

But men are drawn to happiness, 
Men are drawn to truth, 

Their hearts are drawn to friendship, 
Their thoughts are drawn to you. 
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Stalin’s life is a source of instruction to millions. His 
Personality inspires the working people m then 
cil itrxi? His words are a source of inspiration to new 
wf 6 if‘ labour heroism, to an unparalleled mass heroism. 

thoughts are a beacon illuminating our path far ahead. 
H At the helm of the great Soviet ship of state, sailing 
tnii sneed ahead beneath the all-conquering banner of thc- 
rommunist Party of the Soviet Union, stands the gieat 
Stahn the friend, the teacher ,thc leader of nations. 
1 The children of the Soviet Union say: “Thank you 
Comrade Stalin, for our happy life.” His name m pro- 
nomicec? with love and respect by millions of people m 
-l oarts of the world. His name is the banner of the vast 
victories of Communism, to the sun-lit peaks of which he 
is ieadmg the Soviet fco the dismay of our 

enemies 5 and to the joy of all working people-our own, 
dear Stalin I 
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